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We’ve Got You
Covered!

Florida City 
to Islamorada...

You don’t have to spend a fortune 
for great advertising coverage 
in the Coconut Telegraph.

We’ve Got You
Covered!

Florida City 
to Islamorada...

You don’t have to spend a fortune 
for great advertising coverage 
in the Coconut Telegraph.

AD RATES START AT JUST $30 A MONTH. 209 Ocean Bay Drive (at MM 99 Oceanside) 

Hall Rentals Available, call Greg Bianchini 917-862-3979 for info.

Weekly Events:

Every Tuesday and Thursday: Yoga 8-10 am 

Every Thursday: 
Tai Chi 11 am - 12 pm • Line Dancing 7 pm

Every Friday: Bingo
Doors open 5:30 pm, starts at 7 pm

Food and beverages available

Monthly Events:

1st Saturday: Full Breakfast 8-10 am, $7

2nd Wednesday: Sons & Daughters of Italy 6:30 pm

3rd Wednesday: Show Me the Money 7 pm

4th Thursday: Civic Club Pot Luck Dinner
and Meeting 6 pm

KEY LARGO CIVIC CLUB

This Valentines Day, take a romantic, nostalgic ride on the African Queen!

Oregon for charter operation 
which was so successful he 
decided to bring her to 
Florida for year-round char-
ter operation.

1982 - In 1982, late 
attorney (and Bogart buff) 
Jim Hendricks, Sr., discov-
ered the vessel languishing in 
an Ocala, Fla., cow pasture 
and purchased the piece of 
movie history for a reported 
$65,000. An equal amount of 
funds was invested to get the 
boat operational and Hen-
dricks began offering visitors 
rides in 1983 while the vessel 
was homeported at Key 
Largo‛s Holiday Inn.

Among the vessel‛s high-
lights outside of the Florida 
Keys, Hendricks shipped the 
African Queen to England for 
the Queen Mother‛s 90th 
birthday celebration and for 
the commemoration of the 
50th anniversary of the 
Battle of Dunkirk evacuation 
in the English Channel. It also 
visited Sydney Australia, New 
York and Ireland.

In 2001, the African 
Queen‛s engine broke, yet it 

remained on display for curi-
ous tourists and film buffs to 
view.

2012 - Captain Lance and 
Suzanne Holmquist signed a 
long-term lease with Jim 
Hendricks‛ son to restore the 
vessel in time for her centen-
nial year celebrations. The 
Holmquists have overseen 
repairs and have taken pains 
to date it as it appeared in 
the film, replacing steel in the 
hull, replacing the boiler and 
oiling the black African 
mahogany to condition the 
wood. Once finished they put 
her back into operation as she 
once was offering canal and 
dinner cruises in Key Largo.

You can book a 1.5 hour 
cruise that departs from the 
Marina Del Mar and travels 
down the Port Largo Canals to 
the Atlantic Ocean before 
turning around to return. $59 
pp. Available at 10am, 12pm, 
2pm, 4pm, & 6pm.

For private cruises and 
gift certificates, contact 
them directly at 305-451-
8080 or 305-896-8004, or 
suzanneholmquist@bellsouth.net

The newly restorded African Queen in 2012 with Stephen Bogart, son of actor Humphrey Bogart, aboard.
Photo by Andy Newman/Florida Keys News Bureau.

The African Queen arrives at the Pilot House during a dinner cruise.

The iconic vessel the 
African Queen is located in 
Key Largo. Made famous in 
the 1951 movie of the same 
name starring Humphrey 
Bogart and Katherine Hep-
burn, she still remains a time-
less classic. This famous 
steamboat is available for 
daily canal cruises in the Port 
Largo Canal area and also for 
private events.

HISTORY OF A CLASSIC
1912 - The African Queen 

was built in 1912 at Lytham 
shipbuilding in England. Origi-
nally she was named the S/L 
Livingstone She was immedi-
ately shipped to the British 
East Africa Railways company 
on the Victoria Nile and Lake 
Albert. Lake Albert is located 
on the border of the Belgian 
Congo and Uganda. She was 
built in a narrow way to navi-
gate this river and was used 
to carry mercenaries, mission-
aries, cargo and hunting 
parties on their voyages. 

1951 - John Huston saw 
the vessel and commissioned 
her for the movie he was 
directing “The African 
Queen” She was renamed 

after her starring role.
1968 - The vessel was 

purchased by a restaurant 
owner in San Francisco and 
brought to the US for char-
ter operation.

1970 - A man named Hal 
Bailey from Oregon purchased 
the boat for the price of her 
boat yard bill and took her to 

LIKE THE COCONUT TELEGRAPH? Please thank an advertiser!
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Hermit Crabs CONTINUED   Photos by Carol Ellis except as noted. 

CAROL ELLIS has lived in 
South Florida  her entire life 
and Key Largo for 37 years.

Currently a Master Gar-
dener volunteer, Carol has a 
degree in Journalism from 
the University of Florida and 
is the resident photographer 
/artist at Ocean Reef Club.

Often when people move to 
the Keys, the first thing 
they try to do is make their 
new home just like the place 
they left.  Locals can pick up 
pretty quickly who these 
“they do it where I come 
from” newcomers are, but  
within five minutes of 
meeting Angela and Brian, 
and observing their efforts 
to caretake our fragile 
Florida Keys environment, I 
knew they were a good fit 
here.
They came down as a family 
when their middle child 
Logan was transferred to 
Coast Guard Station 
Islamorada, and once here, 
decided not to leave. 
Jokingly Brian and Angela 
aways said, “when the kids 
are gone we are going  to 
quit our jobs, run away to 
the Keys and become 
bartenders, live in a one 
room shack with an A/C 
that is halfway broken and 
we wouldn‛t care if there 
are roaches!”  A positive 
twist on the old story “Come 
on vacation… leave on 
probation.”
They researched  house 
prices, and soon realized 

they couldn‛t quit their jobs 
and become bartenders. 
Luckily, their jobs allowed 
them to work from 
anywhere, so they got more 
of their full dream than 
most anyone would want.
The house they found 
online, located in Harry 
Harris Park, from an aerial 
view on Zillow, was your 
typical pea rock yard and 
stilt house property. The 
backyard borders a natural 
mangrove and buttonwood 
preserve, which if you were 

hang out.  As we approach 
we can hear clacking as the 
crabs retreat and their claw 
clamps shut the shell 
opening; hermit crabs have 
keen eyesight so it is hard 
to sneak up on one.  We 
stare at the rocks, and soon 
detect movement; a shell 
blending in perfectly 
contains a hermit crab on 
the move.  A sign “Hermit 
Highway” designates where 
the crabs cross to go to the 
ocean to lay their eggs, and 
after having done so return 
to the dry land to resume 
their lives.  
The “Crustacean Plantation” 
is on the Garden Club of the 
Upper Keys garden walk, 
Saturday, February 17th.  

flowering plants, and 
adding water sources for 
the critters.  Bricks and 
boulders line the raised 
beds full of soil and mulch. 
Hermit crabs need soil or 
sand substrate in order for 
them to molt; since the 
Keys doesn‛t have dirt, the 
hermit crabs must surface 
molt or find leaves, and 
bury themselves during 
this vulnerable time. In 
their new beds, Angela and 
Brian have seen little dig 
piles where a hermit crab 
has gone to molt.  “We 
have provided them a 
“crabitat” - something they 
probably wouldn‛t normally 
have.”
Creeping zoysia grass 
covers the former barren 
pea rock yard, leading up to 
an undisturbed tidal rocky 
area in the back of the 
property where the crabs 

to crawl a few hundred 
yards through the County- 
owned property, you could 
reach the shoreline.  
Soon after moving in Angela 
noticed shells near the A/C 
condensate drainpipe, 
picked one up, and saw it 
was a land hermit crab 
(Coenobita clypeatus).  In 
honor of their new-found 
friends, Brian and Angela 
named their property ~ 
“Crustacean Plantation.” 
Never having had a hermit 
crab as a pet, her first 

reaction was “I 
don‛t know how 
this works,” but 
she learned.  
She started by 
counting her 
hermit crab 
encounters, and 
began 
numbering the 
shells.  At some 
point past 100 
crabs she 
stopped 
counting.  
Hermit crabs 
have soft 
abdomens which 
require 

in a designated “Transfer 
Station” and almost 
immediately small or 
broken shells were traded 
off for the new and 
roomier models, kinda like a 
used car lot for hermit 
crabs. Broken shells are 
left vacant, as they no 
longer provide protection 
or cannot hold fresh water 
needed to lubricate the 
crab‛s gills.  
Angela and Brian have spent 
hours in the garden, adding 
mulch and soil, making new 
beds for the native and 

