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What Do You Do If You Find A Baby Wildlife
Healthy wild birds and mammals need
to be raised by their parents. Humans
cannot duplicate, but only approximate,
all learning skills baby animals need to
get from their parents in order to
thrive as adults in their natural habitat.

BIRDS
Baby birds go through 2 main stages of
development before becoming self
sufficient juniors:

Nestlings – At this stage baby
birds are naked or have some
soft feathering, they are
immobile and totally depended
on adults for survival.
If you find a bird at this
stage on the ground, try to
locate the nest, and if possible,
put the baby back. Despite of what
you may have heard, the parents
will not reject the baby (Mammals
have a keen sense of smell and will not
take back a baby that was handled).

Fledglings – at this stage the bird will
be feathered but has a short tail. It is
mobile on ground but not flying yet. It is
still being fed and cared for by its
parents.
If you find a bird at this stage on
the ground – it is normal – all songbirds

jump out of nest at this stage and learn
how to fly from the ground up.
Unless the fledgling is injured, wet,
cold, not moving, or in a dangerous
location, it is best to let the parents
finish raising their baby – it is only a
short period of time before they fly.

MAMMALS - If found on ground and
there is no sign of parents, the baby
should be picked up and transferred to
the center. (please call the center for
farther instruction on the different
species of mammals).
If you determined a rescue is needed
Place the bird in a box (with
breathing hole punched into the side
and top) keep it warm and quiet.
Please do not give food or water.
Then call Florida Keys Wild Bird
Center (305) 852-4486 or bring
the animal to the center at 93997
Overseas Hwy, Tavernier, mile
marker 94, Ocean Side.
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