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Living Dockside
I am done whining about
Irma, now I just have to fix
the little things she left
behind. I already took care
of the bigger items like the
halyards, topping lift and
with the help of my son,
who flew in from Arizona,
we put the dock back
together. The dock is still
pretty bad, only a couple of
us have electricity. I have
an electric cord down the
length of the dock, it keeps
power to my battery charger, so it's kind of like
living out on the hook. She
Breeze has a home, sort of.
So on to the port lights
that got all chewed up.
I had ordered new ports
for She Breeze long before
the storm, I couldn't
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afford stainless steel ones
so I settled for brand new
white ones that were originally put in all Morgan sailboats. They are a thing of
beauty and I couldn't wait
to tackle the job of taking
out the first old port, how
hard could it be? Yes, I do
cuss but not enough to
scare the neighbors or the
fish that live in my lagoon,
but this project brought
out the foul mouthed sailor
in me. My first warning
should have been when I
was at West Marine buying
a few supplies to tackle this
simple job, I asked Ronnie
if he had ever taken out old
port lights and would he be
interested in helping, he
said, and I quote, "not for a

million dollars!" Yeah that
kind of scared me... So I'm
sitting on the dock, took
out the screws holding the
plastic ring and there is a
lot of strange looking goop
staring at me. I take my
brand new putty knife and
start unputtying the goop,
which to my best guess, had
been there for 100 years.
It sucked my knife in and
barely allowed me to remove
the knife, WTF is this
stuff?! Two hours later I
was ready to put new goop
in over the old goop and put
the ring back on and say
screw that, I was not going
to win this one.
My friend Andy to the
rescue, he has all the cool
and expensive tools. He told
me of a thing called an oscil-

lating saw, he just happened
to have one. I also watched a
YouTube video on installing
new port lights. So I'm back
at it, and within two more
hours I had my first old port
out. Putting in the new ones,
piece of cake, just screw it
in place from the inside, on
the outside squeeze in a
good silicone product,
replace the new ring on the
outside, then clean up the
silicone which I managed to
get everywhere, in my hair,
under my fingernails… I now
have two toes that may
never come apart! (Nnote to
self, use gloves for the next
one, and maybe socks.)
One down and only thirteen more to go, Arrrgh!!
what have I gotten myself
into now…

HOW TO DISPOSE OF YOUR
CHRISTMAS TREE

Pack your Christmas tree as shown.
Drag the tree to a dumpster as if it’s
very heavy. Try to look very suspicious: wear black hoodie covered
with stains; sunglasses etc. Constantly look around. Make sure it’s
daytime and neighbors are watching.

Take the Shuttle!
My fantasy is to have two men at once.
One cooking, one cleaning!

For those arriving to the Gilbert’s party fashionably late, you can park on the
main access road and take the FREE air-conditioned shuttle to and from
Gilbert's on Saturdays and Sundays from noon-8pm.