A crab mistakes a plastic bottle 
cap for a new home.  According 
to the Journal of Hazardous 
Materials, 570,000 hermit crabs 
die annually on two South Pacific 
islands from getting stuck in 
plastic debris.  Photo by Capt. 
Deb Deyo.

protection of a shell, and 
who require bigger shells to 
suit their bodies as they 
grow. 
She observed encounters 
where one crab was trying 
to hijack another crab‛s 
shell.  A crab will approach 
a shell, be it occupied or 
not and tap on it with it‛s 
own shell. If it is occupied 
it will continue its 
incessant thumping until 
the resident crab gives up 
the shell willingly, or is 
evicted by force.  Lost 
pinchers or legs found on 
the ground are evidence of 
crab shell fights. Realizing 
a need, Angela started 
purchasing shells to put out 

(gardenclubupperkeys.org/ 
garden-walk-tickets).  It is 
located in the Harry Harris 
Park area, a hidden gem, 
full of natural beauty, and a 
livable community for those 
who work here, and the 
creatures who were here 
before we came.
You might want to bring 
along a shell or two for a 
hermit crab in need.

A crab blends in with the rocks and shells scattered in the woods.

Hermits crabs are social animals, despite their 
name, piling onto each other beneath a 
coral rock ledge.

Angela  poses beside a hollowed out tree on the 
boundary between her yard and the native woods. 

A hermit crab in the hardwood 
hammock sporting a tree 
snail shell.

Hermit crab racing is a sport imported from the Caribbean. Crabs 
are placed in the center a table, which has a ring painted in the 
center. The first crab to crawl past the outer ring is the 
“winner-winner, crab dinner!”

Often when people move to 
the Keys, the first thing 
they try to do is make their 
new home just like the place 
they left.  Locals can pick up 
pretty quickly who these 
“they do it where I come 
from” newcomers are, but  
within five minutes of 
meeting Angela and Brian, 
and observing their efforts 
to caretake our fragile 
Florida Keys environment, I 
knew they were a good fit 
here.
They came down as a family 
when their middle child 
Logan was transferred to 
Coast Guard Station 
Islamorada, and once here, 
decided not to leave. 
Jokingly Brian and Angela 
aways said, “when the kids 
are gone we are going  to 
quit our jobs, run away to 
the Keys and become 
bartenders, live in a one 
room shack with an A/C 
that is halfway broken and 
we wouldn‛t care if there 
are roaches!”  A positive 
twist on the old story “Come 
on vacation… leave on 
probation.”
They researched  house 
prices, and soon realized 

they couldn‛t quit their jobs 
and become bartenders. 
Luckily, their jobs allowed 
them to work from 
anywhere, so they got more 
of their full dream than 
most anyone would want.
The house they found 
online, located in Harry 
Harris Park, from an aerial 
view on Zillow, was your 
typical pea rock yard and 
stilt house property. The 
backyard borders a natural 
mangrove and buttonwood 
preserve, which if you were 

hang out.  As we approach 
we can hear clacking as the 
crabs retreat and their claw 
clamps shut the shell 
opening; hermit crabs have 
keen eyesight so it is hard 
to sneak up on one.  We 
stare at the rocks, and soon 
detect movement; a shell 
blending in perfectly 
contains a hermit crab on 
the move.  A sign “Hermit 
Highway” designates where 
the crabs cross to go to the 
ocean to lay their eggs, and 
after having done so return 
to the dry land to resume 
their lives.  
The “Crustacean Plantation” 
is on the Garden Club of the 
Upper Keys garden walk, 
Saturday, February 17th.  

flowering plants, and 
adding water sources for 
the critters.  Bricks and 
boulders line the raised 
beds full of soil and mulch. 
Hermit crabs need soil or 
sand substrate in order for 
them to molt; since the 
Keys doesn‛t have dirt, the 
hermit crabs must surface 
molt or find leaves, and 
bury themselves during 
this vulnerable time. In 
their new beds, Angela and 
Brian have seen little dig 
piles where a hermit crab 
has gone to molt.  “We 
have provided them a 
“crabitat” - something they 
probably wouldn‛t normally 
have.”
Creeping zoysia grass 
covers the former barren 
pea rock yard, leading up to 
an undisturbed tidal rocky 
area in the back of the 
property where the crabs 

to crawl a few hundred 
yards through the County- 
owned property, you could 
reach the shoreline.  
Soon after moving in Angela 
noticed shells near the A/C 
condensate drainpipe, 
picked one up, and saw it 
was a land hermit crab 
(Coenobita clypeatus).  In 
honor of their new-found 
friends, Brian and Angela 
named their property ~ 
“Crustacean Plantation.” 
Never having had a hermit 
crab as a pet, her first 

reaction was “I 
don‛t know how 
this works,” but 
she learned.  
She started by 
counting her 
hermit crab 
encounters, and 
began 
numbering the 
shells.  At some 
point past 100 
crabs she 
stopped 
counting.  
Hermit crabs 
have soft 
abdomens which 
require 

Critters in Our Midst: Hermit Crabs by Carol Ellis

in a designated “Transfer 
Station” and almost 
immediately small or 
broken shells were traded 
off for the new and 
roomier models, kinda like a 
used car lot for hermit 
crabs. Broken shells are 
left vacant, as they no 
longer provide protection 
or cannot hold fresh water 
needed to lubricate the 
crab‛s gills.  
Angela and Brian have spent 
hours in the garden, adding 
mulch and soil, making new 
beds for the native and 

A surveillance camera captured 
this opossum cruising through the 
shells. Squirrels, possums, raccoons, 
birds, lizards, iguanas, anoles, and 
land crabs live here.  The “Transfer 
Station” is where Angela puts out 
shells for the hermit crabs who are 
on the quest for the perfect shell.  

protection of a shell, and 
who require bigger shells to 
suit their bodies as they 
grow. 
She observed encounters 
where one crab was trying 
to hijack another crab‛s 
shell.  A crab will approach 
a shell, be it occupied or 
not and tap on it with it‛s 
own shell. If it is occupied 
it will continue its 
incessant thumping until 
the resident crab gives up 
the shell willingly, or is 
evicted by force.  Lost 
pinchers or legs found on 
the ground are evidence of 
crab shell fights. Realizing 
a need, Angela started 
purchasing shells to put out 

(gardenclubupperkeys.org/ 
garden-walk-tickets).  It is 
located in the Harry Harris 
Park area, a hidden gem, 
full of natural beauty, and a 
livable community for those 
who work here, and the 
creatures who were here 
before we came.
You might want to bring 
along a shell or two for a 
hermit crab in need.

Hermit crabs make their way from the ground up into the trees and everywhere in between.

Signs by Amy's Creations of the Florida Keys 
give the property a Keysy flair. 
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Chef Clark Huff
C.E.C., CCA.

