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In Memory of
Carol M. Griffith
]Carol M Griffith
December 22, 1932 - May 2, 2009

My mother retired from the NY
State Elmira Correctional
Facility after 22 years as a
library clerk in a men's
maximum-security prison. She
didn't scare easily. At age 76 she
fought the town hall over a property
assessment that raised her taxes and she
won and got a reduction. Throughout her
life she was politically active and always
fought for the cause. Her level of integrity
far exceeds anyone I have ever known. She
was a direct descendent of Charlemagne
and refused to be bullied by convicts and
insecure people. That is my legacy.
I found this poem of hers.
Author unknown

Out of this life, I shall never take
things of silver and gold I make
All that I cherish and hoard away
after I leave this earth must stay

Though I have toiled for a painting rare
to hang on the wall, I must leave it there
Though I call it mine and boast its worth
I must give it up when I leave this earth
All that I gather and all that I keep
I must leave behind when I fall asleep
and I often wonder what I shall own
in that other life when I pass alone

What shall they find and what shall they see
in the soul that answers the call for me?
Shall the great judge learn when my task is through
that my spirit has gained some
riches too?
Or shall at last it be mine to
find
that all I'd worked for I'd
left behind?
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