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Support

LOCAL MUSIC

Come Out for Some Fun and
Support the Musicians Relief Fund!

Saturday, April 27

LIVE, LOCAL
MUSIC

SILENT AUCTION

RAFFLES
T-SHIRTS4 Bands • Inside & Outside

For info text Denise 305-304-2837 (email denisemalefyt@gmail.com), or text Tim Dressing 305-842-0286.
Donation checks must be made out to Elks Lodge for Musician's Relief Fund.

Key Largo Moose Lodge
MM 98.8 in the Median

1 to 7 pm
The MRF was started in April 2016 through the Elks Lodge to assist local entertainers in need.

MUNCHIES
Fantastic

Editorial - Musician’s Relief Fundraiser
Please help our local musicians! Saturday the 27th from 1 to 
7:00 at the Key Largo Moose Lodge we are going to party all 
day! There will be live music, door prizes and a silent auction 
to benefit the Musician’s Relief Fund. If you are a musician 
and want to jam with us call Tim Dressing 305-522-3982 or 
just show up. We are in need of items for our silent auction. 
Text me 305-304-2837. If you want to help by sending a 
check, please make it out to Elks Lodge for Musician’s Relief 
Fund, PO Box 255, Tavernier, Fl 33070-0255.

The Musician’s Relief Fund has been helping local musicians 
since 2016. See page 3 for more information.

MONROE ASSOCIATION FOR
REMARCABLE CITIZENS, INC.

SERVING THE FLORIDA KEYS SINCE 1966

The MARC Thrift Shop in Tavernier
is now open Wednesday thru Saturday from 9am to 3pm.
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Planting for the Critters... CONTINUED   Photos by Carol Ellis

CAROL ELLIS has lived in 

South Florida  her entire life 

and Key Largo for 37 years.

Currently a Master Gar-

dener volunteer, Carol has a 

degree in Journalism from 

the University of Florida and 

is the resident photographer 

/artist at Ocean Reef Club.

In preparation for this 
journal I spent a lot of time 
being grateful for my 
mother-in-law Helen A. Ellis, 
who had the vision for the 
garden where I call home. 
When she arrived in 1968, 
she could see the ocean a 
half mile away from her 
patio. Her home was on the 
golf course at Ocean Reef, 
which began as a fishing 
camp, with a small lodge 
developed by Roger Baker 
beginning in 1945.
Prior to its development, 
the area had been planted 
with key limes and orange 
groves.  Due to its high 
elevation of nearly 14 ft., 
our land was nicknamed 
"nose-bleed hill,” and 
originally was the site of a 
hardwood hammock, full of 
mahogany, lignumvitae, 
stoppers, figs, mastic, 
milkbark, and gumbo limbo 
with large branches full of 
glistening tree snails. In the 
name of progress, 
everything was leveled to 
make way for homesites on 
stark, barren coral rock fill. 
Helen understood about 
landscape planning, but the 
Florida garden is so 
different than gardens up 

spectacular flowers cause 
many to stop and take 
notice. The blooms when 
they emerge last just one 
day.  It is called the "penis" 

yet provide shade for 
energy conservation during 
the hot afternoon sun.
All summer long the Bombax 
has dense green 
foliage, It grows 
to 75 feet, and is 
about as wide as 
it is tall.  It likes 
full sun, and is a 
perfect Keys 
plant.  Late 
winter, this 
relative to the 
shaving brush 
tree drops all its 
leaves, and 
reveals a tangle 
of green 
branches.  Then 
flower buds 
begin to appear, 
looking a bit like 
an acorn, each day 
expanding outward, and 
elongating until about 5-6 
inches long and about an 
inch wide. 
The Bombax (Bombacaeae) 
from the Greek for silk, for 
contents of the seed pods, 
adds interest particularly 
when it is in full bloom in 
March and April when the 

Florida, The gardener 
understood that if the 
cutting was planted and 
taken care of, that it would 
grow to a full size tree.  
That is the magic about 
South Florida... everything 
grows. Trees are an 
essential element in the 
Florida garden because they 
provide shade during our 
very hot and sunny days 
here. The moment you enter 
my driveway, the 
temperature drops at least 
10 degrees. Large trees 
should be planted away from 
the house to minimize 
damage in case of storms, 

Helen asked a local gardener 
for some trees to plant. His 
name was "Joe Ficus." One 
day he arrived with three 
logs cut from tropical trees. 
He put them in our poor, 
sandy, salty, coral rock soil.  
This wasn't an instant 
garden, it would take time 
and vision... thankfully Helen 
had a little of both. The 
stumps were Bombax 
(Pseudobombax ellipticum), 
African Tulip Tree 
(Spathodea campanulata) 
and Tiger's Claw (Erythrina 
livingstonia), trees that only 
grow in the tropics, and in 
the warmest locations in 

kind of pollinator block 
party. Scurrying from 
flower to flower a squirrel 
drinks from the nectar cup.  
Monk parakeets and red 
bellied wood peckers jockey 
for position on a flower, 
while a hummingbird zips in 
and out of the nectar-filled 
cups.

Red-bellied woodpecker pondering his next meal. 

The landscape that Helen 
built, and I now steward, is 
full of life.  We can make a 
difference in our 
landscapes if we plant 
trees, shrubs and ground 
cover that provide essential 
elements for wildlife.
If someone were to ask, 
what was better before it 
was discovered, I'd say the 
Florida Keys before 
air-conditioning and the 
water pipeline. It had 
hardwood hammocks that 
sloped down to a natural 

tree by some.  I rather 
equate it to a banana peel. 
When ready the bloom‛s 
outer casing splits and 
curls, revealing a fireworks 
like burst of a flaming 
pinkish-red bloom.
If you are walking by and 
you don't happen to look up 
to see the blooms, you may 
be drawn in by the sound of 
bees buzzing overhead... a 

A Red-bellied woodpecker searching for insects and nectar.

Some call it the penis tree, I 
prefer to compare it to a 
banana peel.

north. I still have her 
reference books, full of 
dog-eared pages, notes, and 
clippings from the Miami 
Herald. For the last 50 
years “Florida Landscape 

Plants” (John V. Watkins) 
and “Your Florida Garden” 
(John V. Watkins and 
Herbert S. Wolfe) are still 
go-to manuals for Florida 
native and exotic plants.

mangrove shoreline that 
filtered runoff, protected 
it from storms, and at the 
same time was a nursery for 
baby fish, crabs and sea 
life, which provided food 
for the birds and bigger 
fish and so on. Our family 
wasn't the first to come to 
the Keys, and there will be 
scores after us, coming for 
whatever reason floats 
their boat, and they'll need 
docks and a place to lay 
their heads at night, places 
to shop, be entertained and 
relax... even play some 
golf... and so the story goes.