Let us cook for you!
Chef'’s Specialities

Keto and Low Calorie Menus
     available weekly on Mondays
     via Facebook @OceanBayDining
or by request via text msg to 1-888-403-4503

Catering services available
for 6 to 600 guests

Custom tailored to your Event

Contact Chef Clark 501-626-2424
OceanBayDining@gmail.com

OCEAN BAY
MEAL PLANS

OCEAN BAY CATERING

AD SPONSOR OceanDreamsHealing.org

Key Largo Community Park

OCEAN DREAMS HEALING CENTER 

The Community Health Festival brings awareness of the many agencies, 
health practitioners, and services available in the Keys for residents and 
visitors to utilize when in need of medical, mental and physical support. 
There is no cost for non-profits to have a booth.

FREE TO ATTEND • FREE CANCER SCREENING 
LIVE MUSIC ALL DAY • GREAT FOOD & DRINKS

HOLISTIC PRACTITIONERS • BLOOD DRIVE  

Vendor Space
Available! 

Join
Us!

Health
&

Fest
SAT. FEB. 17TH

10 AM - 7 PM
SUN. FEB. 18TH

11 AM - 5 PM

JOIN US FOR FUN  & YOU’RE GONNA  LOVE THE WAY YOU FEEL...

Habitat for Humanity of the Upper Keys Receives 
$100,000 Grant from Publix Super Market 

Charities for Affordable Housing Project

Habitat for Humanity of the 
Upper Keys is delighted to 
announce the generous 
support of Publix Super 
Market Charities with a 
substantial grant of 
$100,000. This significant 
contribution will play a pivotal 
role in the funding of a new 
4-unit affordable housing 
project in the Upper Keys.
The grant from Publix Super 
Market Charities underscores 
their commitment to commu-
nity development and 
addressing the critical need 
for affordable housing in our 
region. HFHUK is profoundly 
grateful for this partnership, 
as it enables us to advance 
our mission of providing 
affordable housing for local 
families.

“The mission of Publix Super 
Markets Charities is to 
endeavor to meet the needs 
of the people within our 
communities. We remain 
devoted to the highest stan-
dards of community involve-
ment as demonstrated by our 
founder, Mr. George Jenkins. 
To that end - Publix Charities 
is proud to support the 
Habitat for Humanity of the 
Upper Keys in their efforts 
to alleviate homelessness in 
their community,” said Kelly 
Williams-Puccio, Executive 
Director. 

Support Live Music in the Upper Keys!

Get Your Tee Shirt Today!

The Musicians Relief Fund
aids local entertainers in need.

100% of the sale of these shirts
goes to the Musicians Relief Fund.

Available at the Elks Lodge in Tavernier. 
Or email Denise at theconchtelegraph@gmail.com
or mail a check (payable to Florida Keys Elks Lodge)

with your order to Coconut Telegraph
101425 Overseas Hwy. • PMB #628 • Key Largo, FL 33037

(Add $8 shipping per shirt if you want it mailed to you, and 
don’t forget to tell us Men or Women’s and what size(s) you want.)

$20

MEN’S
(CREW NECK)

LARGE, XL & 2XL
WOMEN’S

(V-NECK)
LARGE, XL & 2XL

Musicians
 RELIEF FUND

Upper Keys

Musicians
 RELIEF FUND

Upper Keys

BACK

The  History of Diving Museum 
in Islamorada is hosting its 6th 
annual art exhibit; it opened 
January 16th showcasing 
participating artists from the 
Art Guild of the Purple Isles 
and Monroe County students, 
and runs until April 17th.
The exhibit, titled “Dive Into 
Art: Coral Creations” is a 
collaborative effort by K-12 art 
students in Monroe County 
schools, member artists from 
the Art Guild of the Purple 
Isles (AGPI), and the History 
of Diving museum.
In keeping with the exhibit‛s 
theme, the show will focus on 
the Reef, and will include a 
variety of coral and all the life 
that it supports… fishermen, 
divers, birds, all sea life. Along 
with the student exhibits, 
member artists of AGPI will 

display similarly themed art 
work in all mediums. Some of 
the more than 60 pieces will be 
available for purchase. 
AGPI co-chairs Diane Smith 
and Mary Ellen Holler said that 
this year‛s show is expected to 
be “one of our best.” The art 
exhibit at the museum will be 
on display until April 17th. The 
History of Diving Museum is 
located at Mile Marker 83; open 
daily 10am- 5pm.

History of Diving Museum Hosts
its 6th Annual Art Exhibit

Student working on a project for 
the museum exhibit.

The Art Guild of the Purple Isles is a non-for-profit group of artists supporting the 
visual fine arts in all media and photography in the Upper Keys. 

February    
Book 
Sale
All month long you can 
take home fabulous reads 
 at the Friends of the Key Largo Library Book Sale.  

Choose as many as you like - for a price you can’t resist: 
"Make a donation to the Friends.” Donate $10 or more - 
earn a free book bag.  New books will appear each 
Wednesday - so stop by often. 

Cards & Gift Shop • Large Print Books • Audiobooks
Coffee-table Books • Free Children’s Books 

Key Largo Branch Library at the Tradewinds Shopping Center 
Monday through Saturday

Friends of the Key Largo Library 
fundraises to supplement and support community 

programs and concerts at the library.

MM 106 Key Largo Chamber of Commerce

MM 100 Key Largo Flowers & Gifts

MM 88 Island Home Nursery

MM 87 Islamorada Chamber of Commerce
The Garden Club of the Upper Keys, Inc. is a qualified 501(c)(3) charitable organization registered in the State of Florida (Registration #CH37407) “A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL

REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352)
WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.” 

All donations to the Garden Club of the Upper Keys, Inc. are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

TICKETS: $30

Garden Club of the Upper Keys

Saturday
February 17, 2024
10am - 4pm, rain or shine!

www.gardenclubupperkeys.org
Available online or at locations listed below 1/3/24 - 2/16/24. 

Also available the day of the Walk at all tour locations 
& Francis Tracy Garden Center.
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LOST KEYCHAIN

Sentimental Value • REWARD $200

TEXT OR CALL ANNIE
305-923-7566

Small - Gold "Colored" Key Chain - with 2 
Silver Fobs made by my Father in the 

early 1950s.   Huge loss for me!!! It went 
missing Feb. 2023;  �rst weekend of Feb-
ruary, at MM 90, oceanside - at the Coral 
Shores Art Fair and Church/ Garage Sale.   
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98880 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE, KEY LARGO

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE

We’re not just Realtors®... we’re also your neighbors!

 janewasmund@bellsouth.net 

Jane Wasmund
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-451-7704
CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 

Wendy Ives
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-394-1376
GRI

Unique and stunning - words that only begin to describe this home. If you are looking for a special home 
in the Keys, this one �ts that bill! Custom-built features throughout will not disappoint. The central 
location is convenient for the boating enthusiast, with quick canal access to the ocean. 3/3 and 1/1 down. 
A gourmet kitchen with commercial-grade gas stove, double ovens, farmhouse sink from England, 
beverage fridge, quartzite countertops, and more. Wonderful views from the rooftop. Lush tropical 
landscaping featuring �shtail and Areca palms create privacy on both sides of the property. Fiddle leaf 
�gs, elephant ears, and Monstera plants adorn throughout the property. Giant Milkweed trees serves as a 
habitat for monarch butter�ies, a Powderpu� tree attracts hummingbirds, plus two garden beds for 
vegetables and herbs. Also various fruit trees including banana, key lime, and lemon.

109 Ocean Shores Drive, Key Largo
 

REDU
CED

SPF 50, long sleeve,
fishing performance shirt

in aluminum, blue mist or white.

DRI - FIT
FISHING
SHIRTS

DRI - FIT
FISHING
SHIRTS

Dress like a Florida Keys local and
be comfortable in the sun in our

DRI-FIT shirt designed by
Carol Ellis | Little Salt Photography

featuring original artwork of the

HISTORIC FISHING VILLAGE OF
DOWNTOWN CARD SOUND

SCAN  CODE 

WITH YOUR
SMARTPHONE

TO
PURCHASE

ORIGINAL LOCAL ARTWORK BY

On the back of the shirt is Carol’s original image of Fred’s Place - the “Tilton 
Hilton.” �e restaurant, complete with slanting dance �oor, blue crabs and cold 
beer, was located on the curve just across the Monroe County line, in the historic 
�shing village of Downtown Card Sound.

�e photograph, taken in 1988 is a reminder of the once thriving community of 
nonconformists, squatters, and �shermen, who made their living from the 
surrounding waters, mostly by selling blue crabs. In its peak during the late 50’s, 
this area was home to 100 residents, some who had State issued leases for 
“�shing camps.”

Hurricane destruction, along with the politics of environmental safety, ushered 
in clean-up crews and by 2010, just a few wooden docks, and Alabama Jacks 
remain in Downtown Card Sound.

3 0 5 - 4 5 1 - 7 7 7 8

FRED’S TILTON HILTON - DOWNTOWN CARD SOUND ROAD

Discount code “CONCH” for 10% o� �shing shirts

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM103 Bayside

www.numthaiandsushi.com
★ Deliveries Now Available for Online Orders ★

(305) 451-5955

Mon. - Fri. 
Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner 5:00 - 10:00

Sat. - Sun. 
5:00 - 10:00

SAVE TIME...
ORDER ONLINE!

2 Seagate Blvd.• MM 99.6 • Key Largo • 305-451-0307 • www.legionpost333.org

American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo

Open 7 Days a Week, Noon ’til 10pm
Happy Hour 3 to 6 pm

Stop by! Enjoy our shaded outdoor seating!

Karaoke with "Bullfrog King" Mike Kane, Monday at 7 p.m.
Thursday Night Jam from 6 to 10pm. Food served 6-9 pm.

We have wheelchairs, walkers, and other medical supplies available for our Veterans.

Stop by and see Tiffany!
Tues, Wed &Thurs. 5 to close 

I get asked quite a bit 
about how I'm feeling and I 
usually say, "With my hands." 
Some of you might remember 
that as a Three Stooges joke 
but I first heard it from my 
Dad, who was born in 1922. 

It's going on 4 years this 
month (Jan.'24) that I had 
congestive heart failure 
caused by diabetes.

Blood clots in one leg or 
the other is a common after 
affect of heart failure and 
that continues to be an ongo-
ing issue for me.

I've been "roto-rooter-
ed" several times when the 
blockage caused ulcers (open 
wounds) on my left foot. The 
blockage as of my last test 
was estimated to be back to 
85-95%. It makes walking 
very far or very fast painful 
but it's necessary to keep on 
moving while I still can.

Another after effect of 
the CHF was afib (atrial 
fibrillation) which became 
constant and made it impos-
sible to sing/work. THANKS 
to all those who supported 
me through that summer 
while I was down, the Musi-
cians Relief Fund and all the 
musicians who contributed 
their time and talent to the 
benefit.

Finally in the fall of 2022 
I was given an ablation to 

A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn

stem the errant electrical 
storm causing the misfire in 
my heart. Now according to 
the app for that, my afib 
varies in frequency, about 
20% of the day, on average.

Just when I thought I 
could get back to rocking and 
rolling, the herniated discs in 
my lower back erupted in pain 
so severe I had to cancel the 
band shows.

It took 6 weeks of chiro-
practic manipulation to get 
me back on my sore feet. 
Thanks to Dave White for 
being a "roadie." We wouldn't 
have been able to go back to 
work without his invaluable 
assistance.

I've got a lot of wear and 
tear, arthritis, and a litany 
of age-related issues. I still 
haven't recouped my full 
vocal range from the CHF 4 
years ago. I'm grateful for 
being able to play as much as 
I do, though I can't play as 
much as I want and need to 
in order to make a living.

The crazy thing about 
life is how different yet 
similar the human experience 
is for everybody. When I 
died briefly while in the 
hospital, my brief foray into 
the "afterlife" let me see 
how ridiculous and vain 
humanity is... we worry about 
the DUMBEST shit...the only 

So I spend most of the 
day craving shit I shouldn't 
eat. I used to be a junk food 
junkie. At one time I weighed 
286 pounds, before the CHF. 
I've managed to stay at 170 
for a couple of years or so 
now.

I gave up my tobacco 
habit in 2017, before Irma. I 
still get wicked cravings but 
finally it's fewer and further 
between. The first 5 years 
were the hardest.

Don't start something 
that will finish you would be 
the lesson I took from that 
experience. Young, dumb and 
indestructible...

So I hope the best for all 
of us this year but realisti-
cally we're all just here for 
our fair share of abuse. 
That's why it's so important 
to be good to each other. 

We live on a planet that is 
as likely to kill us as sustain 
us, so can't we all just get 
along? Agree to disagree? Live 
and let live? Hell no, let's blow 
shit up and make everyone 
miserable! Just jesting...  
Peace and Love! 

Luke Sommer 
Glenn is a 
local 
entertainer 
and Conch 
Character. 

www.lukesommerglenn.com 
For more info:

Updates, Clarifications and Nonsense
 

Miami Dolphins belt buckle.

thing that matters is how we 
treat one another... not 
beliefs or politics.

It's also been 4 years 
since I've had an "adult" 
beverage. Drank too many 
before I was considered by 
law to be an adult anyway but 
it's all fun and games until 
you go blind from self - 
induced diabetes (Type 2) 
and whatnot. The great 
American diet of beer, 
bacon, processed bread, 
cheese and butter dipped in 
sugar, seasoned with salt and 
topped with fat, coated in 
chocolate...

My last vices now are 
weed, pizza and ice cream. I 
effing hate moderation but 
goddamn it, it is the key to 
achieving balance.
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HAPPY HOURMonday-Friday 4pm-7pm
Valentine's Day  
Food & Drink

Specials As Seen On

IF YOU’RE GOING TO CHILL, CHILL BIG!

THE BIGGEST  PARTY
FOOD & DRINK 

SPECIALS

MM104 BAYSIDE  |   KEY L ARGO  |   JJSBIGCHI LL.COM 
WE DELIVER  |  PRIVATE EVENT SPACE AVAIL AB LE

2 JUMBO 
SCREENS

BAYSIDE 
VIEWS

IN THE UPPER KEYS ON THE BAY FEBRUARY 11, 2024

LIVE MUSIC

DAILY FOOD & DRINK SPECIALS
MUSIC SATURDAY & SUNDAY — ALL DAY!

WELCOME BACK
$1 Drafts All Day

SATURDAY - PRIME RIB DINNER

HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 pm EVERY DAY
$1 Drafts

LOCALS’ FAVORITE    305-453-3153    45 Garden Cove Drive    MM 106

OPEN 11:00 AM to 9:30 PM EVERY DAY

$5 OFF ANY SERVICE
Excluding Notary & Fingerprinting 

101425 Overseas Hwy
TRADEWINDS PLAZA
Key Largo, FL  33037

305.453.4877
fax:  305.453.4878
store4181@theupsstore.com

OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday-Friday 7:30am–6pm • Saturday 9am–2:30pm 

UPS, USPS, Shipping & Stamps
Personal & Business Mailbox Rental
Amazon & “Happy Returns” 
   Dropoff Center
Wide Format Printing & Copying
Notary & Fingerprinting
   by appt. only M-F 10am-4pm

58th ANNUAL MEMBERS
JUDGED ART SHOW

JANUARY 14 - MARCH 14, 2024 , Tues.-Sun. 10am-5 pm
Public invited to Opening Reception January 13, 5-7pm

Keys History & Discovery Center, MM 82.1 Overseas Hwy, Islamorada

32. Fill your pockets with 
sugar packets, as well as salt 
and pepper shakers, silver-
ware, floral arrangements... 
i.e. anything on the table 
that isn't bolted down.
33. Hold a debate. Take both 
sides.
34. Undress your date ver-
bally. Loudly.
35. Auction your date off 
for silverware.
36. Slide under the table. 
Take your plate with you.
37. Order a baked potato 
for a side dish. When the 
waiter brings your food, hide 
the potato, wait a few min-
utes, and ask the waiter for 
the potato you "never got." 
When the waiter returns 
with another potato for you, 
have the first one back on 
the plate. Repeat later in the 
meal.
38. Order beef tongue. Make 
lewd comparisons or com-
ments.
39. Get your date drunk. 
Talk about their philosophy. 
Get it on tape, and use good 
judgement in editing to twist 
their words around.
40. Discuss boils and lesions, 
and such, as if from personal 
experience.
41. Speak in pig latin 
throughout the meal (Or 
ubber-dubber language, or 
just nonsense).

42. Take a break, and go into 
the restroom. When you 
return to the table, throw a 
spare pair of underwear on 
the back of one of the 
chairs. Insist that they just 
need airing out.
43. If they are paying, order 
the most expensive thing on 
the menu. Take one bite.
44. Bring 20 or so candles 
with you, and during the meal 
get up and arrange them 
around the table in a circle. 
Chant.
45. Save the bones from 
your meal, and explain that 
you're taking them home to 
your invalid, senile mother, 
because it's a  lot cheaper 
than actually feeding her.
46. Order your food by 
colors and textures. Sculpt.
47. Take a thermos along, 
and hide it under the table. 
Order coffee, and fill the 
thermos one cup at a time, 
taking advantage of the free 
refills.
48. Insist that the waiter 
cuts your food into little 
pieces. In  a simliar vein, 
insist that he take a bite of 
everything on the plate, to 
make sure no one poisoned it.
49. Accuse your date of 
espionage.
50. Make odd allusions to 
dangerous religious cults.
51. Break wind loudly. Add 
color commentary. Bow.

How to Dump a Blind Date…
Occasionally in life, it's 

handy to be able to get out 
of awkward social 
situations.The Coconut Tele-
graph is here to help..
1. At dinner, guard your plate 
with fork and steak knife, so 
as to give the impression 
that you'll stab anyone, 
including the waiter, who 
reaches for it.
2. Collect the salt shakers 
from all of the tables in the 
restaurant, and balance 
them in a tower on your 
table.
3. Wipe your nose on your 
date's sleeve. Twice.
4. Make funny faces at other 
patrons, then sneer at their 
reactions.
5. Repeat every third third 
word you say say.
6. Give your claim to fame as 
being voted "Most Fester-
ous" in your high school 
yearbook.
7. Read a newspaper or book 
during the meal. Ignore your 
date.
8. Stare at your date's neck, 
and grind your teeth audibly.
9. Twitch spastically. If 
asked about it, pretend you 
don't know what they are 
talking about.
10. Stand up every five 
minutes, circle your table 
with your arms out-
stretched, and make airplane 
sounds.
11. Order a bucket of lard.
12. Ask for crayons to color 
the placemat. This works 
very well in fancier venues 
that use linen tablecloths.
13. Howl and whistle at 
womens' legs, especially if 
you are female.
 14. Recite your dating his- 
tory. Improvise. Include pets.
15. Pull out a harmonica and 
play blues songs when your 

date begins talking about 
themself.
16. Sacrifice french fries to 
the great deity, Pomme.
17. When ordering, inquire 
whether the restaurant has 
any live food.
18. Without asking, eat off 
your date's plate. Eat more 
from their plate than they do.
19. Drool.
20. Chew with your mouth 
open, talk with your mouth 
full and spray crumbs.
21. Eat everything on your 
plate within 30 seconds of it 
being placed in front of you.
22. Excuse yourself to use 
the restroom. Go back to the 
headwaiter/hostess and ask 
for another table in a 
different part of the res-
taurant. Order another meal. 
When your date finally finds 
you, ask him/her "What in 
the hell took you so long in 
the restroom?!?"
23. Recite graphic limericks 
to the people at the table 
next to you.
24. Ask the people at the 
neighboring table for food 
from their plates.
25. Beg your date to tattoo 
your name on their derriere. 
Keep bringing the subject up.
26. Ask your date how much 
money they have with them.
27. Order for your date. 
Order something nasty.
28. Communicate in mime the 
entire evening.
29. Upon entering the res-
taurant, ask for a seat away 
from the windows, where you 
have a you have a good view 
of all exits, and where you 
can keep your back to the 
wall. Act nervous.
30. Lick your plate. Offer to 
lick theirs.
31. Hum. Loudly. In mono-
tone.
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mile marker 98.8 in the median

Sundays 6pm 
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Mondays 6pm
Bingo

Tuesdays 6pm
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Wednesdays 7pm
Live Music & Queen of Hearts

Thursdays 8pm
Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

Fridays 7pm
"Left, Right, Center" at the main bar. 

WEEKLY EVENTS

Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

Members & Guests 
Welcome

Hours 11am - 11pm

Join Us!

We are a non-smoking facility

Follow us on Facebook:
Key Largo One Moose Lodge

Open Jam / Mic
EVERY TUESDAY &
SUNDAY AT 8 PM

New!New!

Just $60 a year and it will include inserts 
from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along 
with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper 
every month without having to go and find it.

PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo 
FL 33037. Don‛t forget to include your mailing address!

COLORFUL

WE  LIKE COLORFUL!

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages 
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser, 
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad 

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837

www.�oridakeyselks1872.com

Monday: Line Dancing Lessons  5 pm ($5 cost)
 Show Me the Money — Fun card game!   6:30 pm

Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts
Fun Starts at 6 pm • Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm

Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays!
Check out our Facebook page for details.

Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm

MM 92.6 Bayside • Tavernier • 305-852-1872

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!
(Members and Their Guests are Welcome) 

Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion.
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 • fkelks1872@gmail.com



14 • The Coconut Telegraph • February 2024 February 2024 • The Coconut Telegraph • 15

Pilot House Restaurant & Marina ● 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 ● info@pilothousemarina.com ● https://www.pilothousemarina.com

 Fish Dip                  Grouper Sandwich               P&E Shrimp               Prime Rib Dinner                Tuna Nachos                 Kung Pao Bowl      

WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

12 Beers
O N  T A P
Full Wine
SELECTION

Locals DayLocals Day
Wednesday

Feed the fish!
  KID & PET FRIENDLY! 

MM 99.6
OceansideSIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
  HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm
  LIVE MUSIC - Wednesday, Friday & Saturday from 5-9 pm
  LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday for your discount and rewards
  PRIME RIB DINNER - Make Thursday your #datenight $28.95

 Ask about our
Daily Throw Back Specials!!!

SUPER BOWL!
WATCH IT HERE!

It’s Back!
Sunday Brunch

11 AM to 2 PM
Complimentary Glass of 
Champagne, Mimosa or 

Bloody Mary with each Entrée

Our lives are made up of a 
complex network of path-
ways that we can use to 
move from one phase of life 
to the next. For some of us, 
our paths are wide, smooth, 
and clearly marked. Many 
people, however, find that 
they have a difficult time 
figuring out where they 
need to go next. Determin-
ing which “next step” will 
land you on the most direct 
route to fulfillment and the 
realization of your life 
purpose may not seem easy.

There are many ways to 
discover what the next step 
on your life path should be. 
If you are someone who 
seeks to satisfy your soul, it 
is vital that you make this 
inquiry. Often, your inner 
voice will counsel you that 
it‛s time for a change, and it 
is very important to trust 
yourself because only you 
know what is best for you. 
Personal growth always 
results when you let your-
self expand beyond the 
farthest borders of what 
your life has been so far. 

When figuring out what 
your next step will be, you 

Finding Your Next Step in Life
When you are willing to listen to yourself and

be fearless, figuring out your next step
 becomes easy.

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,
healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

may want to review your 
life experiences. The 
choices you‛ve made and the 
dreams you‛ve held onto can 
give you an idea of what you 
don‛t want to do anymore 
and what you might like to 
do next. It is also a good 
idea to think about creative 
ways you can use your skills 
and satisfy your passions. 
Visualizing your perfect 
future and making a list of 
ways to manifest that 
future can help you choose 
a logical next step that‛s in 
harmony with your desires. 
Meditation, journal writing, 
taking a class, and other 
creative activities may 
inspire you and provide 
insight regarding the next 
step in life that will bring 
you the most satisfaction.

It is when you are willing to 
listen to yourself and be 
fearless that figuring out 
your next step becomes 
easy. Beneath the fear and 
hesitation and uncertainty 
lies your inner knowing that 
always knows which step 
you need to take next. Your 
next step can be as easy as 
putting one foot in front of 
the next!

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS
 ReefHouse  Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-9881
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

MONROE ASSOCIATION FOR
REMARCABLE CITIZENS, INC.

SERVING THE FLORIDA KEYS SINCE 1966

The MARC Thrift Shop in Tavernier
is now open Wednesday thru Saturday from 9am to 3pm.

A friend told me about a day 
out with his grandson. This is 
what he said "Last week, I 
took my grandchildren to a 
restaurant. My 6 year-old 
grandson asked if he could say 
grace.” As we bowed our heads 
he said, "God is good, God is 
great. Thank you for the food 
and I would thank you even 
more if Grandpa gets us ice 
cream for dessert. And 
liberty, peace & justice for all. 
Amen!”

Along with the laughter and 
nodding of heads from the 
other customers nearby, I 
heard a woman at the next 
table remark, "That's what's 
wrong with this country. Kids 
today don't even know how to 
pray. Asking God for ice 
cream!  Why -- I never!”

Hearing this, my grandson 
burst into tears & asked me, 
"Did I do it wrong Grandpa? Is 
God mad at me?"

After I assured him that he 
had done a terrific job & that 
God was certainly not mad at 
him, an elderly gentleman 

Ice Cream and Prayer
approached the table. He 
winked at my grandson & said, 
"I happen to know that God 
thought that was a great 
prayer." "Really?" my grandson 
asked.  "Cross my heart," the 
man replied. Then, in a theatri-
cal whisper, he added 
(indicating the woman whose 
remark had started this whole 
thing), "Too bad she never 
asks God for ice cream. A 
little ice cream is sometimes 
good for the soul”

Naturally, I bought my grand-
children ice cream at the end 
of the meal. My grandson 
stared at his ice cream for a 
moment, & then he did some-
thing I will remember the rest 
of my life. He picked up his 
sundae and, without a word, 
walked over & placed it in 
front of the woman

With a big smile he looked her 
in the eye and told her, "Here 
ma'am, this is for you, you 
grouchy old bitch. Shove it up 
your ass and cool off!” 
 
Kinda brings a tear to your 
eye. 

Why should we pay cash 
instead of a credit card?

- I have a $50 banknote in my pocket, and I'm going to a restau-
rant and paying for dinner with it. The restaurant owner then 
uses the bill to pay for the laundry. The laundry owner then uses 
the bill to pay the barber. The barber will then use the bill for 
shopping.

After an unlimited number of payments, it will still remain $50, 
which has fulfilled its purpose to everyone who used it for 
payment and the bank has not profited from any cash payment 
transaction made.

But if I go to a restaurant and pay digitally - card and bank fees 
for my payment transaction charged to the seller are 3%, so 
around $1.50 and the fee will be 3% for each further payment 
transaction down the line.

Therefore, after 30-35 transactions, of the initial $50, only $5 will 
remain, and the remaining $45 becomes the property of the 
bank, thanks to the all digital transactions and fees.

Small businesses need your help and this is one way to help 
ourselves too.  Use cash! When this is put into perspective, imag-
ine what each retailer is paying on a monthly basis in fees at 3% 
per transaction through their POS machine.

If they have, for example, $50,000 in sales and 90% are by credit 
card, they are paying $1500 in fees in ONE month. $18,000 in a 
year! That comes out of their income!
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99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3PM DAILY

305-453-2660LOCALLY OWNED

RestaurantRestaurant Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Story Time
Tuesdays & Thursdays at 
10:30 am for ages 0-5. 

Creative Tuesday 1-3pm
An informal creative after-
noon with fellow artists to 
connect in a supportive 
environment to 
inspire, rejuve-
nate, and encourage 
artistic growth. Bring 
your own painting supplies and 
finish your own art or  partici-
pate in periodic organized 
painting activities. 

Quit Your Way – Tobacco 
Free Florida, Weds. 1pm 
Counseling and free nicotine 
replacement therapy. Hosted 
by Beth Dunlap, RN, Florida 
Keys Area Health Education 
Center (AHEC). 

Tech Tutor, 
Weds. 1-4pm
Bring your device and 
questions to the Key 
Largo Library for 
one-on-one help.
 

Sit + Sew, Fri. 
9:30am – 1pm.
Bring your current 
project and meet 
new friends. 

Ages 6-11. Feb. 3 is Take Your 
Child to the Library Day!

Feb. 6 & 20, 4:30pm 
LEGO Club Calling all Builders! 
Be creative and build with 
LOTS of LEGOs provided by 
the library, on your own cre-
ation or as a team .Ages 6-11.

Feb. 7, 9 am-12:00 pm 
1st Wednesday Plant Clinic 
Master Gardener Volunteers 
will be at the Key Largo 
Library to help with plant 
identification, disease diagno-
sis, insect identifications/ 
problems, etc. diagnosing 
gardening/landscape problems.

Feb. 8, 2-3 pm and 
4:30-5:30pm – Sports 
STEAM Football Challenge
Work independently or in groups 
to build a goal post and test it 
by playing paper football.  Com-
plete a football jersey craft. 
For elementary students.

Feb. 12,– 11:00 am 
The Alzheimer's Association 
hosts a Care Support Group.To 
Register/info 800.272.3900.

Feb. 14, – 12-3 pm 
Ukulele JOY will perform all 
your favorite Love Songs. 

Feb. 16, 4:30 pm Screening: 
“We Are Friends of Old 
Seven” produced by Marathon‛s 
Cliff Rydell. Learn about the 
local individuals, businesses, 
and officials who made saving 
the Bridge a reality. Also 
March 8, 4:30 pm,

Feb. 21, 1  pm Monroe 200
Dr. Corey Malcom, Lead Histo-
rian at the Florida Keys His-
tory Center, presents “Monroe 
200,” an overview of the 
forces and events that shaped 
Monroe County from its incep-
tion to today using historic 
Keys photographs to illustrate.

Feb. 22, 2pm – Adult Craft:  
Decorative Bird Houses – 
Decorate a bird house in your 
favorite crafting style. Mate-
rials provided.  Registration is 
recommended.

Feb. 27 1-4 pm Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance VITA 
is a United Way  program that 
offers free tax help to those 
making $66,000 or less annually.

Feb. 27, 6-7:45 pm 
Books on Tap - Join us at Keys 
Meads to discuss Lessons in 
Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. 
Borrow the book from the 
Library or the Libby app. 
Drinks available for purchase. 
99411 Overseas Hwy. Unit 6.

Feb. 28, 2 pm and 4:30 pm 
Slime Time - Be my Valen-
slimes with gooey heart theme! 
Your heart will be oozing with 
love for this Valentines Day 
Slime. For elementary stu-
dents + up. Materials provided.

Feb. 1, 2-3 pm Foreign 
Policy Association‛s 
Great Decisions: Mideast 
Realignment. Visit the library 
for an article on the topic to 
read ahead of time. Brief 
video on the topic, then 
discuss. Sponsored by Friends 
of the KL Library. 

Feb. 2, 1:30 – 2:30pm
Feeding South Florida:  
Home-school students - join 
Carmen from Feeding South 
Florida for a Garden 
Sort/Plant Parts We Eat 
activity and food demonstra-
tion. Make (and EAT!) a turkey 
wrap.  Materials provided.  For 
students elementary and up.

Feb. 2, 6 pm First Friday 
Concert Series presents The 
Kennedys: a New York-based 
duo that have been perfecting 
an exhilarating sound that 
bands 60's style pop-rock with 
Americana.

Feb. 3, 11am – 1 pm Library 
Scouts: Learn how to be a Mini 
Librarian & earn a certificate 
during this drop-in program. 

February Events and Programs at Key Largo Library

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE.

The Key Largo Branch of the Monroe County Library System is hosting the following programs this month.  All 
library programs are free and open to the public. Program funding provided by the Friends of the Key Largo 

Library. Visit KeysLibraries.org for books, streaming movies, ebooks, and more.

SPECIAL EVENTS 

KeysLibraries.org/events 
Facebook.com/KeyLargoLibrary 
Instagram.com/KeyLargoLibrary

The Key Largo Library 
will be closed

Monday, January 19 for 
Preseidents Day

In honor of Black History Month, join us in creating a craft 
portrait of Martin Luther King, Jr. at the Key Largo Library 
through Feb. 29 during library hours. Supplies are provided.

February 1 – 29 Friends of the Key Largo Library Used Book Sale 
for a donation of your choice during library hours. New inventory 
every week. Home décor, jewelry &greeting cards are also avail-
able for purchase. Funds help fund adult programming.

Photography Exhibition all month presented by the Photogra-
phy Club of the Art Guild of the Purple Isles. A reception will 
take place February 12 5:00 pm - 7:30 pm

 

Come take a class! 
The Key Largo Library has a 
variety of offerings, ranging 
from Arts & Crafts to Slime 

Time. Scan the code to see the 
complete schedule. 
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Dolphins Plus Bayside, Inc. has full-time and 
part-time Guest Service/Photographer positions available 

with benefits included. Responsibilities include taking 
photos of our guests during their encounters, making 
reservations and assisting our guests via phone and in 

person as they check in and out of our facilities. Dolphins 
Plus Bayside, Inc. is located at 101900 Overseas Highway 

Key Largo. Starting pay from $13.50 - $15.60 per hour.
Apply in person, MM101.9 Bayside.

Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.

Applications always accepted.

Apply in person.

Open Wednesday - Sunday.

HELP WANTED

American Legion in Key Largo has a 
bartender,  part time, day position open. 

Hours are 11:30am-5:00pm. 
Great pay, fun atmosphere.  

No experience required but helpful.. 

Contact Cheryl at 352.460.6204.

BARTENDER

 SUE BEAL
305.451.4601

GRAPHIC DESIGN
PRE-PRESS SPECIALIST

by appointment only

Business in the Keys Business in the Keys

305-896-1675 call or text
KeysPhoneRepair@gmail.com

KeysSmartphoneRepair.com

PHONES 
FIXED FAST

91831 Overseas Hwy, Suite E,  Tavernier, FL 33070

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804

bullffroggking@gmail.com

WE ARE HIRING
AT THE BIG CHILL:

Servers
with at least three years experience

Barbacks

AT ENRICO’S MM 88.8
Pizza Makers and Cooks 

Please apply in person at The Big Chill
or call Amanda 305.453.9066

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

www.upperkeys.net

Upper Keys
Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281

Web Design

Website
Renovations

E-Commerce

Maintenance

Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

305-451-5955

 $1 Sushi all the time!

Lunch Specials from $5.95

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day) Private Room Available

numlargo@yahoo.com

Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

�e Key Largo Animal Shelter, operated by 
Humane Animal Care Coalition, has a 
full-time position open for an Animal 
Control O�cer or Animal Caretaker. 

�e applicants must be energetic, �exible 
with duties and hours. Experience preferred 
but will accept an applicant that loves 
animals. HACC will provide the necessary 
training for the new applicant. 

Salary based on experience/skills. Bene�ts 
include fully paid retirement program, paid 
holidays and annual leave; health insurance. 

Apply at 105951 Overseas Highway, Key 
Largo, MM106 or call (305) 451-0088, ask for 
Marsha, the Shelter Director.

Position 
Open

Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Help Wanted
Kitchen Assistant/Barback

Apply in person between 3 and 10 pm

at Elks Lodge MM 92.6 Tavernier.

See bartender for application.

$15 per hour.

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Tim Dressing
Vocalist • Solo Musician

305.522.3982
www. timdressing.com

Organ · Piano · Keyboard
Trumpet · Cornet

Flugelhorn

irisfromthekeys@yahoo.com

Iris Marie McDonald, P.A., Since 1988 • Your Luxury REAL ESTATE Agent

Key Largo - Islamorada - Delray Beach - Venice Island - RedlandKey Largo - Islamorada - Delray Beach - Venice Island - Redland

Illustrated Properties

Call or Text Iris:

561.400.5607
She’ll Show You!

Your H�e, Your Future ... Is My C�mitment.

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

REAL WORLD

COCONUT
TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Al’s Carpet 
 

 
 
 

 
 
              
  
     

* * And Many more Brands in Our Showroom  

Home Decorating Center 
Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976 

Waterproof Vinyl Plank - Custom Area Rugs  

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters 

99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo 

(305) 451-4460 
www.alscarpet.com 

Hurricane Screens
Withstands 200 mph Winds: Ultimate storm protection.
Dual Functionality: Screens double as shades.
Limited Lifetime Warranty on Frame; 
   10 yr. mesh, 5 yr. motor
Local Code Compliant: Meets Miami-Dade regulations.
Protects BBQs and furniture from wind, sun and rain.                        
Year round use. 365 days a year, 24/7.

5014 N. Federal Hwy. Lighthouse Point, FL 33064
954-531-6619 • Jodi.shipshape@gmail.com

ShipShapeRetractableScreensandAwnings.com

Retractable Awnings
LED dimming lights & wireless wind sensor standard!
Sunbrella Fabric
Adjustable Pitch Arms
10 Year Factory Warranty on components and fabric
10 Year on motor and control.WHY USE A PROFESSIONAL PET SITTER?

954-638-3704
runningonangels@gmail.com

• In Home Pet Sitting
• House Sitting
• Behavior Modification/
   Dog Training
• License Bonded Insured 
• Over 20 Years Experience
• 24 Hr. Hot line
• Reasonable Rates
• Licensed Vet Tech 
• Transportation To
   and From Vet

www.petsit.com/pet-sitter-monroe-ny-nanny-sharon

Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.
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Coco‘Nut’ Funnies

Dan was a single guy living at 
home with his father and working 
in the family business.

When he found out he was go-
ing to inherit a fortune when his 
sickly father died, he decided he 
needed to find a wife with whom 
to share his fortune.

One evening, at an investment 
meeting, he spotted the most 
beautiful woman he had ever seen.
Her natural beauty took his breath 
away.

“I may look like just an ordinary 
guy,” he said to her, “but probably 
in just a few years my father will 
die and I will inherit $200 mil-
lion.”

Impressed, the woman asked for 
his business card.

Three days later, she became his 
stepmother.

Women are so much better at 
financial planning than men.

As a child, I always had a 
fear of someone under the 
bed at night.  So  I went to a 
shrink and told him: I’ve got  
problems.   Every time I go to 
bed I think there’s somebody 
under it.  I’m scared.  I think 
I’m going crazy.” 

“Just put yourself in my 
hands for one year,” said 
the shrink. “Come talk to me 
three times a week and we 
should be able to get rid of 
those fears.” 

“How much do you charge?”  

“One hundred fifty dollars 
per visit,” replied the doctor.  
“I’ll sleep on it,”  I said.  

Six months later the doctor 
met me on the street.  “Why 
didn’t you come to see me 
about those fears you were 
having?” he asked. 

“Well, $150 a visit, three 
times a week for a year, is 
$23,400.00.  A bartender 
cured me for $10.00.  I was 
so happy to have saved all 
that  money that I went and 
bought a new pickup truck.” 

“Is that so?” With a bit of 
an attitude he said, “and how, 
may I ask, did a bartender 
cure you?” 

“He told me to cut the legs 
off the bed.  Ain’t  nobody 
under there now.”  

It’s always better to get a 
second opinion.

I was eating breakfast with my 
10-year-old granddaughter and 
I asked her, “What day is tomor-
row?”

Without skipping a beat she said, 
“It’s Presidents Day!”

She’s smart, so I asked her “What 
does Presidents Day mean?”

I was waiting for something about 
Obama, Biden or Trump, etc.

She replied, “Presidents Day is 
when the President steps out of 
the White House, and if he sees 
his shadow, we have another year 
of bullshit.”

You know, it hurts when hot coffee 
spurts out of your nose.

A Key Largo man walks into a 
bank in Miami and asks for the 
loan officer. He tells the loan of-
ficer that he is going to Washing-
ton DC on business for four weeks 
and needs to borrow $5,000.

The bank officer tells him that 
bank will need some form of 
security for the loan, so the  man 
hands over the keys to a brand 
new Mercedes Benz S class 500 
parked on the street in front of 
the bank. Produces the title and 
everything checks out.

The loan officer agrees to ac-
cept the car as collateral for the 
loan. The bank’s president and 
its officers all enjoy a good laugh 
at the guy for using a Mercedes 
Benz as collateral against a 5,000 
loan.

An employee of the bank then 
drives the Mercedes Benz into 
the bank’s underground garage 
and parks it there. Four weeks 
later, the fellow returns, repays the 
$5,000 and the interest, which 
comes to $150.

The loan officer says ‘Sir, we 
are very happy to have had 
your business but we are a little 
puzzled. While you were away, 
we checked you out & found 
that you are a multi millionaire. 
What puzzles us is, why would 
you bother to borrow $5,000?” 
The Keys guy replies: “Where else 
in Miami can I park my car four 
weeks for only $150 and expect it 
to be there when I return?”

A husband walks 
into Victoria’s Secret 
to purchase a sheer 
negligee for his wife for 
Valentine’s Day.

He is shown several 
possibilities that range 
from $250 to $500 in price 
- the more sheer, the higher 
the price. He opts for the 
sheerest item, pays the $500, 
and takes it home.

He presents it to his wife and 
asks her to go upstairs, put it 
on, and model it for him.

Upstairs, the wife thinks 
(she’s no dummy), “I have 
an idea ... it’s so sheer that 
it might as well be nothing. 
I won’t put it on, I’ll do the 
modeling naked, return it 
tomorrow, and keep the $500 
refund for myself.”

She appears naked on the 
balcony and strikes a pose.

The husband says, “Good 
grief! You’d think for $500, 
they’d at least iron it!”
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Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption 
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one 
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is 
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.

Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

Salena 

Ginger Davin

Shelby SimonSaki Rose

Bob & DylanLeo Leo

BUYING
Buyers agent is buying 

Vintage Costume Jewelry
Call & leave msg. 
305-304-2837

THE KEY PLAYERS
 Community Theater Group needs 
volunteers to work behind the 

scenes & audition for roles! 
thekeyplayers.org

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern and 
Bromeliad Society 

meets the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month at the Key Largo Civic 

Club at 6:00pm.  
Open to the public. 

keysorchidclub@aol.com

Classified ads will not be 
accepted without payment.

CLASSIFIED ADS
COCONUT TELEGRAPH 

MUSICIANS
Amateur & seasoned

musicians wanted!  
Keys Community Concert Band 

begins rehearsals in the fall.
More info call 305-451-4530.  

VESSEL SAFETY
�e USCG Auxiliary conducts 

vessel safety checks at 
Blackwater Sound Marina, 

MM 103.8 Bayside, every third 
Saturday of the month.Public 

welcome.  305-998-8400

CLUBS

GET CLASSIFIED
$10 per col.inch per month!
Bold Listing $12./inch per mo.

Classi�ed Display Space  $15/inch.

MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE

The UPS STORE
101425 Overseas Hwy., by Publix at Tradewinds

Questions? Call 305•304•2837.

Drop off your ad and payment at

Open 7 Days A Week 
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

FREE WIFI PROPERTY WIDE  • LOCALS’ FAVORITE  • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY!

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts

Daily Happy Hour
4-6 pm

Fresh Seafood

Local
Specialties

We’ll Cook
Your Catch 

Fishing Guides
Available

Amazing
Sunsets

Pet Friendly
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Conch Characters / Around Town

2024 Anglers in the Keys Kids Sailfish Tournament.

Beautiful view from the Lorelei!Contributing writer Luke Sommer Glenn.

Daniel Seehafer, National Commander of the 
American Legion paid a visit to Key Largo Post 333, 

here with Key Largo Commander Jim Schmeiser. 

Karla Milano welcomed Paul and Julie Overstreet 
to the American Legion. Paul is a world-famous, 

Grammy-winning songwriter from Nashville. 
Just ask Randy Travis!

Diving with Pirates Cove Watersports
at MM 104.

Ukulele JOY, of the Just Older Youth, Inc. aka The JOY Center, 
entertained the people who came to the Center For Inde-
pendent Living of the Keys sponsored Accessible Vaccine 

Clinics. Your next opportunity for a free vaccine, and to listen 
to Ukulele JOY is Feb 12th, 10-2.

Lesly Quintanilla Lopez, Center For Independent Living of the 
Keys”Director and Raymond Regades, CILK Board Member 

give Susan Anderson of Ukulele JOY a $500 donation for 
Just Older Youth, Inc. aka The JOY Center.
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Waterfront

Dining

   1  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

2  
Jade Storm 

5-9 

 

  
 

5-9 

3

4  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

5  
Carousers 

5-9 

 

6  
Dennis 
Holmes 

5-9 

7  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

 

8  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

9  
Brothers Of 

Others 
5-9 

 

10  

Abstract 
Radio 

5-9 
11  

Micah 
11-3 

Webb & 
Davidson 

5-9 

12  
Carousers 

5-9 

 

13  
Micah 

5-9 

14  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

15  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

16  
Ego Free 

5-9 

 

17  
John Ciulla 

11-3 
The Regs 

5-9 

18  
Micah 
11-3 

Webb & 
Davidson 

5-9 

19  
Carousers 

5-9 

 

20  
Dennis 
Holmes 

5-9 

21  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

22  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

23  
OVRHOL 

5-9 
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11-3 
Rearview 

Mirror 
5-9 

25  
Micah 
11-3 

Webb & 
Davidson 

5-9 

26  
Carousers 

5-9 

 

27  
Steve Venini 

5-9 

28  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 

 

29  
Webb & 

Davidson 
5-9 
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Michael Trixx  
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Dennis 
Holmes 

11-3 

Uncle Rico
  

Happy Hour 7 days • 4-6pm 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.

Open for Breakfast,
Lunch & Dinner 

7am-10pmThe Rockin' Magic of MICHAEL TRIXX 
Most MONDAYS • WEDNESDAYS • FRIDAYS at Sunset

This Month’s Live Entertainment and Events at the Lorelei

LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692

We have 32 world-renowned 
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

IslamoradaIslamorada

MM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the Mermaid

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts


