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Christ of the Abyss is following the guidelines! Sent in by Video Dave and found on Betsy Baste’s Facebook page.

Found this on Betsy Kelly Baste's Facebook page. P
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Editorial - Big, Fat Online Issue
In 14 and a half years
of publishing the Coconut
Telegraph this is the first
time ever that we have not
had the paper printed and
we sure hope it is the last
time. We decided to publish
this issue online only so we
could give our loyal advertisers free ads to thank them.
It gave us the opportunity to
add pages!
Many of our advertisers
have elected to stay open
to serve their customers
and many of their employees
are working for tips only.
Some businesses and their
employees decided to close
temporarily. Kathy Giles and
her partners recently opened
the High Tide Restaurant,
right before the Corona hit
the fan. She, like all other
small business owners have
that “deer in the headlights”
look on their face trying
to fathom the future. Still
undeterred, Giles declared “
If it’s the last breath I take
I will be here for take out
orders and to support the
community.”
We salute all the folks
that spent hours on sewing
machines to make masks and
give them out for free. I personally thank Marilee Free’s
mom and Christie Sheehan
for mine. They are so much
better than the scarf I was
using. Scarves are hard to
breathe in.. It felt like I was

305.304.2837
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing Hosts its
Screamin’ Reels Tournament
June 5 - 7 in Islamorada

Rest in Peace, Rodney Nelson

Cast of Characters:

going to face plant myself
on the floor at Publix from
lack of oxygen! Face masks
are the new fashion and the
Keysier the better.
A huge thank you to all
the locals who pooled their
talents and gave out free
meals. Maggie Mckeehan at
the American Legion was one
of the first. She has been
handing out meals every
Wednesday and Thursday
from 5 to 6 PM for those
impacted by the virus and will
continue for as long as needed. I salute Maggie as she
has no ulterior motive and is
not using her generosity to
plug her business nor is she
running for public office.
Florida Keys Farm will be
giving out free food for 500
families on May 7th from 10
AM to 1 PM at the old Red
Cross Building at MM 94
bayside. For more info call
Candice 401-447-6787.
We are hoping for businesses to start opening to
locals very soon.
Rodney Nelson, one of the
greatest artists that ever
lived, passed away in April.
He and I collaborated on the
Key Largo and Islamorada
Treasure Maps. His friends
and fans can pick up a free
copy of the Key Largo map
at the High Tide Restaurant
MM 99.
We appreciate all of our
faithful readers that tell

Editor/Sales/Distribution

Denise Malefyt
305-304-2837

Rodney Dale Nelson, 62, of Key Largo, passed away at his
residence on April 9, 2020. He was born in Miami on November
25, 1957, to parents Harold and Myrna Nelson. Rodney had
many titles: father, brother, uncle, friend, artist, but the one he
loved most was Ampa. That is what his grandkids called him.
They were the light of his life.

theconchtelegraph@gmail.com

Advertising Consultant
& Roving Writer
Islamorada and Tavernier

Marilee Free
us how much they love the
Coconut Telegraph, saying it
brings laughter and happiness
to them. Please don’t thank
us, thank our advertisers, as
we could not do it without
them.

305-517-9279

Advertising Production

Sue Beal

305-451-4601
beal_s @ bellsouth.net

Costa Morada: Maryanne Vondertann, Ft. Lauderdale; Mary Moll,
Big Pine Key; Cindy Clegg, Islamorada; Dawna Young, Cape Coral;
Betty Bauman, Ft. Lauderdale and Theresa Gaissert, Cape Coral.

Women, men and teens
can learn and have an option
to charter fish at the LLGF
Screamin‛ Reels Tournament
June 5 - 7, Islamorada, FL.
The event kicks off with an
educational presentation and
appetizer contest at the
Tavernier Elks Club.
Fishing is on Saturday
and Sunday, followed by
$1200 in awards to be given
on Sunday at Whale Harbor

Marina when the boats
return. There will also be
daily prizes on Saturday.
Guided charter fishing
with equipment and license
supplied should be booked
early as charter boats fill
quickly.
Registration of $89 per
adult angler early entry, $99
regular, $45 for teens
includes about $20 in gifts.
Backup dates Aug. 14 - 16.

Contact: Go to ladiesletsgofishing.com, call (954) 475-9068;
email info@ladiesletsgofishing.com, or
facebook.com/ladiesletsgofishing.

Nelson was a very talented artist, whether it was airbrushing, oil
paints, or glass etching. A lot of his work can be seen in Ocean
Reef and if you have ever eaten at Buzzard’s Roost you have
probably sat at a table he painted. You can see the mural he did
behind the original Mrs. Mac’s Kitchen, make sure you look for
the hidden things in the sky and in the sea, as he was famous for
this. He also painteda small mural inside Num Thai.
Two of the most recent projects he completed were the Coconut
Telegraph Treasure Maps for Key Largo and Islamorada, showing the many businesses and their cartoon-headed owners along
the Overseas Highway. He was always willing to help with
charity work and would at times go to the local school and do
face painting for the kids. Rodney also painted a mural in a wing
at the Childrens Hospital of Miami. His memory will live on in
all his artwork throughout the Florida Keys.
Rodney is survived by his daughter Courtney Dale Nelson,
sisters Tammy Brown and Judy Smith, and his grandchildren
Gracelyn Adell Cummings, Logan Dale Cummings and Hailey
Elizabeth Valentino, as well as a host other relatives and friends.
Due to social distancing and COVID-19, services are postponed
until further notice. The family will post plans on his Facebook
page. Please feel free to leave your memories and photos of
Rodneys artwork on his Allen-Beyer tribute wall and his Facebook page.

Disclaimer
The Coconut Telegraph © 2006-2020 is published monthly by Prestige Publishing,
INC. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced without
written consent of the publisher. The Coconut Telegraph welcomes written articles, photos, and artwork of local interest to be used and/or edited at the discre-

tion of the publisher. The Coconut Telegraph assumes in good faith that all editorial
and advertising material submitted are the original property of the advertiser. The
Coconut Telegraph may not be held responsible for errors, omissions, or for circumstances beyond our control that may affect the distribution schedule.

Blue Chip Too: Carol Woodard, Apollo Beach, FL; Tammy Warren,
Farmington, MS; Mary Ann McMillen, Apollo Beach, FL; Eve Overby,
Tampa, FL; Linda Ricks, Lutz, FL and Robin McFaddin, Greensboro, NC.

Gilbert’s Resort
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The Definitive Covid-19 Rules In Case You're Confused
maybe days? But it takes a
damp environment. Oh wait,
not necessarily.

The Rules:
1. Basically, you can't leave
the house for any reason,
but if you have to, then you
can.
2. Masks are useless, but
maybe you have to wear one,
it can save you, it is useless,
but maybe it is mandatory as
well.
3. Stores are closed, except
those that are open.

STUNNING FLOWERS
—AND—
VISIT OUR AMAZING

GIFT
SHOP

8 am Closed
- 10 pmfor
daily.
now!
Stay safe and healthy,
and we look forward
to seeing you
when we are
allowed to open again!

305-453-4844
305-453-4844

www.keylargoconchhouse.com
www.keylargoconchhouse.com

4. You should not go to hospitals unless you have to go
there. Same applies to doctors, you should only go
there in case of emergency,
provided you are not too
sick.
5. This virus is deadly but
still not too scary, except
that sometimes it actually
leads to a global disaster.
6. Gloves won't help, but
they can still help.
7. Everyone needs to stay
HOME, but it's important to
GO OUT.

305-451-3702 • 99551 Overseas Highway • KeyLargoFlorist.com

Please re-open the
beauty salons!
My iPhone doesn't
recognize me, I need to
type the passcode.
I tried smiling in all
angles possible.
It is getting dire!

8. There is no shortage of
groceries in the supermarket, but there are many
things missing when you go
there in the evening, but not
in the morning. Sometimes.
9. The virus has no effect on
children except those it
affects.
10. Animals are not affected,
but there is still a cat that
tested positive in Belgium in
February when no one had
been tested, plus a few
tigers here and there…

11. You will have many symptoms when you are sick, but
you can also get sick without
symptoms, have symptoms
without being sick, or be
contagious without having
symptoms. Oh, my God.
12. In order not to get sick,
you have to eat well and
exercise, but eat whatever
you have on hand and it's
better not to go out, well,
but no…
13. It's better to get some
fresh air, but you get looked
at very wrong when you get
some fresh air, and most
importantly, you don't go to
parks or walk. But don‛t sit
down, except that you can do
that now if you are old, but
not for too long or if you are
pregnant (but not too old).
14. You can't go to retirement homes, but you have to
take care of the elderly and
bring food and medication.
15. If you are sick, you can't
go out, but you can go to the
pharmacy.

16. You can get restaurant
food delivered to the house,
which may have been prepared by people who didn't
wear masks or gloves. But
you have to have your groceries decontaminated outside for 3 hours. Pizza too?
17. Every disturbing article
or disturbing interview
starts with " I don't want to
trigger panic, but…"
18. You can't see your older
mother or grandmother, but
you can take a taxi and meet
an older taxi driver.
19. You can walk around with
a friend but not with your
family if they don't live
under the same roof.
20. You are safe if you maintain the appropriate social
distance, but you can‛t go out
with friends or strangers at
the safe social distance.
21. The virus remains active
on different surfaces for
two hours, no, four, no, six,
no, we didn't say hours,

22. The virus stays in the
air - well no, or yes, maybe,
especially in a closed room,
in one hour a sick person
can infect ten, so if it falls,
all our children were
already infected at school
before it was closed. But
remember, if you stay at
the recommended social
distance, however in certain
circumstances you should
maintain a greater distance,
which, studies show, the
virus can travel further,
maybe.
23. We count the number of
deaths but we don't know
how many people are
infected as we have only
tested so far those who
were "almost dead" to find
out if that's what they will
die of…
24. We have no treatment,
except that there may be
one that apparently is not
dangerous unless you take
too much (which is the case
with all medications). Orange
man bad, though.
25. We should stay locked up
until the virus disappears,
but it will only disappear if
we achieve collective immunity, so when it circulates…
but we must no longer be
locked up for that?
AND JUST LIKE THAT: HAVING
A MASK, RUBBER GLOVES,
DUCT TAPE, PLASTIC SHEETING AND ROPE IN YOUR
TRUNK IS OKAY.
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Pilot House Staff Feeds 200

Maria Falciano from
Your CBD Store
in Tavernier, making a
masked delivery in the
Upper Keys.

The staff at Pilot House Restaurant & Marina partnered with
US Foods on Saturday, April 11th to provide 200 lunches for
members of our community!

The Morgan Insurance Group is now MIG 13. Under new management, still locally owned and operated for over 30 years.
We continue to proudly serve as the Florida Keys premier agency for all of your insurance and financial services needs.

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED

★ ★ ★ ★ ★

PERSONAL

BUSINESS

BUSINESS SERVICES

GROUP PLANS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Home
Wind
Flood
Auto
Marine
Health
Life
Disability
Long Term Care

General Liability
Commercial Property
Commercial Auto
Worker’s Compensation
Surety Bonds

Payroll
Benefits / Full Worksite Benefits
HR Management
Compliance

Group Health
Group Life
Group Dental
Group Disability
(STD & LTD)

Full Client Service
Compliance
Group & Individual
401K / Retirement Planning
Annuities

THREE LOCATIONS:

Maria volunteered
her help for a local
mask-making
project.

Beloware
Below
are
come of the
some
straps Maria
made, and you
can see Robin
sewing the
masks in her
home.

Coming Soon: Marathon Location

KEY LARGO

MIAMI

BIG PINE KEY

102481 Overseas Hwy
Key Largo, FL 33037

4000 Ponce De Leon Blvd, Ste 400
Coral Gables, FL 33146

31109 Ave A #4
Big Pine Key, FL 33043

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

FREE QUOTES - CALL TODAY! ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

305-451-4788 • info@mig13.com • mig13.com

RAW RAW RAW!
3 Cheers to our
Newest Product!

AWARD-WINNING
PRODUCTS
Now delivered to
your front door for free!

So flexible, the choice is yours.

Just give us a call to order:

(305) 340-8344

(305) 340-8344
Pilot House Restaurant & Marina
13 Seagate Blvd. MM 99.6, Key Largo
PilotHouseMarina.com (305) 451-3142

91272 Overseas Hwy. #11 • Tavernier, FL • Tavernier423.CBDrx4u.com
Our products have not been evaluated by the Food and Drug Administration and are not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or
prevent any disease. Consult your physician before use. For use by adults 18+. Keep out of reach of children.
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Biologist Conducting Key Deer Census

Largest Tiki Bar in the Keys!

UPPER KEYS
FOOD
PANTRIES
AND
MEALS
TO GO

107900 Overseas Hwy
www.gilbertsresort.com

305-451-1133

by day of the week

Big Pine Key and other
Lower Keys residents may
notice Key deer with blue
markings as if someone spray
painted the deer.
A biologist is conducting a
census of the deer and is using
blue paint to mark those deer
that have been counted
Our law enforcement part-

ners at the Florida Fish and
Wildlife Conservation Commission have been swamped with
calls lately from concerned
citizens.
Please help us spread the
word that these deer are not
victims of a crime, but have
been marked by a sanctioned
biologist conducting a census.

Take-out Orders

We are not accepting dine-in customers or cash payments.

Credit
Cards
only!

(305) 451-3142
11:00 am to 7:00 pm

FREE
SOFT DRINK
or
DRAFT BEER
with all
take-out
orders, limit
2 per order.
PILOT’S
LICENSE
5% OFF
your order!

APPETIZERS - Edamame, Smoked Fish Dip, Baked Brie, Bahamian Conch Fritters, Hot Creamy
Crab Dip, Steak House Onion Rings, Chicken Wings (6), Mozzarella Sticks (5), Chili Rellenos,
Nachos, Tuna Nachos

FREE
KID’S MEAL
with
$12 purchase.

SOUPS & SALADS - Creamy Crab Soup, Bahamian Conch Chowder, Caesar or Southwest Salad
SANDWICHES - Mahi Mahi Sandwich, Pilot House Baja Style Fish or Shrimp Tacos, Char Grilled
Hamburger, Pilot House Harvey Fish Sandwich, Crunchy Grouper Sandwich, Fish and Chips Platter,
Shrimp and Chips Platter, Pilot House Chicken Sandwich

Pilot House Restaurant & Marina • MM 99.6 • 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
www.PilotHouseMarina.com • info@pilothousemarina.com • (305) 451-3142

Located at
MM 99.6
As of April 16, 2020
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IMPORTANT: ECONOMIC
STIMULUS CHECK
Q: What is an Economic
Stimulus payment?
A: It is money that the federal
government sends to taxpayers.
Q: Where will the government
get this money?
A: From taxpayers.
Q: So the government is giving
me back my own money?
A: Only a smidgen of it.
Q: What is the purpose of this
payment?
A: The plan is for you to use
the money to purchase a
high definition television set, a
new iPad, or a new SUV, thus
stimulating the economy.
Q: Isn’t that stimulating the
economy of China?
A: Shut up.
Below is some helpful advice
on how to best help the US.
Economy with your stimulus
check:
* If you spend the stimulus
money at Walmart the
money will go to China or Sri
Lanka.
* if you spend it on gasoline,
your money goes to the
Arabs.
* if you purchase a computer,
it goes to India, Taiwan or
China.
* if you purchase fruits and
vegetables, it will go to
Mexico, Honduras, and
Guatemala.
* if you buy an efficient car, it
will go to Japan or Korea.
* if you purchase useless stuff, it
goes to Taiwan.
* if you pay your credit card
off, or buy stock, it will go to
the management bonuses
and they will hide it offshore.
Instead keep the money in
America by:
(1) Spending it at a yard sale, or
(2) Going to a ball game, or
(3) Spending it on prostitutes, or
(4) Beer, or
(5) Tattoos.
(These are the only businesses
still operating in the US.)
CONCLUSION: Go to a ball
game with a tattooed prostitute
that you met at a yard sale and
drink beer all day.
No need to thank us, just glad
to be of help.

The wildlife at
Pilot House
misses seeing
your faces!
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Why Using a Travel Agent is
More Important Than Ever Before
COVID-19 has turned our
world upside down as we
know it, and soon we will be
facing a new normal. After
self-isolation is complete,
people are going to want to
escape their homes –
whether it is to the mall, a
restaurant or on vacation. As
you make your plans and
start re-exploring your
community and the world, I
implore you to support small
businesses such as boutiques,
locally-owned restaurants
and travel agents. Our livelihoods have been devastated
and we need your support.
Yes, travel agents still
exist and during this pandemic we have proven to be
more valuable to travelers
than ever before. There are
countless stories of travel
agents who have helped their
clients return home after
being stranded. Travel
agents who have lent an ear
and empathy, calming those
who are scared.
Travel agents are your
advocate. As a travel agent
with Coral Reef Travels
Dream Vacations, we have
close relationships with
nearly every major travel
supplier and can advocate on
your behalf. We are committed to working diligently
with your best interests in
mind.
Travel agents save you
time, energy and aggravation.
Your time is valuable and
should be spent with family.
We call your vacation provider (cruise line, hotel,
airline, tour operator, etc.),

so you don‛t have to wait on
hold for hours on end. We
can explain to you complex
cancellation and re-booking
policies and are here to
address your concerns.
Travel agents are always
here for you. We are available day and night to answer
your questions, and when you
work with a locally-owned
agency, you are guaranteed
to always speak with the
same person. And because
we are not in a call center,
the travel agent you called
will always call you back in a
timely manner. In a normal
environment, we are here to
make your vacation as seamless as possible – from the
research and booking stages
to planning excursions when
you are away and taking care
of the logistics of your
return trip home. Nothing
has changed since COVID19. We have been and always
will be there for you.
Also, booking your vacation with a travel agency is
supporting a small business.
There is a light at the end of
this tunnel, and you are going
to want to go on vacation and
live life to the fullest by
checking items off your
bucket list. When you do
book with a travel agent, we
are dedicated to making your
vacation dreams become a
reality and in turn, you are
helping us make our business
dreams come true.
So please remember to
use a travel agent the next
time you book a vacation — we
promise, you won‛t regret it.

BROUGHT TO YOU BY

How We See Things Differently Now
IN THE PRODUCTS WE BUY

IN OUR GROOMING

PRO TIP:
If you wear
your jeans 5
days in a row,
they become
all baggy and
it looks like
you're losing
weight.

IN BUSINESS

IN OUR CREATIVE PPE

We Buy Guns

We Stock Guitar Strings
— New & Used Guitars —
CORAL FINANCIAL
Jewelry & Pawn

Barbara Cimmarusti
305-902-6954 / 855 733-3885
Coral Reef Travels • www.coralreeftravels.com

IN FASHION

MM102
Oceanside
Key Largo

305

453-5300

Top Dollar Paid
• Modern
• Vintage
• Antique

Custom
Jewelry
On-Site
Jewelry
Repair

CORAL FINANCIAL
MM102 (O)

Key Largo

Jewelry & Pawn

305

453-5300

SAFE • CONVENIENT • DISCREET
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Conch Characters

Captain Corey Bryan and Sheriff Ramsey
protecting the entrance to the Keys.

Banner of appreciation spotted at Key Largo Post Office:
“Thank you Postal Workers for being here for us.”

Igor & Red Elvises played a special St. Patrick's day
show at the Lorelei.

Hardworking Rodney helps
keep the Lorelei looking spiffy.

Lorelei: Ready for Your Return!

Maggie at the American Legion.

Boat races at Gilbert’s in March.

The Lorelei has gotten new equipment, cleaned
existing equipment, and organized everything....
awaiting your return.

There is fresh paint behind the bar at the Lorelei.

Wyland + Lorelei Mermaid = ICONIC
The iconic Lorelei mermaid at Mile
Marker 82 has had a few different
"looks" over the years. A handful of
talented artists have painted and
changed her, with each look being
unique and great in its own way. On
March 28th, world renowned artist
Wyland stopped by and did a wonderful job on her.
A project of this scope and size
would certainly take a lot of planning
and maybe even a practice run or two.
You can‛t just throw a ladder up there
and start painting right?
Well, there is a reason Wyland is
one of the most collected living artists in the world and he certainly
didn‛t disappoint. While some of the
Lorelei staff might have been a bit
nervous (ahem) when Wyland grabbed
a ladder and started painting, Wyland
was not. Afte rall, this guy has
painted over 100 large murals all over
the world (Check out his “Whaling
Walls” online, or locally in Key West,
Marathon and Key Largo) so a 30-foot
mermaid should be easy right? Turns
out, it was so easy for him, that it
only took him 2 hours.
The Lorelei is working on creating
a special hybrid Wyland Foundation &
Lorelei t-shirt. This t-shirt will feature his mermaid, the Lorelei sunset
celebration, and the Wyland Foundation. The Lorelei will donate 50% of
the sale price of every shirt sold,

Before her makeover.

directly to the Wyland Foundation.
The Wyland foundation is a non-profit
dedicated to promoting, protecting
and preserving the world's oceans,
waterways and marine life.
www.loreleicabanabar.com
www.wylandfoundation.org

Dr. Susanna May is dedicated
to beating back the coronavirus.

The Sunshine Band entertained on Easter from their garage.

Your CBD’s M Falciano shared a sunset at the condo
beach they have been enjoying when not working.

Wyland cruised by The Lorelei to
check out his paint job recently.

Spotted at Winn Dixie Key Largo.

Sue Beal, Coconut Telegraph's layout artist, models
her mask, made for her by friend Susie Anderson.

All the bar stools and bar chairs at the Lorelei
have a fresh coat of paint.

Lorelei sunsets - gorgeous as ever! (Rob LeBrun)

Thanks, Wyland!
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American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo

FREE TAKE-OUT MEALS

for those affected by the coronavirus shutdown
every Wednesday and Thursday in May from 5 to 6 PM

Meal Plans
Menus available on Mondays on our Facebook page:
Ocean Bay Dining

WE THANK THESE PEOPLE FOR KEEPING IT GOING:
Ken and Robin Nyman
"Bugs" Vinson
Jan Gould
Callum Allison

$12.50 per meal, $10.50 per meal when ordering
ﬁve or more, and $9.50 when ordering
ten or more per week.
Discounts given for cash or online payment.
Order By Thursday for
Sunday Pickup or Monday Delivery.

COVID-19 Information
In addition to our weekly Meal Plans, we are oﬀering
a limited menu of pre-made individual or family-style
meals for pickup or delivery.
Menus will be available on our Facebook page,
and by phone call or text to 501-626-2424.

"Duck"
Bill Wilson
Max Trent
Rebecca Fenech

James McVay
Tammie Munson
Bob LaCase
Mary Duffy

Kathy Wargo
Maggie McKeehan
Alice May
Chris Squier

2 Seagate Blvd.• MM 99.6 • Key Largo • 305-451-0307 • www.legionpost333.org

WE
ARE
OPEN!

The Big Chill is open for takeout and delivery!
This includes alcoholic cocktails!!
Give us a call 305-453-9066

Salvation Army Family Store

MM 99 Bayside
Key Largo

SHOP • DONATE

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS
Key Largo Bay Marriott Beach Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-9881
Temporary Hours: 6am to 4pm

Restaurant

305-453-2660

LOCALLY OWNED

99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

Visit the store, or call 305-872-5744 for prompt and courteous pickup

OPEN 11:00 AM to 9:30 PM EVERY DAY

OPEN FOR
TAKE-OUT
LOCALS’ FAVORITE

305-453-3153 45 Garden Cove Drive MM 106

Saul Ornelas, Kathy Giles,
and Tony Ornelas.

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises
Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

Keys Adventures

American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo
Prayers for our vets and their families.
We hope to be open in the near future.

Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway
www.keysadventureswatersports.com

There are exciting renovations happening during this time
and we can't wait for everyone to see our new look.

305-731-9472

2 Seagate Blvd.• MM 99.6 • Key Largo • 305-451-0307 • www.legionpost333.org
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Map ad size

New York Style Pizzeria

TAKE OUT • DELIVERY
PIZZA • ITALIAN SPECIALTIES • GREAT FOOD

“So Good It’ll Make Your Tongue Slap Your Brain”
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Our second Florida Keys location

MM 88.8 Bayside, Islamorada
305-852-2200

We are currently closed.
We look forward to seeing you
when we reopen.
Look us up on Facebook:
key largo moose lodge 2287
or key largo women of
the moose chapter 1565

mile marker 98.8 in the median

COLORFUL

New York Style Pizzeria

TAKE OUT • DELIVERY
PIZZA • ITALIAN SPECIALTIES • GREAT FOOD

WE LIKE COLORFUL!
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“So Good It’ll Make Your Tongue Slap Your Brain”
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R
O
Y

K

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser,
(or would like to be), call us to ﬁnd out what your ad
would cost in color. It’s surprisingly aﬀordable!
305-304-2837
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Our second Florida Keys location

MM 88.8 Bayside, Islamorada
305-852-2200
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We Mourn the Loss of Rodney Nelson
Rodney Nelson, our award-winning
artist/cartoonist passed away in early
April. We are so sad to lose him and his
enormous talent, and we‛ll miss his
offbeat sense of humor!
Rodney born in Miami and raised in
the Florida Keys. After moving to Key
Largo in 1970 he began exploring the
ocean and back country in his
grandfather‛s boat, where he discovered beauty everywhere he went. An
avid fisherman, he was amazed at the
colors and patterns of the fish he caught. He was so
inspired that he began to paint them. Nelson drew and
painted his whole life.
For the past 40 years most of Rodney‛s work was
airbrushing. Wall murals, vehicles of all kinds, boats, signs,
wood, metal, etc. In 2017, his work won the esteemed 1st
place booth contest at The Tropical Plant International Expo
(TPIE) Plant Show in Miami. He was up against others who
spent millions on their designs! He had a keen sense for
capturing the essence of what his commissioned customers
desired, and he always brought it to life.
Nelson's expert airbrushing has took him to Key West
for many years, where he won 1st place airbrushing on nearly
naked people for Fantasy Fest. He was comfortable painting
just about anything!
Nelson also painted with a brush, whether it be on
canvas, wood, wall murals or when he was just having fun
with his grandkids. His grandkids were very important to
him; he overcame substance abuse to stay healthy for them.
He was a whiz on the computer, designing logos, signs,
business cards, vehicle wraps, banners, websites, t-shirts,
and view-thru window screens. You may have seen the
incredible Coconut Telegraph maps of Islamorada and Key
Largo... caricature is another of his talents.
In the last few years, Rodney taught himself glass etching and became proficient at that too! He loved the challenge of something new and guarantees satisfaction.
Rodney, we already miss you!

Etched glass door design

interior mural

Three tee shirt designs

The award-winning booth design.
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The Mangrove Galley
by Sandi Mieszczenski

My, what trying times. Since our beloved Ursa Minor is a
boat and, according to the Monroe County Sheriffs
Office, “not real property,” we have not been able to
enter the Keys for our usual bi-monthly visit to check on
her and touch base with our many friends at Gilbert’s.
So, in a small way putting out this month’s column is our
way of visiting. Hope you find this dish enjoyable!
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1 large chicken breast
1 cup coarse chopped onions
1 cup coarse chopped green peppers
1 cup fresh corn cut from the cob
1 10-oz can Rotel diced tomatoes
(heat levels vary, choose carefully)
1 15-oz can black beans drained
6 tortillas of your choice, corn or flour

3 strips bacon
2 Tbls butter
1 Tbls garlic powder
1Tbls chilli or taco seasoning
1 tsp cumin
6 oz shredded cheese
of your choice

SERVICES

CLUBS

WE BUY COINS

House Cleaning
call Danielle
305-393-2728

THE KEY PLAYERS

or too small. We pay
cash on the spot and
we offer private
consultation in our
location or yours.
Call Bill 305.942.0911.
Buyers agent is
buying
Vintage Costume
Jewelry
Call & leave msg.
305-304-2837
Classified ads will not be
accepted without payment.

VESSEL SAFETY
The USCG Auxiliary
conducts vessel safety
checks at Blackwater
Sound Marina,
MM 103.8 Bayside, every
third Saturday of the
month.Public welcome.
305-998-8400

MUSICIANS
Amateur & seasoned
musicians wanted!
The Keys Community
Concert Band
begins rehearsals in the fall.
More info call 305-451-4530.

Performing FREE outdoor Pops in the Park
concerts on Saturday each month
November through April, since 1992.
Fun for the entire family...

Community Theater Group
needs volunteers to work
behind the scenes &
audition for roles!
thekeyplayers.org

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern
and Bromeliad Society
meets the 3rd Thurs. of every
month at Key Largo Library
Community Room at 7pm.
Open to the public.
305-451-2396.

GET CLASSIFIED
$10 per col. inch
per month!

MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE

Classified Display Space $15/in.
Drop off ad and payment at
The UPS STORE
101425 Overseas Highway
Next to Publix at Tradewinds

Questions? 305•304•2837

Photo by Donna Dietrich

And... Monroe County Sheriffs, local fishermen, restaurant
workers and management!

CLASSIFIED ADS

BUYING
No collection too large

Thank you, concert-goers, for a wonderful 2019-2020
season! Although the March and April concerts were cancelled,
the four concerts we did perform were outstanding Truly
awesome conducting, fabulous music, and lively crowds made
this a memorable season for the Florida Keys Community Concert Band.

In a sauté pan, melt the butter over medium high heat and add the
onions and peppers. Stir until coated and cook until slightly tender. Add
the corn and the Rotel (with liquid) and bring to a bubble. Add the
beans, stir thoroughly and set aside. Cut the bacon strips crossways
onto 1/2 inch pieces and cook until golden brown. Drain in a colander
leaving a small amount of grease in the pan. Cut the chicken breast into
1/2 inch cubes and sauté in the bacon fat until cooked through. Toast
the tortillas until crispy using a little butter for each one and place in an
11x 13 baking dish. They will overlap. Add the chicken and bacon to the
bean mixture and heat back up until the liquid is steaming. Evenly spoon
the mixture over the tortillas and spread the grated cheese over the
whole dish. Place under the broiler until the cheese just melts and call
everyone for dinner. A little hot sauce and sour cream makes a nice
topping if you so desire. Enjoy!!

Sandi’s recipes are featured here monthly. For previous issues go to theconchtelegraph.com

COCONUT
TELEGRAPH

Keys Community Concert Band
Closes Out 2019-2020 Season

CHICKEN-BLACK BEAN TOSTADAS

SERVICES

For only $3,500 we come
to your house dressed as
coronavirus rescue team
to rescue you from your
wife. We take you to your
girlfriend's place for 14
days quarantine and
bring you back home
afterward.

FOR SALE

DEAD PARAKEET.
NOT GOING CHEEP.

BARN FIND - VINTAGE
Make an offer.
No low-ballers, I know
what I‛ve got!

FUNDRAISER
HOLY WATER CAR WASH
Thursday the 23rd, 11am-3pm
“We will wash the
hell out of your car”

While we are challenged by social distancing, and not able to
rehearse together as a group, music is very much alive within
our families, and we are eagerly anticipating the 2020-2021
season. Looking back at a few of the exciting accomplishments
from this season... we played a Salute
To America's Finest, welcomed ukulele
players to our stage, had a visit from
Santa who passed out gifts, welcomed
handbell ringers to our stage, told musical stories, loaned instruments to the
audience to play along, sang and played
the Beer Barrel Polka, welcomed the
Sugarloaf Sanctuary Drummers to our
stage, had a had a fantastic puppy
parade, awarded official KCCB ballcaps
and
shirts to lucky winners, had a
visit from Goldilocks and the
Three Bears, and watched a
tiger fly across the stage.
WHEW! All of this, while the
finest concert band players of
the Upper Keys never missed a
note.
KCCB is busy planning now
for future concerts. If you would like more information, please
visit our website at keyscommunityconcertband.org. For more
pictures visit our facebook page, keyscommunityconcertband.
Admission to our concerts and membership in the band are
ALWAYS free, but as a 501(c)(3) organization we do rely on
donations from generous people like you. If you're able to make
a donation to help keep us alive for another season, please go to:
https://www.paypal.me/KeysCommunityBand or mail a check to
Keys Community Concert Band at 326 Lance Lane, Key Largo, FL
33037. No amount is too small or too large; we greatly appreciate you and are very thankful to The Coconut Telegraph for
giving us this unique opportunity.
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Often it takes something major to wake us up,
as we struggle to maintain an illusion of control.
In life, most of us want
things to go to the places we
have envisioned ourselves
going. We have plans and
visions, some of them
divinely inspired, that we
want to see through to
completion. We want to be
happy, successful, and
healthy, all of which are
perfectly natural and perfectly human.
So when life takes us to
places we didn't consciously
want to go, we often feel as
if something has gone wrong,
or we must have made a
mistake somewhere along
the line, or any number of
other disheartening possibilities. This is just life's
way of taking us to a place
we need to go for reasons
that go deeper than our own
ability to reason. These hard
knocks and trials are
designed to shed light on our
unconscious workings and
deepen our experience of
reality.
Often it takes something
major to wake us up, to
shake us loose from our
ego's grip as it struggles to
maintain an illusion of control. It is loss of control
more than anything else that
humbles us and enables us to
see the big picture. It
reminds us that the key to

the universe lies in what we
do not know, and what we
do know is a small fraction
of the great mystery in
which we live. This awareness softens and lightens
us, as we release our resistance to what is.
Another gift gleaned from
going to these seemingly
undesirable places is that, in
our response to difficulty,
we can see all the patterns
and unresolved emotional
baggage that stand in the
way of our unconditional
joyfulness. Joy exists
within us independently of
whether things go our way
or not. And when we don't
feel it, we can trust that we
will find it if we are willing
to surrender to the situation, moving through it as
we move through our difficult feelings.
We can take our inspiration
from any fairy tale that
finds its central character
lost in a dark wood, frightened and alone. We know
that the journey through
the wood provides its own
kind of beauty and richness.
On the other side, we will
emerge transformed,
lighter and brighter, braver
and more confident for
having moved through that
darkness.

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,
healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

Meanwhile, at the Key Largo Animal Shelter...

This is How it Works

The Places We Go

It is a slow day in Key Largo
and US1 is deserted. Times are
tough, the virus has nearly
everything shut down and
everybody is in debt and living
on credit.
Two Tallahassee government officials heading to Key
West drive through town, stop
at a small cafe - one dons his
mask and goes in and lays a $50
bill on the counter, saying he
wants to take a look at the
menu with his traveling companion then order take-out.
As soon as he walks out, the
cook grabs the bill and runs up
stairs to pay his debt to his
boss who gave him an advance
on his pay.
The boss takes the bill and
runs down the road to pay his
debt to Key Largo Fisheries.
Rick Hill takes the $50 and
heads off to pay his bill to the
man who supplies them with
fresh lemons.
The guy at the fruit stand
takes the $50 and runs to pay

his debt to
Denny‛s
Liquor
store, who
offered him last week‛s rum on
credit.
The liquor store owner runs
to the cafe and pays off the
cook for last week‛s lunches.
The cook places the $50 bill
back on the counter so the guy
from Tallahassee won't suspect
anything.
At that moment the guy
comes in from the pow-wow in
the car and says “My friend is a
vegan and I think we will just
eat when we get in Key West.”
he picks up the $50 bill and
leaves.
No one produced anything.
No one earned anything. However, the whole town is now out
of debt and looking to the
future with more optimism.
AND THAT, LADIES AND
GENTLEMEN, IS HOW A
STIMULUS PACKAGE WORKS
IN THE KEYS.
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1 Sandbox
2 Man Overboard
3 I Understand
4 Read Between the Lines
5 Long Underwear
6 Crossroads

7 Downtown
8 Tricycle
9 Upper Level
10 3 Degrees Below 0
11 Neon Lights
12 Circles under Eyes

23
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13 High Chair
14 Paradise
15 Touchdown
16 6 feet Underground
17 Mind Over Matter
18 He’s Beside Himself

4

READ
8

CYCLE
CYCLE
CYCLE

12

III I

Dara is feeding Tiny, our gentle giant.

Ilia feeding Zimba the orange cat; he
will grab her hair if she's not quick
enough to give him his meal!

Ilia feeding Loki, the grey and white cat.

As people are home with their pets at this stressful time, their pets may sense the stress from them.
Providing a peaceful and stable environment, love and comfort will help.
Give them more attention and time, including more dog walks!

Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter. If you are interested in taking one
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.
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Calvin

TIny

Meghan

Cocoa

Loki
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DEATH/LIFE
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19 Backward Glance
20 Life After Death
21 Soldier Overseas
22 Space Program
23 See -thru Blouse
24 Just Between You and Me

Amber

April

Luna

Iris

Delilah
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OPENING FRIDAY, MAY 1 • TAKE OUT ONLY
FULL MENU • SPECIALS • RUM BUCKETS
Please call ahead 305-453-1905

House Restaurant is open for Take-Out Service only.
Hungry? Pilot
Call us at (305) 451-3142 between 11 am and 7 pm to order from our takeout menu.

ATTN: COVID 19 TESTING
We all need to work together if we
want to slow the spread of COVID
19. Unite against the virus now.

Blackened Mahi Mahi Sandwich

Shrimp and Chips

WE ARE TESTING THE ENTIRE
NATION FOR COVID 19
We need your help! Tonight between 10pm and 6am, using laser
scanning satellites we will measure
everybody’s core temperature.
Please stand naked at your front
window with curtains open and
your ID is in your hand pointing
towards the sky.
Your cooperation is appreciated.

Crunchy Grouper

Char-grilled Hamburger

Pilot House Restaurant & Marina • 13 Seagate Blvd. MM 99.6, Key Largo • www.PilotHouseMarina.com (305) 451-3142
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2020 is a unique Leap Year.
It has 29 days in February,
300 days in March and
5 years in April. Can’t wait
to see what May brings!
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Coco‘Nut’ Funnies
A drunken man staggers
into a Catholic church and
sits down in a confession
box and says nothing.
The priest caught to
attract his attention, but
the man says nothing.
The priest knocks on the
wall three times in an
attempt to get the man to
speak.
Finally, the drunk replies:
“No use knockin’ dude,
there’s no paper in this
one either.”
A man takes his wife to get tested for
Coronavirus. Two days later, he gets a
call from the lab.
Doctor: I’m sorry to inform you that
your wife’s test results were mixed up
with another patient! We’re not sure
if she has COVID-19 or Alzheimer’s
disease.
Man: What am I supposed to do now?
Doctor: Take her for long walk and
leave her. If she finds her way back
home, don’t open the door.

Just be careful because people are going crazy from being
in lock down! Actually I’ve just
been talking about this with
the microwave and toaster
while drinking coffee and all
of us agreed that things are
getting bad. The stove said
things are heating up, but I
didn’t mention anything to the
washing machine, as she puts
a different spin on everything and certainly not to the
fridge as he is acting cold and
distant. Although the sewing
machine had me in stitches,
in the end the iron calmed me
down as she said everything
will be fine, no situation is too
pressing.

In Mariners Hospital, a gentleman had made several attempts to
get into the men’s restroom, but it
had always been occupied A nurse
noticed his predicament.
Sir, she said “You may use the
ladies room if you promise not to
touch any of the buttons on the
wall.”
He did what he needed to, and as
he sat there he noticed the buttons
he had promised not to touch.
Each button was identified by letters: WW, WA, PP, and a red one
labeled ATR.
Who would know if he touched
them?
He couldn’t resist.. He pushed
WW. warm water was sprayed
gently upon his bottom.
What a nice feeling, he thought.
Men restrooms don’t have nice
things like this.
Anticipating greater pleasure, he
pushed the WA button. Warm air
replaced the warm water, gently
drying his underside.
When this stopped, he pushed the
PP button. A large powder puff
caressed his bottom adding a fragile scent of spring flower to this
unbelievable pleasure.. The ladies
restroom was more than a restroom, it is tender loving pleasure.
When the powder puff completed
its pleasure, he couldn’t wait to
push the ATR button which he
knew would be supreme ecstasy.
Next thing he knew he opened his
eyes, he was in a hospital bed, and
a nurse was staring down at him.

So, I was sitting on the
couch and my husband
sweetly whispered...
"The best part about all
of this is that I get to
spend more time with
you." As I looked over at
him lovingly, l realized
he was talking to the dog.

“What happened?” he exclaimed.
The last thing I remember was
pushing the ATR button.
“The button ATR is an Automatic
Tampon Remover. Your penis is
under your pillow.”
“MEN NEVER LISTEN”

Has anyone else
bought
the Covid-19 home
testing kit from
Wish.com?
I got mine today
and apparently
I'm pregnant!!
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“When you go out and see the empty
streets, the empty stadiums, the
empty train platforms, don’t say to
yourself, “It looks like the end of the
world.” What you’re seeing is love in
action. What you’re seeing, in that
negative space, is how much we do
care for each other, for our grandparents, for our immune-compromised
brothers and sisters, for people we
will never meet. People will lose jobs
over this. Some will lose their businesses. And some will lose their lives.
All the more reason to take a moment, when you’re out on your walk,
or on your way to the store, or just
watching the news, to look into the
emptiness and marvel at all of that
love. Let it fill you and sustain you.
It Isn’t the end of the world. It is the
most remarkable act of global solidarity we may ever witness.

While we are in
lockdown, we should
all call random numbers
in India and ask about
their car ’s extended
warranty.

Premier Listings From Your Local Real Estate Specialists

Living and Working in the Florida Keys
for Over 25 years!

Business in the Keys
24-HR
SERVICE

RAY

Al’s Carpet

Commercial & Residential • State Certified Contractor
CFC057546 / Licensed & Insured

CERTIFIED MASTER PLUMBER SPECIALIST

info@nwpflkeys.com

Office: (305) 853-1848
Cell: (305) 772-4580

97671 Overseas Hwy
Key Largo, FL 33037

(305) 451-4460

We are MORE
than just Carpet!
Carpet • Area Rugs
Tile • Vinyl • Wood
Laminate • Shutters
Window Coverings

99264 Overseas Hwy • Key Largo • Bayside

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

30 Orange Drive

100961 Overseas Highway

1642 Churchill Downs

DREAMING OF THE KEYS LIFE? Solidly built bungalow
with newly remodeled kitchen and impact windows
is ready for you, all you need is a bathing suit and
toothbrush. New roof coming soon. Lokated in the
X-Zone. $289,000

SUBURBAN COMMERCIAL property on nearly 1/4 acre
of land located on US1 in the X-Zone. This is a great
price with lots of potential!!!. $309,000

GOOD VIBES and VIEWS! VIEWS! VIEWS! Oversized
pool home perfect for family compound. Sigh and
kiss your worries goodbye! Seeing is believing.
Adams Cut LoKation for easy boating Bay or
Oceanside! $995,000

445 Lime Drive
GREAT FAMILY HOME! Concrete home in the X-Zone,
highest elevation in the Keys. Convenient location close
to schools, shopping, Parks, restaurants and easy
mainland access. Spacious with open concept floor plan.
$365,000

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.
Barbara Eads

The Conch Republic

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

GRI, CRS.TRC, CIPS, CLHMS, SFR, REOS
Licensed Real Estate Broker

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Barbara Eads Realty, Inc.

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

91770 Overseas Highway
Tavernier, FL 33070

305.304.2837
www.TheConchTelegraph.com
101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

PHONES
FIXED FAST

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

Web Design
Website
Renovations
E-Commerce
Maintenance

Upper Keys
Web Design
Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281
www.upperkeys.net

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

305-896-1675 call or text

KeysPhoneRepair@gmail.com
KeysSmartphoneRepair.com
90270 Overseas Hwy., Tavernier, FL 33070
Inside the Marathon Gas Station at mm90 Bayside

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day)

305-451-5955
numlargo@yahoo.com

220 W. 2nd Court

6 Rose Avenue

Off: (305) 853-5982
Cell: (305) 586-7326
Fax: (305) 853-5987
Email: Barbara@keysforsale.com
Website: www.keysforsale.com

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com

$1 Sushi all the time!
Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

Lunch Specials from $5.95

Private Room Available
Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

Spacious home on large corner lot! Open floor plan
with separate laundry room. Huge bonus - a concrete,
full-car garage. Located in a family neighborhood
close to schools, shopping, restaurants and easy
commute to Miami. $249,000

INVESTOR ALERT! Good location in Key Largo Village two home owners' parks, with beach, pavilion and two
boat ramps. Close to shopping, restaurants, recreation,
boating, fishing and swimming! Great potential!!!
$299,000

40 Transylvania Ave

27 Avenue A

Passed Inspections! Passed Appraisal!
SELLER SAYS “SELL IT!” Nice home with lovely kitchen
BUYER FINANCING FELL APART!
and newer appliances. Enjoy the good life in the
Seller Says ''BRING ALL OFFERS!!!''
screened Florida room with spacious newer hot-tub.
Fully Fenced. Neighborhood park with beach, 2 boat Concrete bunker! Delightful family home located in
ramps, pavilion and picnic area. Possible seller
the X-Zone. Nearly 1/4 acre, fully fenced and situated
financing!!! $224,000
on two low maintenance open lots! County says lot
can be separated and build-able. Move-in condition.
New roof in 2019. $428,000

LoKally Respected!

Our goal is to exceed your expectations and to make your experience with us,
as your Realtors, efﬁcient, effective and rewarding.

Susan Holler, Realtor®
Cell: 305-393-1695

Kelly Wilson, Realtor®
Cell: 305-394-6742

Virtual Showings Upon Request!

Are you looking to
Buy or Sell?
Call Susan or Kelly today!

Suz@SusanKHoller.com
www.SusanKholler.com

LoKated in Key Largo
Corporate Ofﬁce: 1500 E Atlantic Blvd, Pompano Beach, FL 33060
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