In preparation for this 
journal I spent a lot of time 
being grateful for my 
mother-in-law Helen A. Ellis, 
who had the vision for the 
garden where I call home. 
When she arrived in 1968, 
she could see the ocean a 
half mile away from her 
patio. Her home was on the 
golf course at Ocean Reef, 
which began as a fishing 
camp, with a small lodge 
developed by Roger Baker 
beginning in 1945.
Prior to its development, 
the area had been planted 
with key limes and orange 
groves.  Due to its high 
elevation of nearly 14 ft., 
our land was nicknamed 
"nose-bleed hill,” and 
originally was the site of a 
hardwood hammock, full of 
mahogany, lignumvitae, 
stoppers, figs, mastic, 
milkbark, and gumbo limbo 
with large branches full of 
glistening tree snails. In the 
name of progress, 
everything was leveled to 
make way for homesites on 
stark, barren coral rock fill. 
Helen understood about 
landscape planning, but the 
Florida garden is so 
different than gardens up 

spectacular flowers cause 
many to stop and take 
notice. The blooms when 
they emerge last just one 
day.  It is called the "penis" 

yet provide shade for 
energy conservation during 
the hot afternoon sun.
All summer long the Bombax 
has dense green 
foliage, It grows 
to 75 feet, and is 
about as wide as 
it is tall.  It likes 
full sun, and is a 
perfect Keys 
plant.  Late 
winter, this 
relative to the 
shaving brush 
tree drops all its 
leaves, and 
reveals a tangle 
of green 
branches.  Then 
flower buds 
begin to appear, 
looking a bit like 
an acorn, each day 
expanding outward, and 
elongating until about 5-6 
inches long and about an 
inch wide. 
The Bombax (Bombacaeae) 
from the Greek for silk, for 
contents of the seed pods, 
adds interest particularly 
when it is in full bloom in 
March and April when the 

Florida, The gardener 
understood that if the 
cutting was planted and 
taken care of, that it would 
grow to a full size tree.  
That is the magic about 
South Florida... everything 
grows. Trees are an 
essential element in the 
Florida garden because they 
provide shade during our 
very hot and sunny days 
here. The moment you enter 
my driveway, the 
temperature drops at least 
10 degrees. Large trees 
should be planted away from 
the house to minimize 
damage in case of storms, 

The bees having a pollinator 
block party.

Helen asked a local gardener 
for some trees to plant. His 
name was "Joe Ficus." One 
day he arrived with three 
logs cut from tropical trees. 
He put them in our poor, 
sandy, salty, coral rock soil.  
This wasn't an instant 
garden, it would take time 
and vision... thankfully Helen 
had a little of both. The 
stumps were Bombax 
(Pseudobombax ellipticum), 
African Tulip Tree 
(Spathodea campanulata) 
and Tiger's Claw (Erythrina 
livingstonia), trees that only 
grow in the tropics, and in 
the warmest locations in 

kind of pollinator block 
party. Scurrying from 
flower to flower a squirrel 
drinks from the nectar cup.  
Monk parakeets and red 
bellied wood peckers jockey 
for position on a flower, 
while a hummingbird zips in 
and out of the nectar-filled 
cups.

A Red-bellied woodpecker and Monk parakeet jockey for position.

Bombax buds and flowers at night in various stages of development.

A nimble squirrel at home in the tangle of bombax branches.

Planting for the Critters in our Midst by Carol Ellis

The landscape that Helen 
built, and I now steward, is 
full of life.  We can make a 
difference in our 
landscapes if we plant 
trees, shrubs and ground 
cover that provide essential 
elements for wildlife.
If someone were to ask, 
what was better before it 
was discovered, I'd say the 
Florida Keys before 
air-conditioning and the 
water pipeline. It had 
hardwood hammocks that 
sloped down to a natural 

tree by some.  I rather 
equate it to a banana peel. 
When ready the bloom‛s 
outer casing splits and 
curls, revealing a fireworks 
like burst of a flaming 
pinkish-red bloom.
If you are walking by and 
you don't happen to look up 
to see the blooms, you may 
be drawn in by the sound of 
bees buzzing overhead... a 

north. I still have her 
reference books, full of 
dog-eared pages, notes, and 
clippings from the Miami 
Herald. For the last 50 
years “Florida Landscape 

Plants” (John V. Watkins) 
and “Your Florida Garden” 
(John V. Watkins and 
Herbert S. Wolfe) are still 
go-to manuals for Florida 
native and exotic plants.

mangrove shoreline that 
filtered runoff, protected 
it from storms, and at the 
same time was a nursery for 
baby fish, crabs and sea 
life, which provided food 
for the birds and bigger 
fish and so on. Our family 
wasn't the first to come to 
the Keys, and there will be 
scores after us, coming for 
whatever reason floats 
their boat, and they'll need 
docks and a place to lay 
their heads at night, places 
to shop, be entertained and 
relax... even play some 
golf... and so the story goes.
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Chef Clark Huff
C.E.C., CCA.

Let us cook for you!
Chef'’s Specialities

Keto and Low Calorie Menus
     available weekly on Mondays
     via Facebook @OceanBayDining
or by request via text msg to 1-888-403-4503

Catering services available
for 6 to 600 guests

Custom tailored to your Event

Contact Chef Clark 501-626-2424
OceanBayDining@gmail.com

OCEAN BAY
MEAL PLANS

OCEAN BAY CATERING

Support Live Music in the Upper Keys!

Get Your Tee Shirt Today!

The Musicians Relief Fund
aids local entertainers in need.

100% of the sale of these shirts
goes to the Musicians Relief Fund.

Available at the Elks Lodge in Tavernier. 
Or email Denise at theconchtelegraph@gmail.com
or mail a check (payable to Florida Keys Elks Lodge)

with your order to Coconut Telegraph
101425 Overseas Hwy. • PMB #628 • Key Largo, FL 33037

(Add $8 shipping per shirt if you want it mailed to you, and 
don’t forget to tell us Men or Women’s and what size(s) you want.)

$20

MEN’S
(CREW NECK)

LARGE, XL & 2XL
WOMEN’S

(V-NECK)
LARGE, XL & 2XL

Musicians
 RELIEF FUND

Upper Keys

Musicians
 RELIEF FUND

Upper Keys

BACK

LLGF offers a second 
Keys event Oct. 18-20, the 
Keys Saltwater Weekend 
Seminar and fishing with full 
day fishing seminar, two 
days of fishing and casual 
prizes.

Featured on national 
network television and more, 
the series is supported by 
major partners. Contribu-
tors are listed in detail on 
the website.

Registration of $89 
Early Entry, $99 Regular 
and $55 each for mothers 
bringing teens includes 
instruction, use of equip-
ment, hands-on training, 
fundraisers and gifts worth 
$20. No equipment or expe-
rience is necessary. Class 
size is limited. Sunday 
inshore fishing is additional. 
Registration and information: 
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com. 

Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing Hosts the LLGF Screamin’ Reels Tournament
May 17-19, 2024 Islamorada, FL

No Boat? No Problem! Inshore or Offshore!
Novice anglers are invited 

to fish the non-intimidating 
LLGF Screamin‛ Reels tourna-
ment May 17-19, 2024 in 
Islamorada for inshore and 
offshore species. Hosted by 
the nonprofit Ladies Let‛s Go 
Fishing Foundation, the tour-
nament kicks off on Friday 
with a presentation on fishing 
rules and conservation, plus a 
meet and greet from 6:30-8 
pm at The Tavernier Elks 
Club.

Friendly fishing competi-
tion ensues Saturday and 
Sunday on inshore and off-
shore charter boats or 
private boats, departing from 
Whale Harbor Marina, 
Islamorada, FL and other 
locations.

$1,000 in individual angler 
prizes will be presented on 
Sunday upon the return of 
the boats. Awards include 
Top Offshore and Inshore 
Fish, Releases, Wild Card 
prizes and more.

This tournament offers 
easy rules designed for novice 
anglers, where anglers learn 
skills as they fish. Those with 
no boat can secure charter 
boat slots, which fill quickly 
so early registration is 
encouraged. Registration is 
$95 early entry, $119 regular 
per adult angler, $55 for 
teens and includes about $20 
in gifts. Optional charter 
boat slots are extra. Women 
may register their males and 
teens. 

First Choice: Cristiane Carvalho, Miami, FL (Second Place Offshore); 
Nicole Metropulos, St. Petersburg, FL; Andrea Vetor, Naples, FL and 
Dawna Young, Shalimar, FL.

Plantation Boat Mart, Sunday: Melissa Sinasac, Sharon Russell, Lyn 
Gremonprez (First Place Offshore), Brittni Swenson and Leslie De la 
Torre, all from Tavernier, FL.

Top Inshore Grouper: On Dylan Scoble/Blackwater Charters: Ann 
DeStefanis (Top Inshore Release), Palmetto Bay, FL; Abbie Edwards, 
Fort Myers, FL; Jessica Holbrook (First, Second and Third Place 
Inshore), Fort Myers, FL and Susan Anthony, Fort Myers, FL, with the 

About 
“Ladies, Let's Go Fishing!"

The Ladies, Let's Go Fishing 
Foundation (LLGF) is a 

national charitable 501C3 
organization dedicated to 

attracting women and 
families to fishing and 

encouraging conservation 
and responsible angling. 

LLGF promotes networking 
among women anglers and 

emphasizes mentorships. 

Founded in 1997 by Betty 
Bauman, of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida, LLGF has over 9,000 
graduates and is the largest 

organization in the world 
whose objective is to intro-

duce women and families to 
fishing. 

Both Bauman and the Univer-
sity series - dubbed "The 

No-Yelling School of Fishing" - 
are known nationally in the 

fishing and marine industries.

Contact: (954) 475-9068;
info@ladiesletsgofishing.com
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com  

www.facebook.com/
ladiesletsgofishing. 
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98880 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE, KEY LARGO

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE

We’re not just Realtors®... we’re also your neighbors!

 janewasmund@bellsouth.net 

Jane Wasmund
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-451-7704
CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 

Wendy Ives
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-394-1376
GRI

Unique and stunning - words that only begin to describe this home. If you are looking for a special home 
in the Keys, this one �ts that bill! Custom-built features throughout will not disappoint. The central 
location is convenient for the boating enthusiast, with quick canal access to the ocean. 3/3 and 1/1 down. 
A gourmet kitchen with commercial-grade gas stove, double ovens, farmhouse sink from England, 
beverage fridge, quartzite countertops, and more. Wonderful views from the rooftop. Lush tropical 
landscaping featuring �shtail and Areca palms create privacy on both sides of the property. Fiddle leaf 
�gs, elephant ears, and Monstera plants adorn throughout the property. Giant Milkweed trees serves as a 
habitat for monarch butter�ies, a Powderpu� tree attracts hummingbirds, plus two garden beds for 
vegetables and herbs. Also various fruit trees including banana, key lime, and lemon.

109 Ocean Shores Drive, Key Largo
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Art Guild of the Purple Isles’ Annual Members' Judged Show Winners Announced
The winners of AGPI‛s 58th 

Annual Show were announced 
recently. This year's judges, George 
and Stacy Sass, awarded 1st, 2nd, 
3rd place and Honorable Mention 
ribbons in 8 different categories 
along with Best In Show.  First Place 
winners are: John David Hawver 
(ink/pencil/pastel); Carol Ubben (oil); 
David Badder (plein air); Louise 
Lindsay (photography); Kelly Walkot-
ten (digital art); Mary-Ellen Cassata 
Holler (water media); Monica 
Bankowski (acrylic); Diane Smith 

(mixed media). Best in Show was 
awarded to Jackie Campa for an 
acrylic painting titled “High Tide.”

The public‛s Peoples' Choice 
Award was presented to the winning 
artist upon show closing, which was 
not available at press time. 

First place in the mixed media category, 
“Flower Girls of Havana” by Diane Smith.

This digital photograph “Golden Everglades” by Kelly Walkotten 
won the first place for Digital Art.“High Tide” by Jackie Campa won Best of Show.

nonprofit dedicated to 
increasing understanding 
through the cultivation, pres-
ervation and presentation of 
diverse cultural music and arts 
offerings. 

Afro Roots Fest is spon-
sored by Monroe County Tour-
ist Development Council, 
Morada Way Arts & Cultural 
District, Islamorada Commu-

nity Entertainment and the 
Florida Keys Brewing Company. 

Festival information: 
afrorootsfest.com 

Islamorada visitor info: 
fla-keys.com/Islamorada or 
1-800-FAB-KEYS  

Social Media: Facebook • 
Twitter • Instagram • YouTube 
• Pinterest • TikTok • Keys 
Voices Blog

Afro Roots Fest to Bring Multicultural Rhythms to Islamorada
Audiences in Islamorada 

can enjoy three days of multi-
cultural music with an all-star 
South Florida lineup of Afro 
Roots artists Friday through 
Sunday, April 26-28, during 
Afro Roots Fest. 

All performances are set 
to take place on the outdoor 
beer garden stage at Florida 
Keys Brewing Company, 81611 
Old Highway near mile marker 
81. It‛s free to attend and open 
to music lovers of all ages. 

The annual celebration of 
Pan-African and Caribbean 
cultures and music opens 
Friday at 6 p.m. with Jean P. 
Jam‛s special blend of world 
beat music called Deep Roots, 
combining African, soca, Carib-
bean and reggae influences 
into a unique amalgamation. 

The Saturday show is to 
begin at 6 p.m. with vibrant 
Venezuelan music by Venozonix, 
accompanied by Venezuelan 

dance group San Juan USA. 
Then Miami-based Cortadito is 
to take the stage, performing 
their signature “son montuno” 
brand of Cuban music 
reminiscent of the famed 
Buena Vista Social Club.

Beginning at 2 p.m. Sunday, 
Manny Swagg is to deliver his 
unique blend of Latin jazz, 
Afro-Latin beat, Caribbean 
folk and traditional Cuban 
music; followed by Stella 
Fusion‛s smooth cumbia salsa 
funk from Colombia.

Florida Keys Brewing 
Company‛s locally brewed and 
island-inspired beers will be 
available for purchase, along 
with food truck fare. 

The Islamorada perfor-
mances conclude Afro Roots 
Fest‛s 26th annual season of 
music events throughout South 
Florida. 

The festival is staged by 
Community Arts and Culture, a 

Saturday’s headliner:  Cortadito. Photo credit: Edwin Cardona.
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After my first time 
busted, I had to travel back 
north to face the music. I 
could've skipped it altogether 
and probably avoided the 
hassles involved with making a 
court appearance in another 
state, the Common wealth of 
Virginia or Virgina as I call it. 

Seeing how I was born in 
West Virgina I didn't want to 
have to sweat it every time I 
drove up to visit the kin folks 
by having an outstanding 
warrant along the way. Offer-
ing to accompany me for the 
adventure was the 
shipping/receiving guy who was 
from Summersville, West BY 
GOD...That's a whole ‘nother 
story...

Rodney Hypes, a convicted 
felon for safe cracking, was a 
partier just like most people 
at ESP. We built high resolu-
tion video projectors for 
flight simulators and XXX 
peep shows. We did a lot of 
business overseas as well. The 
service techs always looked 
forward to the machines that 
came from Amsterdam and so 

did Rodney because the guys 
always packed in a little some-
thing something to facilitate a 
quick turn around on the 
repair.

At any rate we took off in 
the middle of the night as we 
had to wrangle party supplies 
for the trip which took longer 
than expected and cost more 
money than agreed upon origi-
nally but that's how black 
market capitalism works.

As a refresher, I was 
appearing for misdemeanor 
marijuana possession, felony 
for a concealed weapon and 
possession of alcohol in a dry 
county or some variation on 
that theme. The concealed 
weapon was a three inch long, 
Smokey Mountain "toothpick" 
knife that had fallen under 
the front seat during the trip 
– it was perfect for opening 
cans of snuff but you wouldn't 
clean a fish or gut a hog with 
it.

The whole court thing was 
as strange as it was stupid. 
We arrived early AM at the 
Bland County Circuit 

small towns work. Every body 
knows every body. He tells the 
motel clerk/owner a half ass 
version of my tale of woe, 
stressing the little knife 
charge but not mentioning the 
marijuana charge. Rodney 
shushed me when I tried to 
tell the guy the WHOLE truth.

"I know the prosecutor, 
we'll just see about this knife 
and booze charge." the clerk 
says as he grabs the phone 
and calls the prosecutor at 
HOME. "Hey Billy Bob, yeah 
this is Pork Chop over to the 
motel." He proceeds with the 
half story with the prosecutor 
over the speaker phone. 

The prosecutor rustles 
through some papers and 
comes back with, "Did they 
tell you about the sack of 
MARIJUANA the state patrol 
found?" The clerk was embar-
rassed and none too happy 
about being told a half truth. 
Rodney you dumb mother 
effer. No wonder you went to 
prison. If the guy had had any 
other guests he would have 
sent us packing. I felt an inch 
tall walking out of the office.

No sooner we get into the 
room and the paralegal is 
burning my ear off about the 
ill-advised call to the prosecu-
tor. Small towns. She was 
there with the prosecutor 
when the motel clerk called. 
She HAD everything worked 
out but that phone call ruined 
my credibility. She made plans 
to come over and discuss my 
now-limited options. The 
prosecutor really wanted to 
hammer me now. Thanks 
Rodney.

Bless her heart. No one 
gave her any respect. Except 
me. That was my one saving 
grace. I recognized she was as 
smart, if not smarter than 
anyone else in the room. She 
was waiting to take the Bar 
Exam and it seemed like the 

men in town weren't happy 
about losing another poten-
tially barefoot, pregnant and 
subservient wife to the pro-
fessional world.

She had advised delaying 
until I could find an accred-
ited attorney but I didn't 
have the luxury of time or 
money for that matter so I 
told her to just do the best 
she could. I didn't figure I 
would get jail time; it wasn't 
like I robbed a bank or 
banged the preacher‛s wife. 
It was a misdemeanor pos-
session charge and when the 
court saw the knife I figured 
they would see it wasn't an 
assault knife.

The next morning in court 
seemed unusually packed. 
There had been scabs cross-
ing the picket line at the coal 
mine and shots had been 
fired. I assumed it was busy 
because of the ruckus at the 
mines.

After a long, head-
splitting round of lawyer 
speak the judge began 
addressing me. He has my 
homemade wooden box that 
contained several years 
worth of marijuana parapher-
nalia, empty bags with seeds 
and stems, rolling tray and 
accoutrements, pipes, light-
ers, matches, hanging 
"postal" scale, roach clips...

The prosecutor argues 
that I had intent to deal 
drugs in the Commonwealth. 
The problem was the Com-
monwealth had "misplaced" 
the ounce of marijuana I had 
intended on selling and that 
was a HUGE plus for me. "Far 
out" I say aloud and the 
paralegal girl stomps on my 
foot as giggles erupt around 
the room. The judge rolls his 
eyes, slowly shakes his head 
at the prosecutor.

I assured the judge that 
I am a pack rat and that's 
why I have all those empty 
baggies in the box. The 
prosecutor then alleges I 
have intent to cultivate 
because of the seeds but 
when the judge empties the 
seeds and stems onto his 
bench he can clearly see the 
seeds had been crushed by 
the process of being 
squeezed into a brick for 
easy shipping. Definitely no 
intent to growing those seeds 
as the court begins to see 
the humor in the absurdity 
of the whole process.

The judge lifts up an 
object from my box and asks 
me what it is. "It's the fuel 
vent valve from a Sea Ray 
boat," I answer. He sniffs it 
and says "it smells like mari-
juana". I shoot back, "Yeah it 
makes a good pipe too." More 

Judgement Day –– A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn

Court/Sheriff‛s Office/ 
County Clerk building. I was a 
day early in the mistaken 
belief that I could meet with 
the prosecutor and reach an 
agreement like they did on TV. 
Wrong. The asshole refused 
to see me, saying that he 
couldn't discuss the case. 
Turns out he wouldn't not 
couldn't. Asshole.

I figured it was some kind 
of ruse to make me hire a local 
attorney. I didn't qualify for 
the public defender because I 
wasn't a resident of the 
Commonwealth. Surrounding 
the courthouse is the "down-
town" area of unincorporated 
Bland. There, amongst the 
local businesses, hung the 
shingle for an attorney. The 
ONLY attorney in town, an 
anomaly even for back in 1988.

The attorney was out of 
town but his assistant, a 
paralegal secretary, was 
willing to take my case. Or at 
least guide me through the 
process. I gave her my state-
ment. She was concerned 
because I had been pulled 
over for having a radar detec-
tor (they were illegal in the 
Commonwealth). It was just 
the holder he saw, I had taken 
the radar detector off the 
bracket and stowed it away. 
The holder was a pain in the 
ass to get off the windshield, 
that's what I get for being 
lazy.

She spewed some techni-
cal sounding law jargon about 
improper cause or whatever. 
Lawyer speak makes my head 
hurt. My buddy Rodney 
thought telling the truth and 
admitting to possessing the 
marijuana they found in MY 
car was somehow the wrong 
move. But she's my lawyer, 
they can't defend you against 
shit you don't tell them about.

We checked into the local 
motel and Rodney knows how 

I don't know whatever happened to Rodney. Last I heard he was 
picked up on a warrant for doing a little something something.

laughter. My foot gets 
stomped on again.

Then he gets around to 
my knife and holds it up and 
asks, "Who is this for? The 
bad guys?" I burst out laugh-
ing along with the gallery, 
another foot stomp from my 
paralegal. I grabbed my 
Copenhagen snuff can from 
my pocket and the judge 
allows me to demonstrate my 
technique for breaking the 
label to open the can. 

Lucky I was in a room full 
of tobacco users that could 
appreciate such a demonstra-
tion. I stick the can and the 
knife in my pocket and the 
prosecutor has a shit hemor-
rhage about states evidence 
and blah, blah, blah... they 
never did give me that knife 
back and it was a gift from my 
oldest brother. Asshole.

When it was all said and 
done they kept the $2500 bail 
I posted and just when I 
thought I was going to walk 
away without further infringe-
ment upon my freedom the 
judge decides he would feel 
better if I were to agree to 
take ten random drug tests 
over the next year. No men-
tion of the alcohol charge as I 
assumed as it wasn't on the 
evidence table it probably 
ended up in the same place as 
the misplaced weed.

Somehow I managed to 
convince the judge to let me 
go to my doctor in Florida for 
the random testing as they 
surely didn't want me to 
become a resident pot head of 
the Commonwealth.

I actually paid $50 out of 
my own pocket, passed a piss 
test and mailed the results 
back to the judge in Virgina 
with a note stating that was 
the last penny I was going to 
spend and that if he was 
interested in any more tests 
he would have to foot the bill.

I never received a reply so 
I thought I should get around 
to checking my status. Ten 
years or so later, I met a 
private dick from Virgina and 
he informed me that when the 
C ommonwealth was scrambling 
to update ahead of the Y2K 
thing a lot of little shit like 
mine was deemed unimportant 
and didn't need to bog down 
the conversion to the new Y2K 
compliant computer system. 
Thank God for the work ethic 
of government employees... 
sometimes.
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American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo

Open 7 Days a Week, Noon ’til 10pm
Happy Hour 3 to 6 pm

Stop by! Enjoy our shaded outdoor seating!

Karaoke with "Bullfrog King" Mike Kane, Monday at 7 p.m.
Thursday Night Jam from 6 to 10pm. Food served 6-9 pm.

We have wheelchairs, walkers, and other medical supplies available for our Veterans.

Stop by and see Tiffany!
Tues, Wed &Thurs. 5 to close 

After my first time 
busted, I had to travel back 
north to face the music. I 
could've skipped it altogether 
and probably avoided the 
hassles involved with making a 
court appearance in another 
state, the Common wealth of 
Virginia or Virgina as I call it. 

Seeing how I was born in 
West Virgina I didn't want to 
have to sweat it every time I 
drove up to visit the kin folks 
by having an outstanding 
warrant along the way. Offer-
ing to accompany me for the 
adventure was the 
shipping/receiving guy who was 
from Summersville, West BY 
GOD...That's a whole ‘nother 
story...

Rodney Hypes, a convicted 
felon for safe cracking, was a 
partier just like most people 
at ESP. We built high resolu-
tion video projectors for 
flight simulators and XXX 
peep shows. We did a lot of 
business overseas as well. The 
service techs always looked 
forward to the machines that 
came from Amsterdam and so 

did Rodney because the guys 
always packed in a little some-
thing something to facilitate a 
quick turn around on the 
repair.

At any rate we took off in 
the middle of the night as we 
had to wrangle party supplies 
for the trip which took longer 
than expected and cost more 
money than agreed upon origi-
nally but that's how black 
market capitalism works.

As a refresher, I was 
appearing for misdemeanor 
marijuana possession, felony 
for a concealed weapon and 
possession of alcohol in a dry 
county or some variation on 
that theme. The concealed 
weapon was a three inch long, 
Smokey Mountain "toothpick" 
knife that had fallen under 
the front seat during the trip 
– it was perfect for opening 
cans of snuff but you wouldn't 
clean a fish or gut a hog with 
it.

The whole court thing was 
as strange as it was stupid. 
We arrived early AM at the 
Bland County Circuit 

small towns work. Every body 
knows every body. He tells the 
motel clerk/owner a half ass 
version of my tale of woe, 
stressing the little knife 
charge but not mentioning the 
marijuana charge. Rodney 
shushed me when I tried to 
tell the guy the WHOLE truth.

"I know the prosecutor, 
we'll just see about this knife 
and booze charge." the clerk 
says as he grabs the phone 
and calls the prosecutor at 
HOME. "Hey Billy Bob, yeah 
this is Pork Chop over to the 
motel." He proceeds with the 
half story with the prosecutor 
over the speaker phone. 

The prosecutor rustles 
through some papers and 
comes back with, "Did they 
tell you about the sack of 
MARIJUANA the state patrol 
found?" The clerk was embar-
rassed and none too happy 
about being told a half truth. 
Rodney you dumb mother 
effer. No wonder you went to 
prison. If the guy had had any 
other guests he would have 
sent us packing. I felt an inch 
tall walking out of the office.

No sooner we get into the 
room and the paralegal is 
burning my ear off about the 
ill-advised call to the prosecu-
tor. Small towns. She was 
there with the prosecutor 
when the motel clerk called. 
She HAD everything worked 
out but that phone call ruined 
my credibility. She made plans 
to come over and discuss my 
now-limited options. The 
prosecutor really wanted to 
hammer me now. Thanks 
Rodney.

Bless her heart. No one 
gave her any respect. Except 
me. That was my one saving 
grace. I recognized she was as 
smart, if not smarter than 
anyone else in the room. She 
was waiting to take the Bar 
Exam and it seemed like the 

men in town weren't happy 
about losing another poten-
tially barefoot, pregnant and 
subservient wife to the pro-
fessional world.

She had advised delaying 
until I could find an accred-
ited attorney but I didn't 
have the luxury of time or 
money for that matter so I 
told her to just do the best 
she could. I didn't figure I 
would get jail time; it wasn't 
like I robbed a bank or 
banged the preacher‛s wife. 
It was a misdemeanor pos-
session charge and when the 
court saw the knife I figured 
they would see it wasn't an 
assault knife.

The next morning in court 
seemed unusually packed. 
There had been scabs cross-
ing the picket line at the coal 
mine and shots had been 
fired. I assumed it was busy 
because of the ruckus at the 
mines.

After a long, head-
splitting round of lawyer 
speak the judge began 
addressing me. He has my 
homemade wooden box that 
contained several years 
worth of marijuana parapher-
nalia, empty bags with seeds 
and stems, rolling tray and 
accoutrements, pipes, light-
ers, matches, hanging 
"postal" scale, roach clips...

The prosecutor argues 
that I had intent to deal 
drugs in the Commonwealth. 
The problem was the Com-
monwealth had "misplaced" 
the ounce of marijuana I had 
intended on selling and that 
was a HUGE plus for me. "Far 
out" I say aloud and the 
paralegal girl stomps on my 
foot as giggles erupt around 
the room. The judge rolls his 
eyes, slowly shakes his head 
at the prosecutor.

I assured the judge that 
I am a pack rat and that's 
why I have all those empty 
baggies in the box. The 
prosecutor then alleges I 
have intent to cultivate 
because of the seeds but 
when the judge empties the 
seeds and stems onto his 
bench he can clearly see the 
seeds had been crushed by 
the process of being 
squeezed into a brick for 
easy shipping. Definitely no 
intent to growing those seeds 
as the court begins to see 
the humor in the absurdity 
of the whole process.

The judge lifts up an 
object from my box and asks 
me what it is. "It's the fuel 
vent valve from a Sea Ray 
boat," I answer. He sniffs it 
and says "it smells like mari-
juana". I shoot back, "Yeah it 
makes a good pipe too." More 

Luke Sommer 
Glenn is a 
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and Conch 
Character. 

www.lukesommerglenn.com 
For more info:

Court/Sheriff‛s Office/ 
County Clerk building. I was a 
day early in the mistaken 
belief that I could meet with 
the prosecutor and reach an 
agreement like they did on TV. 
Wrong. The asshole refused 
to see me, saying that he 
couldn't discuss the case. 
Turns out he wouldn't not 
couldn't. Asshole.

I figured it was some kind 
of ruse to make me hire a local 
attorney. I didn't qualify for 
the public defender because I 
wasn't a resident of the 
Commonwealth. Surrounding 
the courthouse is the "down-
town" area of unincorporated 
Bland. There, amongst the 
local businesses, hung the 
shingle for an attorney. The 
ONLY attorney in town, an 
anomaly even for back in 1988.

The attorney was out of 
town but his assistant, a 
paralegal secretary, was 
willing to take my case. Or at 
least guide me through the 
process. I gave her my state-
ment. She was concerned 
because I had been pulled 
over for having a radar detec-
tor (they were illegal in the 
Commonwealth). It was just 
the holder he saw, I had taken 
the radar detector off the 
bracket and stowed it away. 
The holder was a pain in the 
ass to get off the windshield, 
that's what I get for being 
lazy.

She spewed some techni-
cal sounding law jargon about 
improper cause or whatever. 
Lawyer speak makes my head 
hurt. My buddy Rodney 
thought telling the truth and 
admitting to possessing the 
marijuana they found in MY 
car was somehow the wrong 
move. But she's my lawyer, 
they can't defend you against 
shit you don't tell them about.

We checked into the local 
motel and Rodney knows how 

laughter. My foot gets 
stomped on again.

Then he gets around to 
my knife and holds it up and 
asks, "Who is this for? The 
bad guys?" I burst out laugh-
ing along with the gallery, 
another foot stomp from my 
paralegal. I grabbed my 
Copenhagen snuff can from 
my pocket and the judge 
allows me to demonstrate my 
technique for breaking the 
label to open the can. 

Lucky I was in a room full 
of tobacco users that could 
appreciate such a demonstra-
tion. I stick the can and the 
knife in my pocket and the 
prosecutor has a shit hemor-
rhage about states evidence 
and blah, blah, blah... they 
never did give me that knife 
back and it was a gift from my 
oldest brother. Asshole.

When it was all said and 
done they kept the $2500 bail 
I posted and just when I 
thought I was going to walk 
away without further infringe-
ment upon my freedom the 
judge decides he would feel 
better if I were to agree to 
take ten random drug tests 
over the next year. No men-
tion of the alcohol charge as I 
assumed as it wasn't on the 
evidence table it probably 
ended up in the same place as 
the misplaced weed.

Somehow I managed to 
convince the judge to let me 
go to my doctor in Florida for 
the random testing as they 
surely didn't want me to 
become a resident pot head of 
the Commonwealth.

I actually paid $50 out of 
my own pocket, passed a piss 
test and mailed the results 
back to the judge in Virgina 
with a note stating that was 
the last penny I was going to 
spend and that if he was 
interested in any more tests 
he would have to foot the bill.

I never received a reply so 
I thought I should get around 
to checking my status. Ten 
years or so later, I met a 
private dick from Virgina and 
he informed me that when the 
C ommonwealth was scrambling 
to update ahead of the Y2K 
thing a lot of little shit like 
mine was deemed unimportant 
and didn't need to bog down 
the conversion to the new Y2K 
compliant computer system. 
Thank God for the work ethic 
of government employees... 
sometimes.
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mile marker 98.8 in the median

Sundays 6pm 
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Mondays 6pm
Bingo

Tuesdays 6pm
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Wednesdays 7pm
Live Music & Queen of Hearts

Thursdays 8pm
Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

Fridays 7pm
"Left, Right, Center" at the main bar. 

WEEKLY EVENTS

Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

Members & Guests 
Welcome

Hours 11am - 11pm

Join Us!

We are a non-smoking facility

Follow us on Facebook:
Key Largo One Moose Lodge

Open Jam / Mic
EVERY TUESDAY &
SUNDAY AT 8 PM

New!New!

Just $60 a year and it will include inserts 
from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along 
with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper 
every month without having to go and find it.

PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo 
FL 33037. Don‛t forget to include your mailing address!

COLORFUL

WE  LIKE COLORFUL!

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages 
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser, 
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad 

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837

www.�oridakeyselks1872.com

Monday: Line Dancing Lessons  5 pm ($5 cost)
 Show Me the Money — Fun card game!   6:30 pm

Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts
Fun Starts at 6 pm • Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm

Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays!
Check out our Facebook page for details.

Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm

MM 92.6 Bayside • Tavernier • 305-852-1872

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!
(Members and Their Guests are Welcome) 

Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion.
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 • fkelks1872@gmail.com
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Pilot House Restaurant & Marina ● 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 ● info@pilothousemarina.com ● https://www.pilothousemarina.com

 Fish Dip                  Grouper Sandwich               P&E Shrimp               Prime Rib Dinner                Tuna Nachos                 Kung Pao Bowl      

WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

12 Beers
O N  T A P
Full Wine
SELECTION

Locals DayLocals Day
Wednesday

Feed the fish!
  KID & PET FRIENDLY! 

MM 99.6
OceansideSIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
  HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm
  LIVE MUSIC - Wednesday, Friday & Saturday from 5-9 pm
  LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday for your discount and rewards
  PRIME RIB DINNER - Make Thursday your #datenight $28.95

It’s Back!
Sunday Brunch

11 AM to 2 PM
Complimentary Glass of  Champagne, 

Mimosa or Bloody Mary with each Entrée

Does your group need an
air conditioned place for lunch or dinner?

Call us! We can acc�modate
groups of up to 75 people!

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS
 ReefHouse  Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-9881
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat RentalsWELCOME BACK

DRINK SPECIALS
4-6 pm EVERY DAY

$2 PBR
LOCALS’ FAVORITE    305-453-3153    45 Garden Cove Drive    MM 106

OPEN 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM EVERY DAY

FOOD SPECIALS
MON-THURS 4-6pm

$10 WINGS FOR $10!!

J�n us for HAPPY HOUR 
Happy Hour Happy Hour 

$5 OFF ANY SERVICE
Excluding Notary & Fingerprinting 

101425 Overseas Hwy
TRADEWINDS PLAZA
Key Largo, FL  33037

305.453.4877
fax:  305.453.4878
store4181@theupsstore.com

OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday-Friday 7:30am–6pm • Saturday 9am–2:30pm 

UPS, USPS, Shipping & Stamps
Personal & Business Mailbox Rental
Amazon & “Happy Returns” 
   Dropoff Center
Wide Format Printing & Copying
Notary & Fingerprinting
   by appt. only M-F 10am-4pm

The Key Players are bringing yet another fun-loving musical 
to the Key Largo. “Jimmy Buffett‛s Escape to Margarita-
ville” opens April 18th at The Murray Nelson theater.

Imagine a place where the sun is hot, the water's warm, and 
the drinks are as cold as they are plentiful. Welcome to 
Margaritaville, the island paradise where city folk get away 
from it all.  Kick off your flip flops and set your clock to 
island time, as you slip into a tropical paradise, change your 
attitude and latitude... where love and laughter are the keys 
to living life to the fullest. 

Leading our visit is Tully, a part-time bartender, part-time 
singer, and full-time charmer who thinks he‛s got life all 
figured out — until a beautiful tourist steals his heart and 
makes him question everything. “Jimmy Buffett‛s Escape to 
Margaritaville” is a musical comedy featuring the most-loved 
Jimmy Buffett classic songs, including “Cheeseburger in 
Paradise,” “Margaritaville,” “It‛s Five O‛Clock Somewhere,” 
“Fins,” “Volcano,” and many more. With a book by Emmy 
Award winner Greg Garcia (“My Name is Earl,” “Raising 
Hope”) and Emmy nominee Mike O‛Malley (“Survivor‛s 
Remorse,” “Shameless”), this hilarious, heartwarming musical 
is the party you‛ve been waiting for!

Jimmy Buffett’s Escape to Margaritaville Opens April 18th

More info/online tickets: www.TheKeyPlayers.org

Key Largo Chocolates
& Ice Cream MM 100.5 

Shear Paradise
(Cedar Towers Plaza) MM 99.3 

PostNet Store 
Plaza 88, Islamorada MM 88

COMMUNITY THEATER in the UPPER KEYS

Director Brock MILLS Producer Jonelle KOP

Produced in conjunction with

102050 Overseas Hwy. Key Largo

Lobby opens
one hour

before curtain;
seating 1/2 hour
before curtain .

Murray E. Nelson
Gov. & Cultural Center

18
 THU.

APR

7 PM
19

 FRI.

APR

7 PM
20

 SAT.

APR

7 PM
25

 THU.

APR

7 PM
26

 FRI.

APR

7 PM
27

 SAT.

APR

7 PM
28

APR

2 PM

SUNDAY
MATINEE
SUNDAY
MATINEE

2024

Presented by

Adult tickets $23 (online & at door). High School or younger student tickets $10 at the door only – with proof of age.
Adult tickets only are available at the ticket outlets in advance for $20.

THE CAST  Top row, (L-R): Andres Herrea, John Pettit, Lilly Cascamo, 
Rhonda Crutcher, DJ Mills, Jayden Ware, Alex Crutcher, Brock Mills 
(Director). Second row,(L-R): Erin Perchalzki, Erykah Moses, Luna Rivera, 
Luana Peixoto, Sherri Ferguson, Bee Stubbs. Front row (L-R): Kamari 
Samuels, Gabi Rivera

Brock Mills, Director, on the right. DJ Mills and Luana Peixoto.

“It's 5 O'Clock Somewhere.’ “Volcano.”

J Ware & Luna Rivera. John Pettit & Bee Stubbs.

Learning the Choreography. Kamari Samuels.
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99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3PM DAILY

305-453-2660LOCALLY OWNED

RestaurantRestaurant Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Story Time
Tuesdays & 
Thursdays at 
10:30 am for 
ages 0-5. 
Creative Tuesday 1-3pm 
Spend an informal creative 
afternoon with fellow artists 
to connect in a supportive 
environment to inspire, rejuve-
nate, and encourage artistic 
growth. Bring your own paint-
ing supplies and finish your 
own art or participate in peri-
odic organized activities.

Quit Your Way – Tobacco 
Free Florida, Weds. 1pm 
Counseling and free nicotine 
replacement therapy. Hosted 
by Beth Dunlap, RN, Florida 
Keys Area Health Education 
Center (AHEC). 

Tech Tutor, 
Weds. 1-4pm
Bring your device and 
questions to the Key 
Largo Library for 

one-on-one help.
Sit + Sew
Fri. 9:30am – 
1pm.
Bring your current project and 
meet new friends. 

Eat the Whole Fish, and Sun 
Shrimp** Presented by Sarah 
Curry, SereiaFilms.org

April 11, 2-4pm Adult 
Craft: Rolled Paper Bead 
Bracelets. You'll want one of 
these beauties in every color! 
Join Gail Abdelnour as she 
shares the art of making hand 
rolled paper beads to make 
your individualized bracelets 
accented with beads and bling.  
All supplies provided.  SIGN 
UP TODAY - class is limited.

April 17, 10am – 1:30pm 
Free Legal Help for low-
income residents of Monroe 
County. Call (866) 686-2760 
or pre-register online 
legalservicesmiami.org. Spon-
sored by Legal Services of 
Greater Miami & the Florida 
Keys.

April 17, 2pm & 4pm 
Nature Explorers: Earth Day 
Windmill Challenge Join us as 
we harness the power of the 
wind! Elementary age children  
join our windmill challenge to 
build the best windmill. Mate-
rials and supplies provided.
 
April 22, 10am – 1pm 
Visit the Brain Bus! A state-
wide outreach program that 
raises awareness about 
Alzheimer's disease and 
related dementias. The pro-
gram addresses the benefits 
of early detection, early diag-
nosis, brain health, and risk 
reduction. 

 
April 22, 11am-12:30pm 
Alzheimer‛s Community Forum: 
Help set the agenda for how 
the Alzheimer‛s Association 
can best assist the Upper Keys 
community including those with 
Learning & Developmental 
Disabilities.
 
April 23, 6-7:45pm 
Books on Tap Join us at Keys 
Meads to discuss The London 
Séance Society by Sarah 
Penner. Borrow the book from 
the Library or the Libby app. 
Drinks available for purchase. 
99411 Overseas Hwy. Unit 6.

April 25, 3-5pm 
DIY Playdough: Use your 
‘librarymade‛ playdough to 
complete make rainbows, 
create a nature scene and 
more.  Don't miss out!  Ages: 
6-11.  All supplies provided.
 
April 29, 5-7pm 
Free Hands Only CPR Class 
led by certified registered 
nurses from Baptist Health 
will be offered at the Key 
Largo Branch Library. To 
register, email 
lauraarb@baptisthealth.net. 
Space is limited.

April 30, 4pm, STEM: Rosie 
Revere, Engineer: High Glid-
ing Fun. After we read Rosie 
Revere, Engineer, we‛ll build 
and decorate a hoop glider.  
Designs will be tested in a 
friendly competition, with time 
to go backand make your 
design glide farther and 
faster.  Ages 6-11.  Supplies 
provided.

April 2 & 16, 4pm (NEW 
TIME) LEGO Club 
Apr.2: Mini-Robots; Apr.16 
Earth Day. Ages 6-11.

April 3, 9am-12pm 1st 
Wednesday Plant Clinic. 
Master Gardener Volunteers 
will be at the Key Largo 
Library to help with plant 
identification, disease diagno-
sis, insect identifications/ 
problems, and other services.

April 4, 2pm Foreign Policy 
Association‛s Great Decisions: 
Science Across Borders. 
 
April 8, 11am-12:30pm 
The Alzheimer's Association 
hosts a Care Support Group on 
the 2nd Monday of every 
month. Register/more info: 
800.272.3900.

April 8, 1:30-4pm 
Total Solar Eclipse Watch 
Party for the partial visibility 
of the last Total Solar Eclipse 
of North America for 20 
years! The Library will provide 
glasses and observation sheets 
and activities.

April 8, 6-7:45pm 
Film Screenings: Get Fishy 
with us and learn about sea-
food in Florida. Several films 
featuring Florida seafood! 
Featured Films **Treasure 
Coast Shellfish, Spiny Lobster, 

April Events and Programs at Key Largo Library

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE.

The Key Largo Branch of the Monroe County Library System is hosting the following programs this month.  All 
library programs are free and open to the public. Program funding provided by the Friends of the Key Largo 

Library. Visit KeysLibraries.org for books, streaming movies, ebooks, and more.

KeysLibraries.org/events 
Facebook.com/KeyLargoLibrary 
Instagram.com/KeyLargoLibrary

Come take a class! 
The Key Largo Library has a 
variety of offerings, ranging 
from Arts & Crafts to Slime 

Time. Scan the code to see the 
complete schedule. 

April 2-29: Key Largo Library Community Room Art 
Exhibit: Reginald Henry & Family. Originally from Haiti, 
Mr. Harvey came to United States in 1990. As an artist he 
explores numerous art mediums and techniques. To see more 
of his art visit fineartamerica.com

SPECIAL EVENTS

Monthly Community Group Meetings: 
1st Monday: Upper Keys Fishing Club
1st Saturday: Florida Keys Quilters
3rd Monday: Fed. of Homeowners
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Dolphins Plus Bayside, Inc. has full-time and 
part-time Guest Service/Photographer positions available 

with benefits included. Responsibilities include taking 
photos of our guests during their encounters, making 
reservations and assisting our guests via phone and in 

person as they check in and out of our facilities. Dolphins 
Plus Bayside, Inc. is located at 101900 Overseas Highway 

Key Largo. Starting pay from $13.50 - $15.60 per hour.
Apply in person, MM101.9 Bayside.

Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.

Applications always accepted.

Apply in person.

Open Wednesday - Sunday.

HELP WANTED

American Legion in Key Largo has a 
bartender,  part time, day position open. 

Hours are 11:30am-5:00pm. 
Great pay, fun atmosphere.  

No experience required but helpful.. 

Contact Cheryl at 352.460.6204.

BARTENDER

 SUE BEAL
305.451.4601

GRAPHIC DESIGN
PRE-PRESS SPECIALIST

by appointment only

BuSINESS IN THE KEyS

305-896-1675 call or text
KeysPhoneRepair@gmail.com

KeysSmartphoneRepair.com

PHONES 
FIXED FAST

91831 Overseas Hwy, Suite E,  Tavernier, FL 33070

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804

bullffroggking@gmail.com

WE ARE HIRING
AT THE BIG CHILL:

Servers
with at least three years experience

Barbacks

AT ENRICO’S MM 88.8
Pizza Makers and Cooks 

Please apply in person at The Big Chill
or call Amanda 305.453.9066

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

www.upperkeys.net

Upper Keys
Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281

Web Design

Website
Renovations

E-Commerce

Maintenance

Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

305-451-5955

 $1 Sushi all the time!

Lunch Specials from $5.95

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day) Private Room Available

numlargo@yahoo.com

Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

�e Key Largo Animal Shelter, operated by 
Humane Animal Care Coalition, has a 
full-time position open for an Animal 
Control O�cer or Animal Caretaker. 

�e applicants must be energetic, �exible 
with duties and hours. Experience preferred 
but will accept an applicant that loves 
animals. HACC will provide the necessary 
training for the new applicant. 

Salary based on experience/skills. Bene�ts 
include fully paid retirement program, paid 
holidays and annual leave; health insurance. 

Apply at 105951 Overseas Highway, Key 
Largo, MM106 or call (305) 451-0088, ask for 
Marsha, the Shelter Director.

Position 
Open

Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Help Wanted
Kitchen Assistant/Barback

Apply in person between 3 and 10 pm

at Elks Lodge MM 92.6 Tavernier.

See bartender for application.

$15 per hour.

Tim Dressing
Vocalist • Solo Musician

305.522.3982
www. timdressing.com

Organ · Piano · Keyboard
Trumpet · Cornet

Flugelhorn

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

REAL WORLD

COCONUT
TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Al’s Carpet 
 

 
 
 

 
 
              
  
     

* * And Many more Brands in Our Showroom  

Home Decorating Center 
Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976 

Waterproof Vinyl Plank - Custom Area Rugs  

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters 

99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo 

(305) 451-4460 
www.alscarpet.com 

Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM103 Bayside

www.numthaiandsushi.com
★ Deliveries Now Available for Online Orders ★

(305) 451-5955

Mon. - Fri. 
Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner 5:00 - 10:00

Sat. - Sun. 
5:00 - 10:00

SAVE TIME...
ORDER ONLINE!
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Coco‘Nut’ Funnies

Four Texans were at a deer camp. 
They had to bunk two to a room. 
No one wanted to room with 
Daryl because he snored so loudly. 
They decided it wasn’t fair to make 
one of them bunk with him the 
whole time, so they voted to take 
turns.

The first guy slept with Daryl 
and comes to breakfast the next 
morning with his hair a mess and 
his eyes all bloodshot. The other 
two said, “Man, what happened to 
you?” He said, “Daryl snored so 
loudly, I just sat up and watched 
him all night.”

The next night it was the second 
guy’s turn. In the morning, same 
thing, hair all standing up, eyes 
all bloodshot. The other two said, 
“Man, what happened to you? 
You look awful!” He said, “Man, 
that Daryl rattled the roof!! I sat 
up and watched him all night. I 
couldn’t believe the noise!”

The third night was Frank’s turn. 
Frank was a big burly ex-football 
player; a man’s man. The next 
morning he came to breakfast 
bright eyed and bushy tailed. 
“Good mornin’!!” he said.

The other two couldn’t believe it! 
He look rested and wide awake. 
They asked, “Ma happened?” He 
said, “Well, we got ready for bed. 
I went and tucked Daryl into bed, 
patted his butt and kissed him 
g’night on the cheek. Daryl sat up 
and watched ME all night.

A married couple in their 
early 60s was celebrating 
their 40th wedding anniver-
sary in a quiet and romantic 
little restaurant. Suddenly a 
tiny yet beautiful fairy ap-
peared on their table.

She said, ‘For being such an 
exemplary married couple 
and for being loving to each 
other for all this time, I will 
grant you each a wish.’ The 
wife answered, ‘Oh, I want 
to travel around the world 
with my darling husband’. The 
fairy waved her magic wand 
and - poof! - two tickets for 
the Queen Mary II appeared 
in her hands. The husband 
thought for a moment: ‘Well, 
this is all very romantic, but 
an opportunity like this will 
never come again. I’m sorry 
my love, but my wish is to 
have a wife 30 years younger 
than me.’ The wife, and the 
fairy, were deeply disap-
pointed, but a wish is a wish. 

So the fairy waved her magic 
wand and poof!...the husband 
became 92 years old. The 
moral of this story: Men 
who are ungrateful bastards 
should remember fairies are 
female 

BEER
The reason

I wake up
every

afternoon

Old? Me? Oh No!
I'm In The Prime Of My Life
I'm Somewhere Between
The Young
And The 
Restless
And The Old 
And 
Senseless.

TODAY I LEARNED SOMETHING NEW.
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO PEE ON A

JELLYFISH STING
AND NOT ON A JELLY STAIN. 

I APOLOGIZE TO THE LADY AT THE
WAFFLE HOUSE. I WAS JUST

TRYING TO HELP.

 A beautiful woman loved growing 
tomatoes, but couldn’t seem to get 
her tomatoes to turn red.

One day, while taking a stroll, she 
came upon a gentleman neighbor 
who had the most beautiful gar-
den full of huge red tomatoes.

The woman asked the gentlemen, 
“What do you do to get your to-
matoes so red?”

The gentlemen responded, “Well, 
twice a day I stand in front of my 
tomato garden naked in my trench 
coat and flash them. My tomatoes 
turn red from blushing so much.”

Well, the woman was so impressed 
that she decided to try doing the 
same thing to her tomato garden 
to see if it would work.  So twice a 
day for two weeks she flashed her 
garden hoping for the best.

One day the gentleman was pass-
ing by and asked the woman, “By 
the way, how did you make out?  
Did your tomatoes turn red?”  

“No”, she replied, “but my cucum-
bers are enormous.”

Cops just left,
they said if I'm gonna 

walk around
my house

naked,
I have to

do it inside.
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Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption 
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one 
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is 
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.

Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

Autumn

Oliver Sasha Spencer Bruno Rocky

Jewel Charlie Sheldon Carley

BUYING
Buyers agent is buying 

Vintage Costume Jewelry
Call & leave msg. 
305-304-2837

THE KEY PLAYERS
 Community Theater Group needs 
volunteers to work behind the 

scenes & audition for roles! 
thekeyplayers.org

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern and 
Bromeliad Society 

meets the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month at the Key Largo Civic 

Club at 6:00pm.  
Open to the public. 

orchidclub@gmail.com

Classified ads will not be 
accepted without payment.

CLASSIFIED ADS
COCONUT TELEGRAPH 

MUSICIANS
Amateur & seasoned

musicians wanted!  
Keys Community Concert Band 

begins rehearsals in the fall.
More info call 305-451-4530.  

VESSEL SAFETY
�e USCG Auxiliary conducts 

vessel safety checks at 
Blackwater Sound Marina, 

MM 103.8 Bayside, every third 
Saturday of the month.Public 

welcome.  305-998-8400

CLUBS

GET CLASSIFIED
$10 per col.inch per month!
Bold Listing $12./inch per mo.

Classi�ed Display Space  $15/inch.

MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE

The UPS STORE
101425 Overseas Hwy., by Publix at Tradewinds

Questions? Call 305•304•2837.

Drop off your ad and payment at

Open 7 Days A Week 
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

FREE WIFI PROPERTY WIDE  • LOCALS’ FAVORITE  • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY!

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts

Daily Happy Hour
4-6 pm

Fresh Seafood

Local
Specialties

We’ll Cook
Your Catch 

Fishing Guides
Available

Amazing
Sunsets

Pet Friendly
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Conch Characters / Around Town

Bobbe Brown live at the Big Chill, 2012.

All ready for Musician's Relief Fund party
at the Moose.

Moose karaoke performers
Jenny and Dave White.

Pirates Cove Watersports.

 John C Reilly stopped by Sharkey's!
With owner Paul Steigerwalt.

Elks Vets on the Water. Elks Vets on the Water.

Pirates Cove Watersports Fishing! The iconic Lorelei Restaurant & Cabana Bar 
mermaid has a new look thanks to Florida Key

 artist Jul Jankowski!.
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1
Carousers

6-10

2
Dennis 
Holmes

6-10

3
Webb & 

Davidson
6-10

4
Webb & 

Davidson
6-10

5
Jade Storm

6-10

6
John Ciulla

11-3
Uncle Rico

6-10
7 Scott 
Youngberg

11-3

8
Carousers

6-10

9
Micah
6-10

10 11
Webb & 

Davidson
6-10

12
Shin Dig

6-10

13 Micah
11-3

Abstract 
Radio
6-10

14 Micah
11-3

15
Carousers

6-10

16
Dennis 
Holmes

6-10

17 18
Webb & 

Davidson
6-10

19
Ego Free

6-10

20

21
Leah Sutter

11-3

22
Carousers

6-10

23
Steve Venini

6-10

24 25
Webb & 

Davidson
6-10

26Shadow 
Creek
6-10

27 Devon 
Spaulding

11-3
The Regs

6-10
28
Steve Venini

11-3

29
Carousers

6-10

30
Micah
6-10
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Michael Trixx  
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Michael Trixx  
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Webb & 
Davidson
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Dennis 
Holmes

11-3
South 58

6-10

Michael Trixx  
@Sunset 

Michael Trixx  
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Michael Trixx  
@Sunset 

     
 

 

 

 
 

  
Happy Hour 7 days • 4-6pm 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.The Rockin' Magic of MICHAEL TRIXX 
Most MONDAYS • WEDNESDAYS • FRIDAYS at Sunset

This Month’s Live Entertainment and Events at the Lorelei

LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692

We have 32 world-renowned 
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

IslamoradaIslamorada

MM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the Mermaid

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts


