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After following a tarpon through the concrete arch of the former Florida East Coast Railway Extension at Channel 
5 in Islamorada and fighting it as it leapt, the fish was landed with this photo catching the action. For more details, 
read Carol Ellis’ article on pages 4 &5 inside. Photo by Carol Ellis.
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for great advertising coverage 
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WE DELIVER MM 98 - MM 110
 SUNDAY–THURSDAY 11AM-9PM • FRIDAY–SATURDAY 11AM-10PM

Call 305-453-9066 or order online: jjsbigchill.com

IT’S HERE!

JJs Big Chill and Enrico’s Pizza Key Largo

DELIVERY

NEW YORK STYLE PIZZANEW YORK STYLE PIZZA

JIM
M

Y JOHNSON’S BIG CHILL • KEY LARGO, F
L

Pilot House Restaurant & Marina ● 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 ● info@pilothousemarina.com ● https://www.pilothousemarina.com

 Fish Dip                  Grouper Sandwich               P&E Shrimp          Stuffed Avocado Tuna Nachos                 Kung Pao Bowl      

WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

12 Beers
O N  T A P
Full Wine
SELECTION

Locals DayLocals Day
Wednesday

Feed the fish!
  KID & PET FRIENDLY! 

MM 99.6
Oceanside

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
  HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm
  LIVE MUSIC - Friday 5:30-8:30, Saturday 5-9
  LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday 

It’s Back!
Sunday Brunch

11 AM to 2 PM
Complimentary Glass of  Champagne, 

Mimosa or Bloody Mary with each Entrée

Does your group need an
air conditioned place for lunch or dinner?

Call us! We can acc�modate
groups of up to 75 people!

for your discount and rewards SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

Online Registration Opens July 15!
Angler Fees include all socials for Fri. & Sun.
• $150 Adult & Pro Anglers 
   (Adult Artificial Lure Subdivision)
• $75 for Junior Anglers (13 -17)
• $30 for Kid Anglers (12 + under)

Bene�ts 
Take Stock 
in Children and 
other local scholarships

www.KeyLargoRotary.com
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Tarpon... CONTINUED   Photos by Carol Ellis. except as noted.

CAROL ELLIS has lived in 

South Florida  her entire life 

and Key Largo for 37 years.

Currently a Master Gardener 

volunteer, Carol has a 

degree in Journalism from 

the University of Florida and 

is the resident photographer 

/artist at Ocean Reef Club.

Some may think it odd that 
I live in the Keys, the 
fishing capital of the world 
and I don't fish. It‛s not 
that I don't like the water. 
I love photographing its 
varying shades of blue and 
aqua.
I came to the Keys in the 
mid-1980s in a round-about 
way.  I actually left my 
hometown of Ft. Lauderdale 
in 1979 aboard a yacht, and 
spent nearly five years, 
logging more than 47,000 
miles by sea, including seven 
trans-Atlantics, as crew 
aboard the schooner 
“America.”  Upon my return 
home, I had tamed my 
adventurous spirit, and 
satisfied a lifetime of 
“been-there-done-thats” 
and also noticed the Ft. 
Lauderdale of my youth had 
vanished, as high-rise 
buildings were popping up in 
the once-small town. 
Imagine what it would have 
cost to have chartered a 
yacht, and spent years living 
in exotic destinations?  Yet 
we live in one of those 

An environmentalist in a 
time before sustainable 
fishing was even invented, 
Isaac Walton (1593 to 1683) 
in “The Compleat Angler” 
wrote:  “The Earth is a solid, 
settled Element; an element 
most universally beneficial 
both to man and beast:  to 
men who have their several 
recreations upon it; as 
Horseraces, Hunting, sweet 
smells, pleasant walks:  the 
Earth feeds man, and all 
those several beasts that 
both feed him, and afford 
him recreation.”
That quote was my 
inspiration: Can we still in 
the 21st century have a 
battle with a powerful beast 
within sight of the trappings 

Landing a tarpon in view of US1... closer 
to the boat, the tarpon leapt out of the 
water in front of me.

“The requisites to success in tarpon-fishing are a favorable  locality, 
hot weather, warm water, infinite patience, plenty of  endurance, 
coolness, skill, a good guide, carefully selected tacke, and a 
knowledge of how to use it.                 
                               —“Tarpon Days,” Harper’s Weekly, June 26, 1897

special places called the 
Keys, where tourism and 
fishing have been the 
backbone of the economy 
for decades. Here we have 
hot weather, warm water, 
and skilled fishing guides 
for those willing to spend a 

lot of money to fulfill an 
item on their “bucket” list, 
to experience the rush of 
stalking and hooking a 
tarpon.  The “Silver King” 
tarpon was the first major 
game fish sought in Florida 
waters. 

A pioneer in the sport of 
fishing, Stu Apte, age 94, 
still lives in Tavernier with 
his wife Jeanine.  After 
serving from 1955-1958 as 
a Navy fighter pilot during 
the Korean War, he became 
a pilot for Pan Am, most 
importantly because their 
routes included the places 
he wanted to fish. Stu holds 
many records for fish, but 
his largest record on fly 
was for tarpon, a record he 
achieved twice on one day 
(May 28, 1982) fishing in 
Homosassa Springs; he 
broke the record in the 
morning with a 162-3/4 lb. 
tarpon, only to break his 
own record in the afternoon 
with one that weighed 164 
lb. on 12 lb. tippet.
When he wasn‛t fishing, Stu 
was photographing and 
writing, or guiding other 
anglers to world records.  
In 1962 his angler Kay 
Brodney landed a 137.6 lb. 
tarpon on a 12-pound tippet, 
at Coupon Bight, Big Pine 
Key. She was fishing 
alongside a half dozen 

others, with baseball great 
Ted Williams among the 
boaters present. “It was 
fantastic to have her tie 
into that fish in front of all 
of those people,” Stu 
recalls. Now known as 
Coupon Bight Aquatic 
Preserve, it is a 5,400-acre 
protected area located 
south of Big Pine Key in the 
Lower Keys.

of mankind? I wanted a 
photo of a jumping tarpon on 
an anglers line with a 
traffic-filled US-1 in the 
background for the America 
24/7 (Day in a life of 
America) book project.  I 
arranged for two guides, one 
as my photo “chase” boat 
and the second with 
long-time fishing guide Capt. 
Ron Wagner and two British 
anglers Pip and Ashley.  My 
heart sunk when Capt. Ron 
said they‛d been out all week 
and hadn‛t hooked a tarpon. 
Undeterred, we approached 
the Channel 5 area where 
Capt. Ron put a small crab on 
the hook, cast it and within 
moments a tarpon grabbed 
it, leapt high into the air 
and the battle had begun.

I have heard stories of 
anglers while fishing at 
Channel 5 Bridge, would 
hook a tarpon, it would head 
through the bridge to the 
ocean and turn around and 
go back again. You have to 
follow the fish. In heavy 
current it is easy for them 
to breathe; they have more 
oxygen and it gives the fish 
more stamina to fight 
harder.  On this day this 
tarpon headed that way, in 
heavy current toward the 
bridge. The experienced 
Capt. Ron maneuvered the 
fish, line, and the boat 
through the concrete 
arches of the Channel 5 
bridge and through to the 
ocean side.  

My camera captured many 
different views, but always 
in mind was the shot I 
wanted… a tarpon battle 
with a background of US1.   
As the sun got lower and 
the fish more tired, the 
angler Ashley brought it 
closer to the boat and it 

This photo of hooking a tarpon was started out as a challenge 
and a dream, that actually came true.  

Following the fish through the concrete arch of the former Florida 
East Coast Railway Extension.

leapt out of the water in 
front of me. The shot made 
the book Florida 24/7.
So I guess I DO fish after 
all, sustainably, with my 
camera and lens, 
I RELEASE the shutter to 
capture a moment.

Some may think it odd that 
I live in the Keys, the 
fishing capital of the world 
and I don't fish. It‛s not 
that I don't like the water. 
I love photographing its 
varying shades of blue and 
aqua.
I came to the Keys in the 
mid-1980s in a round-about 
way.  I actually left my 
hometown of Ft. Lauderdale 
in 1979 aboard a yacht, and 
spent nearly five years, 
logging more than 47,000 
miles by sea, including seven 
trans-Atlantics, as crew 
aboard the schooner 
“America.”  Upon my return 
home, I had tamed my 
adventurous spirit, and 
satisfied a lifetime of 
“been-there-done-thats” 
and also noticed the Ft. 
Lauderdale of my youth had 
vanished, as high-rise 
buildings were popping up in 
the once-small town. 
Imagine what it would have 
cost to have chartered a 
yacht, and spent years living 
in exotic destinations?  Yet 
we live in one of those 

An environmentalist in a 
time before sustainable 
fishing was even invented, 
Isaac Walton (1593 to 1683) 
in “The Compleat Angler” 
wrote:  “The Earth is a solid, 
settled Element; an element 
most universally beneficial 
both to man and beast:  to 
men who have their several 
recreations upon it; as 
Horseraces, Hunting, sweet 
smells, pleasant walks:  the 
Earth feeds man, and all 
those several beasts that 
both feed him, and afford 
him recreation.”
That quote was my 
inspiration: Can we still in 
the 21st century have a 
battle with a powerful beast 
within sight of the trappings 

In 1962 Kay Brodney record 137.6 
lb. tarpon on a 12-pound tippet in 
the Florida Keys with legendary 
fishing guide Stu Apte.

Though fishing for the “Silver King” 
was generally a sport reserved for 
men, that didn’t dissuade Shultz 
Heitman with her 185 lb tarpon 
catch circa 1900. (Credit: 
Archives State of Florida)

Closeup shot of tarpon trolling for handouts at Robbie’s.

special places called the 
Keys, where tourism and 
fishing have been the 
backbone of the economy 
for decades. Here we have 
hot weather, warm water, 
and skilled fishing guides 
for those willing to spend a 

lot of money to fulfill an 
item on their “bucket” list, 
to experience the rush of 
stalking and hooking a 
tarpon.  The “Silver King” 
tarpon was the first major 
game fish sought in Florida 
waters. 

A pioneer in the sport of 
fishing, Stu Apte, age 94, 
still lives in Tavernier with 
his wife Jeanine.  After 
serving from 1955-1958 as 
a Navy fighter pilot during 
the Korean War, he became 
a pilot for Pan Am, most 
importantly because their 
routes included the places 
he wanted to fish. Stu holds 
many records for fish, but 
his largest record on fly 
was for tarpon, a record he 
achieved twice on one day 
(May 28, 1982) fishing in 
Homosassa Springs; he 
broke the record in the 
morning with a 162-3/4 lb. 
tarpon, only to break his 
own record in the afternoon 
with one that weighed 164 
lb. on 12 lb. tippet.
When he wasn‛t fishing, Stu 
was photographing and 
writing, or guiding other 
anglers to world records.  
In 1962 his angler Kay 
Brodney landed a 137.6 lb. 
tarpon on a 12-pound tippet, 
at Coupon Bight, Big Pine 
Key. She was fishing 
alongside a half dozen 

Critters in Our Midst:  Tarpon    by Carol Ellis

others, with baseball great 
Ted Williams among the 
boaters present. “It was 
fantastic to have her tie 
into that fish in front of all 
of those people,” Stu 
recalls. Now known as 
Coupon Bight Aquatic 
Preserve, it is a 5,400-acre 
protected area located 
south of Big Pine Key in the 
Lower Keys.

of mankind? I wanted a 
photo of a jumping tarpon on 
an anglers line with a 
traffic-filled US-1 in the 
background for the America 
24/7 (Day in a life of 
America) book project.  I 
arranged for two guides, one 
as my photo “chase” boat 
and the second with 
long-time fishing guide Capt. 
Ron Wagner and two British 
anglers Pip and Ashley.  My 
heart sunk when Capt. Ron 
said they‛d been out all week 
and hadn‛t hooked a tarpon. 
Undeterred, we approached 
the Channel 5 area where 
Capt. Ron put a small crab on 
the hook, cast it and within 
moments a tarpon grabbed 
it, leapt high into the air 
and the battle had begun.

I have heard stories of 
anglers while fishing at 
Channel 5 Bridge, would 
hook a tarpon, it would head 
through the bridge to the 
ocean and turn around and 
go back again. You have to 
follow the fish. In heavy 
current it is easy for them 
to breathe; they have more 
oxygen and it gives the fish 
more stamina to fight 
harder.  On this day this 
tarpon headed that way, in 
heavy current toward the 
bridge. The experienced 
Capt. Ron maneuvered the 
fish, line, and the boat 
through the concrete 
arches of the Channel 5 
bridge and through to the 
ocean side.  

My camera captured many 
different views, but always 
in mind was the shot I 
wanted… a tarpon battle 
with a background of US1.   
As the sun got lower and 
the fish more tired, the 
angler Ashley brought it 
closer to the boat and it 

leapt out of the water in 
front of me. The shot made 
the book Florida 24/7.
So I guess I DO fish after 
all, sustainably, with my 
camera and lens, 
I RELEASE the shutter to 
capture a moment.
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American Legion Post 333 - Key Largo

Open 7 Days a Week, Noon ’til 10pm

Come in for $2.00 Busch Light from 12-3 p.m. Happy hour daily 3-6 p.m.

Karaoke with "Bullfrog King" Mike Kane, Monday at 7 p.m.
Thursday Night Jam from 6 to 10pm. Food served 6-9 pm.

We have wheelchairs, walkers, and other medical supplies available for our Veterans.

Stop by and see Aimee!
Monday-Friday 12pm to 5 pm.

Monday-Friday 12pm to 5 pm.

WELCOME BACK

DRINK SPECIALS
4-6 pm EVERY DAY

$2 PBR
LOCALS’ FAVORITE    305-453-3153    45 Garden Cove Drive    MM 106

OPEN 11:00 AM to 9:00 PM EVERY DAY

FOOD SPECIALS
MON-THURS 4-6pm

$10 WINGS FOR $10!!

J�n us for HAPPY HOUR 
Happy Hour Happy Hour 

$5 OFF ANY SERVICE
Excluding Notary & Fingerprinting 

101425 Overseas Hwy
TRADEWINDS PLAZA
Key Largo, FL  33037

305.453.4877
fax:  305.453.4878
store4181@theupsstore.com

OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday-Friday 7:30am–6pm • Saturday 9am–2:30pm 

UPS, USPS, Shipping & Stamps
Personal & Business Mailbox Rental
Amazon & “Happy Returns” 
   Dropoff Center
Wide Format Printing & Copying
Notary & Fingerprinting
   by appt. only M-F 10am-4pm

A ��een-year old boy was at the center of a Monroe County court-
room drama recently when he challenged a court ruling over who 
should have custody of him. �e boy has a history of being beaten by 
his parents and the judge initially awarded custody to his aunt, in 
keeping with child custody law and regulation requiring that family 
unity be maintained to the highest degree possible. �e boy surprised 
the court when he proclaimed that his aunt beat him more than his 
parents and he adamantly refused to live with her. When the judge 
then suggested that he live with his grandparents, the boy cried and 
said that they also beat him.

A�er considering the remainder of the immediate family and learning 
that domestic violence was apparently a way of life among them, the 
judge took the unprecedented step of allowing the boy to propose who 
should have custody of him. A�er two recesses to check legal refer-
ences and confer with the child welfare o�cials, the judge granted 
temporary custody to the Panthers, whom the boy �rmly believes are 
not capable of beating anyone.

In the News:

Ladies, Let‛s Go Fishing 
(LLGF) was named in the Top 
Ten Businesses of the Year in 
Davie, FL by Alignable, the 
business networking platform. 
300,000 votes were cast.

Ladies, Let‛s Go Fishing 
conducts multiple events in 
various regions of Florida for 
women to learn, practice skills 

and experience a fishing trip 
on charter boats or on land 
for land-based events. The 
series encompasses offshore, 
inshore, beach and bass fish-
ing. Keys events in Islamorada 
include a casual tournament 
with prizes. The mission of 
the organization is to enable 
the underserved market of 

women to enter the sport of 
fishing. 
Comments from Alignable:

"Because fishing ain‛t just 
for guys!"

"Great way to meet other 
ladies who like to fish! Destina-
tion fishing trips! Keys semi-
nars my favorite! Caught the 
most fish, biggest fish, and 
caught & released a sailfish!"

Nine thousand women 
from almost all of the US 
states and other countries 
have graduated. LLGF also 
conducts virtual meetings and 
fundraisers.          

“Fishing unites all ages and 
backgrounds with participants 
ranging from teens to seniors 
as well as a variety of ethnic 
origins,” commented LLGF 
Founder Betty Bauman.

Featured on national 
network television and more, 
the series is supported by 

Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing Named in Top Ten Businesses by Alignable

Betty Bauman, Founder of
Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing

major partners,supporters 
and other contributors, listed 
on the website.

Participants must register 
in advance for all events online  
at ladiesletsgofishing.com. 

See page 15 for 2024 
remaining LLGF events, with 
optional or included fishing, 
and contact information for 
LLGF. Virtual Meetings and 
more events are in the works.
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A nationally chartered 
high school club was counting 
the money they had raised to 
pay for the paint the boys 
were supposed to use to 
beautify the school by touch-
ing up the railings and such 
around the campus. That's 
what the adults in charge 
were told anyway.

The club‛s big fund raiser 
every year was selling Hal-
loween insurance. The policy 
protected the buyer from 
the trick part of, “Trick or 
Treat.” For instance, if a 
protected house got rolled 
by toilet paper wielding 
pranksters, the members of 
the club would clean it up.

The cross town rival high 
school also had a club selling 
“roll” insurance. It sold itself 
really, because in our little 
town rolling houses was done 
every Halloween by the high 
spirited kids. It was a pro-
tection racket. Pay up or we 
rolled your house with toilet 
paper, burned your yard by 
cutting donuts in the lawn 
with a truck on off-road 
tires and either smashed 
your mailbox with a baseball 
bat or ran it over as we made 
our getaway.

The clubs from the 
opposing high schools would 
split into teams, one team to 
protect the neighborhoods 
where the policies were sold, 
and the other team to go roll 
the houses covered by our 
counterparts from the rival 
high school as well as a few 
houses in our own territory 
to serve as an example to 
those who didn't buy our 
insurance. Needless to say it 
was a moneymaking enter-
prise for the clubs.

The club would then 
throw a big party for them-
selves using the proceeds 
from our harmless community 
extortion. This particular 

from all the lights as the 
mushrooms really kicked in. 
After zipping around the 
little lagoon the shroomers 
wound up on Tom Sawyer‛s 
Island exploring the caves 
while security was busy 
wrangling the drunkards up in 
the waterpark.

Being on shrooms it was 
easy for the kids to see in 
the dark and by the time the 
security guards showed up, 
they could only hear the 
echoes of the silliness as the 
boys laughed their way 
through the caves unaware of 
their pursuers.

The boys sparked up a 
joint in the cave and thought 
they heard voices. “Ahh, 
you're just being paranoid,” 
said one of them. “No, for 
real, man.”

“Shush. Listen.”
The shuffling footsteps 

and jingling of a ring of keys 
were getting closer. The 
flicker of a flashlight on the 
wall. The light darted around 
as if someone were lost or 
looking for something.

One of the kids let out a 
low, ghost like moan. The 
footsteps stopped, the flash-
light beam jerked around 
suddenly and with a metal 
dropped on the cement 
racket reverberating 
throughout the cave, the 
light went out. Then the 
noises of somebody running...

“OOFF!” it sounded like 
someone had been punched in 
the gut. The scared officer 
had run into one of the crotch 
level, faux stalagmites in his 
panic to escape the dark, 
scary cave after dropping his 
brain beater flashlight.

It's easy to get lost in 
those caves especially at 
night. Unless you're on hallu-
cinogenics and your pupils are 
the same size as your eyes…

It wasn‛t long before he 
returned with reinforce-
ments. They would make 
sweep after sweep, searching 
for the trespassers whom 
they could hear but couldn‛t 
locate. After the security 
guys passed by the kids' 
location, the kids would 
scramble to another one.

Again, the security people 
could hear the commotion but 
couldn't see anything in the 
dark cave even with their 
powerful, 5000 candle power 
flashlights. They would holler 
out warnings to give up, 
"We've got you surrounded. 

There is no way out," and 
then listen to see if they 
could locate us.

They passed by yet again, 
but this time one of the boys 
cut a loud, wet ripper of a 
fart. “Ah man! I think I drew 
mud,” echoed through the 
cave sending everybody into 
hysterical laughter. Even the 
pissed off security guards 
were laughing at that one.

Did you know there is an 
underground part to Disney 
World called the Utilidor? 
Just like their engineers are 
called Imagineers, hence a 
Utilidor is a utility corridor… 
You‛ll find out if you ever get 
arrested by the Disney 
police. Technically it's not 
underground, it's the first 
floor. Disney is just built on 
top of it because you can't 
have a basement in Florida 
because of the water table.

The lights came on in the 
cave and two squads of 
armed officers entered the 
tunnels at opposite ends and 
tried to trap our fun seekers.

The boys were able to out 
maneuver the bumbling pur-
suers and escaped the cave 
with security lagging woefully 
behind. The youthful trippers 
easily out ran the overweight 
staff as they huffed and 
puffed their breathless 
commands to, “FREEZE! Right 
now goddamn it! Come back 

Luke Sommer 
Glenn is a 
local 
entertainer 
and Conch 
Character. 

www.lukesommerglenn.com 
For more info:

year it was a keg party at 
Fort Wilderness, the Disney 
World campground.

The club had two types 
of partiers; the drinkers and 
the more adventurous types.

On this particular excur-
sion the partiers invaded the 
River Country waterpark in 
the middle of the night and 
had fun wreaking havoc and 
setting off alarms. The 
drinkers were content to 
play in the park, helping 
themselves to the inner 
tubes to float down the 
rapids. They were easily 
apprehended by the Disney 
authorities.

The more adventurous 
types, who were tripping on 
Space Coast mushrooms, 
found the little, two-seater 
rental boats fueled and ready 
to go for the upcoming morn-
ings tourists. It only took one 
pull to start the little two 
stroke engines. Disney really 
kept their machines in good 
working order.

Doing tight, fast circles 
really enhanced the tracers 

here you little &%$#ers!”
The boys made faces at 

the Disney SWAT team as 
they zipped by in the little 
motorboats making their 
escape from the island. The 
sweat glistened off the 
faces of the tired men with 
their hands on their hips, 
sucking for air as they 
watched their quarry disap-
pear into the night.

By the time the boys 
returned the rental boats to 
where they found them, the 
other fellas had been 
rounded up. The Disney cops 
were waiting, hiding, staking 
out the kid‛s campsite. When 
the trippers returned, the 
less than amused officers 
sprang into action and took 
the boys to their lair under 
the Magic Kingdom.

Mug shots were taken, 
trespass orders handed out, 
parents or guardians were 
called as well as the principal 
of the school along with the 
club‛s teacher sponsor who 
was supposed to have been 
chaperoning the club spon-
sored event. He probably 
didn't get his bonus for the 
extra babysitting duties of a 
school club sponsor.

The drinking age was 18 
so they didn't make too big 
of a deal over the keg back 
then. They were way more 
concerned about the mari-

juana that had long been 
smoked. The age-old lecture 
about the future, permanent 
records and the importance 
of college went in one ear 
and out the other as usual.

The school administra-
tors were smart enough not 
to suspend us because they 
knew most of us would just 
go to the beach anyway. We 
ended up painting the railings 
and such during in-school 
suspension. There were a few 
guys that took life too seri-
ously and believed in the 
whole educational collegiate 
system way of doing things. 
Those guys always wasted 
time being worried for noth-
ing.

They still got to go to 
college and most of them are 
still condemned to spend 
their lives working until they 
die. For me the whole point 
to life is to just enjoy every 
opportunity to have fun. 
There's plenty of time for 
unwanted, uninvited misery 
but never enough time for 
fun seeking on this planet. 
Like mom always said, "If you 
can't have fun, don't go!"

A nationally chartered 
high school club was counting 
the money they had raised to 
pay for the paint the boys 
were supposed to use to 
beautify the school by touch-
ing up the railings and such 
around the campus. That's 
what the adults in charge 
were told anyway.

The club‛s big fund raiser 
every year was selling Hal-
loween insurance. The policy 
protected the buyer from 
the trick part of, “Trick or 
Treat.” For instance, if a 
protected house got rolled 
by toilet paper wielding 
pranksters, the members of 
the club would clean it up.

The cross town rival high 
school also had a club selling 
“roll” insurance. It sold itself 
really, because in our little 
town rolling houses was done 
every Halloween by the high 
spirited kids. It was a pro-
tection racket. Pay up or we 
rolled your house with toilet 
paper, burned your yard by 
cutting donuts in the lawn 
with a truck on off-road 
tires and either smashed 
your mailbox with a baseball 
bat or ran it over as we made 
our getaway.

The clubs from the 
opposing high schools would 
split into teams, one team to 
protect the neighborhoods 
where the policies were sold, 
and the other team to go roll 
the houses covered by our 
counterparts from the rival 
high school as well as a few 
houses in our own territory 
to serve as an example to 
those who didn't buy our 
insurance. Needless to say it 
was a moneymaking enter-
prise for the clubs.

The club would then 
throw a big party for them-
selves using the proceeds 
from our harmless community 
extortion. This particular 

from all the lights as the 
mushrooms really kicked in. 
After zipping around the 
little lagoon the shroomers 
wound up on Tom Sawyer‛s 
Island exploring the caves 
while security was busy 
wrangling the drunkards up in 
the waterpark.

Being on shrooms it was 
easy for the kids to see in 
the dark and by the time the 
security guards showed up, 
they could only hear the 
echoes of the silliness as the 
boys laughed their way 
through the caves unaware of 
their pursuers.

The boys sparked up a 
joint in the cave and thought 
they heard voices. “Ahh, 
you're just being paranoid,” 
said one of them. “No, for 
real, man.”

“Shush. Listen.”
The shuffling footsteps 

and jingling of a ring of keys 
were getting closer. The 
flicker of a flashlight on the 
wall. The light darted around 
as if someone were lost or 
looking for something.

One of the kids let out a 
low, ghost like moan. The 
footsteps stopped, the flash-
light beam jerked around 
suddenly and with a metal 
dropped on the cement 
racket reverberating 
throughout the cave, the 
light went out. Then the 
noises of somebody running...

“OOFF!” it sounded like 
someone had been punched in 
the gut. The scared officer 
had run into one of the crotch 
level, faux stalagmites in his 
panic to escape the dark, 
scary cave after dropping his 
brain beater flashlight.

It's easy to get lost in 
those caves especially at 
night. Unless you're on hallu-
cinogenics and your pupils are 
the same size as your eyes…

It wasn‛t long before he 
returned with reinforce-
ments. They would make 
sweep after sweep, searching 
for the trespassers whom 
they could hear but couldn‛t 
locate. After the security 
guys passed by the kids' 
location, the kids would 
scramble to another one.

Again, the security people 
could hear the commotion but 
couldn't see anything in the 
dark cave even with their 
powerful, 5000 candle power 
flashlights. They would holler 
out warnings to give up, 
"We've got you surrounded. 

There is no way out," and 
then listen to see if they 
could locate us.

They passed by yet again, 
but this time one of the boys 
cut a loud, wet ripper of a 
fart. “Ah man! I think I drew 
mud,” echoed through the 
cave sending everybody into 
hysterical laughter. Even the 
pissed off security guards 
were laughing at that one.

Did you know there is an 
underground part to Disney 
World called the Utilidor? 
Just like their engineers are 
called Imagineers, hence a 
Utilidor is a utility corridor… 
You‛ll find out if you ever get 
arrested by the Disney 
police. Technically it's not 
underground, it's the first 
floor. Disney is just built on 
top of it because you can't 
have a basement in Florida 
because of the water table.

The lights came on in the 
cave and two squads of 
armed officers entered the 
tunnels at opposite ends and 
tried to trap our fun seekers.

The boys were able to out 
maneuver the bumbling pur-
suers and escaped the cave 
with security lagging woefully 
behind. The youthful trippers 
easily out ran the overweight 
staff as they huffed and 
puffed their breathless 
commands to, “FREEZE! Right 
now goddamn it! Come back 

A Trip to Cinderella's Dungeon –– 
A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn

year it was a keg party at 
Fort Wilderness, the Disney 
World campground.

The club had two types 
of partiers; the drinkers and 
the more adventurous types.

On this particular excur-
sion the partiers invaded the 
River Country waterpark in 
the middle of the night and 
had fun wreaking havoc and 
setting off alarms. The 
drinkers were content to 
play in the park, helping 
themselves to the inner 
tubes to float down the 
rapids. They were easily 
apprehended by the Disney 
authorities.

The more adventurous 
types, who were tripping on 
Space Coast mushrooms, 
found the little, two-seater 
rental boats fueled and ready 
to go for the upcoming morn-
ings tourists. It only took one 
pull to start the little two 
stroke engines. Disney really 
kept their machines in good 
working order.

Doing tight, fast circles 
really enhanced the tracers 

here you little &%$#ers!”
The boys made faces at 

the Disney SWAT team as 
they zipped by in the little 
motorboats making their 
escape from the island. The 
sweat glistened off the 
faces of the tired men with 
their hands on their hips, 
sucking for air as they 
watched their quarry disap-
pear into the night.

By the time the boys 
returned the rental boats to 
where they found them, the 
other fellas had been 
rounded up. The Disney cops 
were waiting, hiding, staking 
out the kid‛s campsite. When 
the trippers returned, the 
less than amused officers 
sprang into action and took 
the boys to their lair under 
the Magic Kingdom.

Mug shots were taken, 
trespass orders handed out, 
parents or guardians were 
called as well as the principal 
of the school along with the 
club‛s teacher sponsor who 
was supposed to have been 
chaperoning the club spon-
sored event. He probably 
didn't get his bonus for the 
extra babysitting duties of a 
school club sponsor.

The drinking age was 18 
so they didn't make too big 
of a deal over the keg back 
then. They were way more 
concerned about the mari-

juana that had long been 
smoked. The age-old lecture 
about the future, permanent 
records and the importance 
of college went in one ear 
and out the other as usual.

The school administra-
tors were smart enough not 
to suspend us because they 
knew most of us would just 
go to the beach anyway. We 
ended up painting the railings 
and such during in-school 
suspension. There were a few 
guys that took life too seri-
ously and believed in the 
whole educational collegiate 
system way of doing things. 
Those guys always wasted 
time being worried for noth-
ing.

They still got to go to 
college and most of them are 
still condemned to spend 
their lives working until they 
die. For me the whole point 
to life is to just enjoy every 
opportunity to have fun. 
There's plenty of time for 
unwanted, uninvited misery 
but never enough time for 
fun seeking on this planet. 
Like mom always said, "If you 
can't have fun, don't go!"

Support
Your Local

Hooker
That would be your 

fishing buddy...

Free spay and neuter clinics 
at Key Largo Animal Shelter, 
normally every 2 weeks. 

This program is privately funded
by Humane Animal Care Coalition
for Upper Keys residents. 

Please call the shelter for
details and appointments. 

Mile marker 106 Oceanside •  phone 305-451-0088 

Open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm and Saturday 9am to 5pm 

Please help "�x" pet overpopulation
 by spaying and neutering your pets.
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PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS
 ReefHouse  Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-9881
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

98880 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE, KEY LARGO

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE

Selling the Keys since 1982

 janewasmund@bellsouth.net 
keylargowendy1@bellsouth.net

Jane Wasmund
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-451-7704
CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 

Wendy Ives
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-394-1376
GRI

Thinking of Selling?Thinking of Selling?
Inventory is low.
What to know what
your home is worth?
Call us today!

A Jack Daniels
Fishing Story
I went fishing this morn-

ing, but after a short time I 
ran out of worms.

Then I saw a cottonmouth 
with a frog in its mouth.

Frogs are good bass bait.
Knowing the snake couldn't bite me with the frog in its 

mouth, I grabbed it right behind the head, took the frog, 
and put it in my bait bucket.

Now the dilemma was how to release the snake without 
getting bit. So, I grabbed my bottle of Jack 
Daniels and poured a little whiskey in its 
mouth. Its eyes rolled back, and it went limp.

I released the snake into the lake with-
out incident and carried on fishing, using the 
frog.

Not long after, I felt a nudge on my foot. 
It was that damn snake... with two more 
frogs.

Life is good.

1. In the company of females, intercourse should be called: 
 A. Lovemaking 
 B.  Screwing
 C. Taking the pigskin rocket to tuna-town
 2. You should make love to a woman for the �rst time only 

a�er you've both shared:
 A. Your views about what you expect from a relationship
 B. Your blood-test results
 C. Five tequila slammers
3. You time your orgasm so that:
 A. Your partner climaxes �rst
 B. You climax simultaneously 
 C. You don’t miss ESPN Sports Center
4.  Passionate, spontaneous sex on the kitchen �oor is:
 A. Healthy, creative love-play
 B. Not the sort of thing your wife would agree to 
 C. Not the sort of thing your wife needs to know about
5. Spending the whole night cuddling a�er sex is:
 A. Best part of the experience
 B. �e second best part of the experience
 C. $100 extra
If you answered "A" more than 7 times, 
check your pants to make sure you really ARE a man. 
If you answered "B" more than 7 times, check into therapy. 
If you answered "C" more than 7 times, "YOU DA MAN!

6.  Your wife/girlfriend says she's gained �ve pounds in the last 
month. You tell her that it is:

 A. Of no in�uence on your a�ectionate feelings for her 
 B. Not a problem; she can join your gym
 C. A conservative estimate
7.  You think today's sensitive, caring man is:
 A. A myth
 B. An oxymoron
 C. A moron
8.  Foreplay is to sex as:
 A. An appetizer is to an entree
 B. Primer is to paint
 C. A long line is to an amusement park ride
9. Which of the following are you most likely to �nd              

yourself saying at the end of a relationship?
 A. “Can we still be friends?” 
 B. “I’m not available right now, please leave a message at 

the tone.” 
 C. “Welcome to Dumpsville. Population, YOU.”
10.  A woman who’s uncomfortable watching you masturbate:
 A. Probably needs a little more time before she can cope 

with that sort of intimacy
 B.  Is uptight and a waste of time
 C. Shouldn't have sat next to you on the bus in the �rst place

Male Sensitivity Self-Assessment Test

Did you guess? Written by a man and sent in by another one!
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mile marker 98.8 in the median

Sundays 6pm 
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Mondays 6pm
Bingo

Tuesdays 6pm
“Show Me the Moosebucks”

Wednesdays 7pm
Live Music & Queen of Hearts

Thursdays 8pm
Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

Fridays 7pm
"Left, Right, Center" at the main bar. 

WEEKLY EVENTS

Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

Members & Guests 
Welcome

Hours 11am - 11pm

Join Us!

We are a non-smoking facility

Follow us on Facebook:
Key Largo One Moose Lodge

Open Jam / Mic
EVERY TUESDAY &
SUNDAY AT 8 PM

NEW YORK STYLE PIZZERIA

NEW YORK STYLE PIZZERIA

M
M 88.8 • ISLAMORADA, FLORIDA K

E
Y

S

“So Good It’ll Make Your Tongue Slap Your Brain”

TAKE OUT • DELIVERYTAKE OUT • DELIVERY
New York Style Pizzeria

    Our second Florida Keys location
MM 88.8 Bayside, Isla. • 305-852-2200

PIZZA • ITALIAN SPECIALTIES • GREAT FOOD

We’re Back! UNDER ORIGINAL AND NEW MANAGEMENT!

Inside & outdoor seatingInside & outdoor seating

NEW YORK STYLE PIZZERIA

NEW YORK STYLE PIZZERIA

M
M 88.8 • ISLAMORADA, FLORIDA K

E
Y

S

“So Good It’ll Make Your Tongue Slap Your Brain”

TAKE OUT • DELIVERYTAKE OUT • DELIVERY
New York Style Pizzeria

    Our second Florida Keys location
MM 88.8 Bayside, Isla. • 305-852-2200

PIZZA • ITALIAN SPECIALTIES • GREAT FOOD

We’re Back! UNDER ORIGINAL AND NEW MANAGEMENT!

Inside & outdoor seatingInside & outdoor seating

New!New!

Just $60 a year and it will include inserts 
from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along 
with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper 
every month without having to go and find it.

PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo 
FL 33037. Don‛t forget to include your mailing address!

COLORFUL

WE  LIKE COLORFUL!

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages 
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser, 
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad 

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837

www.�oridakeyselks1872.com

Monday: Line Dancing Lessons  5 pm ($5 cost)
 Show Me the Money — Fun card game!   6:30 pm

Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts
Fun Starts at 6 pm • Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm

Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays!
Check out our Facebook page for details.

Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm

MM 92.6 Bayside • Tavernier • 305-852-1872

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!
(Members and Their Guests are Welcome) 

Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion.
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 • fkelks1872@gmail.com
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Throughout our lives, most 
of us are led to believe 
that relaxation is best 
pursued outside of the 
home. As a result, we 
spend months anticipating 
weeklong vacations, seldom 
fully appreciating the 
leisure time we are blessed 
with on a more regular 
basis. It is possible, how-
ever, to experience the 
same utterly relaxed state 
you slip into while on holi-
day within the walls of 
your home. The feelings of 
serenity you enjoy during a 
vacation are a product of 
your outlook rather than 
your locale. You give your-
self permission to enjoy 
yourself and unwind while 
on vacation. Granting your-
self the same privilege 
while at home allows you to 
experience complete relax-
ation, even when sur-
rounded by routine.
Our homes can be distract-
ing places as most survival 
tasks are addressed there. 
Reviving the tranquility you 
felt on holiday is as easy as 
creating an atmosphere 
that helps you relax. First, 
divest yourself of the 
notion that messes must be 

If you can't get away on a vacation,
turn your home into an instant vacation place.

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,
healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

cleaned up immediately 
and reaffirm that relax-
ation is as vital as physical 
nourishment. Then, set the 
mood. Music that reminds 
you of a beloved vacation 
destination can put you in 
a vacation mind-set. The 
exotic flavor of a tropical 
beverage or the spiciness 
of a favorite ethnic dish 
can transport you to a 
more restful mental space. 
Finally, put aside your 
projects and commit to 
doing only what you con-
sider truly pleasurable. 
Your responsibilities will 
wait as you put up your 
feet and revel in peaceful-
ness that comes from 
within.
If you find it difficult to 
ignore the temptation to 
simply fall back into your 
usual schedule, consider 
that relaxation should 
occupy a prominent place 
on your to-do list. You 
deserve to take “you time” 
and to care for yourself, 
even during life‛s busy 
periods. While you may not 
always be able to get away 
from it all, you can still 
nurture yourself and 
regain your peace of mind.

An Instant Vacation

Great Decisions 
An opportunity to learn about our world 

and share our views; a free program 

Key Largo Branch Library - Community Room 

2:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

Ask at the circulation desk for a copy of the month’s background 
article.   Each free event will include a video and guided discussion. 

Sponsored by 
Friends of the Key Largo Library

August 1: NATO’s Future
Since the Russian invasion of Ukraine in 2022, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) has come under increased scrutiny, not because NATO troops are involved in
the con�ict, but because of its role in relations between Russia and its neighbors. Will
expanding membership in NATO protect countries, or will it further provoke Russia?

September 5: Understanding Indonesia
Despite its large size, Indonesia remains virtually invisible to most Americans. But as
one of the world’s largest democracies, the world’s largest Muslim-majority nation, and
as an economic driver of ASEAN, why does it �y below the radar? What are current
issues in U.S.-Indonesian relations, and what role can the country play in Asia?

October 3: High Seas Treaty
Areas of the high seas beyond national jurisdiction are facing a degradation of
ecosystems due to climate change and the increase in shipping, over�shing, pollution,
and deep-sea mining. The recent High Seas Treaty, will attempt to address these issues.
How di�cult will it be to convince nations to participate?

November 7: Pandemic Preparedness
Looking back at the COVID-19 pandemic, how can we apply the lessons learned in
terms of domestic and international policies to future pandemics? Will countries
cooperate, and will a consensus emerge on how to manage global health challenges?

Key Largo Library is located in the Tradewinds Plaza at MM 101.4 Oceanside.

7 WAYS TO
START

MAKING
KINDNESS
THE NORM

IN YOUR
DAILY LIFE:
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MAKING
KINDNESS
THE NORM

IN YOUR
DAILY LIFE:

#WorldKindnessDay   randomactsofkindness.org

Send an uplifting text to a friend 
or family member.

Let that guy merge into traffic 
with a wave and a smile.

Include intentional moments of 
kindness, laughter and delight in 
your daily routine.

Go slightly outside of your 
comfort zone at least once a day 
to make someone smile.

Share a compliment with a 
co-worker or friend.

Reach out to a family member 
you haven't spoken to in awhile.

Treat someone to a cup of coffee 
(a friend, a stranger, or even 
yourself).

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

apart from typical fishing 
classes are the hands-on 
fishing activities taught by 
several guides for releasing, 
knot tying, dehooking, bait 
rigging, spin casting, cast 
netting and more until 4:30 
pm. A second networking 
party will be held afterwards. 

Featured on national 
network television and more, 
the series is supported by 
major partners, supporters 
and other contributors, which 
are listed on the website.

Online early registration 
rate is $125 per person. 
Regular entry is $145. VIP 
registration of $180 offers 
special gifts and discounts. A 
women with teens discount is 
offered. Reservations made 
far in advance are recom-
mended. The Elks Club is 
located at 92600 Overseas 
Hwy, Tavernier, FL 33070, 
MM 92 Bayside. Ladies may 
register a male guest or 
teens to include the family.

Lady Anglers to Learn, Tackle Fishing and win Fishing Fever
Tournament Prizes at Keys Oct. 18-20 Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing® 

Learn from the pros in 
Islamorada and Tavernierplus 
fishing, rigging, conservation 
and enjoy a fun Fishing Fever 
competition for beginners! 

Don‛t miss the "Ladies, 
Let's Go Fishing!®" Keys 
University and Fishing Fever 
Tournament, Oct. 18-20 in 
the Sport Fishing Capital of 
the World. Hosted by the 
nonprofit Ladies Let‛s Go 
Fishing Foundation, the “No-
Yelling School of Fishing” 
offers classroom presenta-
tions, two networking events, 
hands-on skill practice, 
optional charter boat fishing 
and the friendly Fishing 
Fever Tournament. Classes 
will be held at the waterfront 
Elks Lodge in Tavernier. No 
equipment or experience is 
necessary. 

Optional offshore or 
inshore charter fishing out of 
Islamorada  is offered on 
Friday and Sunday with prizes 
awarded for the tournament. 
Participants can also fish 
from their own boats. 

Activities launch Friday 
evening with a networking 
social and fundraiser 6:30 to 
8:30 pm. Saturday morning 
indoor presentations begin at 
9 am, covering Offshore, 
Inshore and Bottom Fishing, 
plus Fishing Basics and Con-
servation. Speakers include 
Captains Lee Lavery, Jeanne 
Towne, Rob Modys, pod-
caster, fishing book author 
and fishing guide and Betty 
Bauman. Setting this program 

Participants at Ladies, Let’s Go Fishing Keys with FWC officers.

Ladies with fish: Janet Steiner, Dede Shartran, Cindy Campbell,                    
St. Augustine, FL; Cristiane Carvalho, Pinecrest, FL and Katheryn 
Feanny, Ft. Lauderdale, FL on Big Dave.

Ladies with amberjack: Lori Love, St. Augustine, FL; Melody Tuschel, 
Big Pine Key, FL; Felicia Alexander, Coral Springs, FL; Desaray Norris, 
Naples, FL and Shelley Hughes, North Ft. Myers, FL on Sea Horse.

Remaining 2024 events: 

Sept. 20-21, 2024
Guy Harvey Outpost Bass 

Seminar & Tournament 
Camp Mack, Lake Wales, FL

Oct. 18-20 2024
Keys Saltwater Weekend 
seminar and fishing and 

Fishing Fever Tournament, 
Islamorada, FL 

Nov. 23-24, 2024
St. Augustine Surf Fishing 

Academy
 Guy Harvey Resort

Aug. 6-11, Azores Fishing

For early 2025 
Jan. 31-Feb. 2 

Islamorada Womens
Sailfish Tournament 

Contact: (954) 475-9068;
info@ladiesletsgofishing.com
www.ladiesletsgofishing.com  

www.facebook.com/
ladiesletsgofishing. 



16 • The Coconut Telegraph • August 2024 August 2024 • The Coconut Telegraph • 17

99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3PM DAILY

305-453-2660LOCALLY OWNED

RestaurantRestaurant Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

Story Time
Tuesdays & 
Thursdays at 
10:30 am for 
ages 0-5. 

Quit Your Way – Tobacco 
Free Florida, Weds. 1pm 
Counseling and free nicotine 
replacement therapy. Hosted 
by Beth Dunlap, RN, Florida 
Keys Area Health Education 
Center (AHEC). 

Tech Tutor
Weds. 1-4pm
Bring your device and 
questions for one-on-
one help.

Small Business Consulting 
Weds. 2-5 pm
The Small Business Develop-
ment Center at FIU offers 
no-cost consulting  at the Key 
Largo Library, and Tuesdays 
9-1 pm at the Islamorada 
Library. Reserve by email: 
bbarnes@fiu.edu.

Sit + Sew
Fri. 9:30am – 1pm.
Bring your current 
project and 
meet new 
friends. 

August 8, 4 pm 
STEM: Intro to Game Design 
Do you like to play video games?  
Interested in learning how to 
make your own animations and 
games?  Join us at to begin 
your coding journey! Using 
code.org; library laptops 
provided. Sign up at the front 
desk. Ages 10 – 14 .
August 9, 3 pm - Bubbles! 
Learn about the science 
behind bubbles and bubble 
making, while exploring inter-
active mini labs. Activities to 
see bubbles in a whole new 
way.  POP in to see us!  Pre-
school and Elementary.
August 12, 1pm 
League and Lunch
Bring a bag lunch and enjoy a 
presentation that will explore 
what's on the November 
ballot, including an explanation 
of the six proposed Constitu-
tional Amendments. Sponsored 
by the Upper Keys League of 
Women Voters.
August 12, 3:30 pm 
Back to School Ice Cream 
Sandwich Bash - Celebrate 
the end of summer vacation 
and the return to school with 
Guest Chef Drew with all the 
ingredients to make your own!
August 12, 6 pm 
Become a Retail Rock Star 
A workshop where you'll learn 
the essentials of retail success 
from industry experts Bonnie 
Barnes and Christine Cha-
loupka, SBDC. Perfect for 
retail business owners looking 

to enhance their operations 
and market. Free. Register at 
go.fiu.edu/keys-workshops
August 15, 2-4 pm
Adult Craft: Map Coasters. 
These DIY map coasters are 
easy, using mod podge & maps 
of your choice.  Great personal-
ized gifts.  Solo project or 
bring friends. Supplies provided.  
Register: (305) 451-2396. 
August 20 4 pm – LEGO Club
Calling all builders! Be creative 
and build with LOTS of LEGOs 
provided by the library. Work 
on your own creation or build 
as a team and test your skills 
with building challenges! Chal-
lenge: Three Colors. Ages 6-11.
August 22, 4 pm 
STEM: Intro to Game Design 
See August 8 description. Sign 
up at front desk. Ages 10 – 14 .
August 27, 6-7:45 pm 
Books on Tap - Join us at Keys 
Meads to discuss “Hello Beau-
tiful” by Ann Napolitano. 
Borrow the book from the 
Library or download the 
ebook/eaudio from the Libby 
app. Drinks available for pur-
chase. 99411 O/S Hwy #6.
August 29, 4 pm - STEAM
Origami in Outer Space Paper 
folding is an ancient Japanese 
art form with some beautiful 
results.  Did you know that it‛s 
also used in science and math?  
Come learn how the art of 
origami is changing the world, 
and then see what you can 
make with a single sheet of 
paper. SAll supplies provided. 
Ages 10-14.

August 1, 2 pm 
Foreign Policy Association‛s 
Great Decisions: NATO‛s 
future: Will expanding 
membership in NATO protect 
countries, or will it further 
provoke Russia? Visit the 
library for an informative 
article on the topic to read 
ahead of time. We‛ll watch a 
brief video on the topic, then 
discuss. Sponsored by the 
Friends of the Key Largo 
Branch Library. September 
Topic: Understanding 
Indonesia.
August 2, 3-4:30 pm 
REEF.org Genetics Lab 
Scientists are using genetics 
to help coral reefs recover!  
Come learn how. Lab partici-
pants will be able to pull DNA 
from a strawberry, just like a 
scientist! Recommended 
Elementary to Middle School. 
Presented by Reef Environ-
mental Education Foundation.
August 3, 2:30 pm 
Saturday Family Movie 
Matinee, Popcorn, & Craft. 
Visit KeysLibraries.Org/Key-
Largo for movie titles. Rated 
PG. 92-96 min.
August 6, 4 pm – LEGO Club
Calling all builders! Be creative 
and build with LOTS of LEGOs 
provided by the library. Work 
on your own creation or build 
as a team and test your skills 
with building challenges! Chal-
lenge: Spinning Top. Ages 6-11.
August 7, 9 am-12 pm 
1st Wednesday Plant Clinic
Master Gardener Volunteers 
will help with plant identifica-
tion, disease diagnosis, insect 
identifications/problems, and 
other services. 

August Events and Programs at Key Largo Library

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY IS LOCATED IN TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE.

The Key Largo Branch of the Monroe County Library System is hosting the following programs this month.  All 
library programs are free and open to the public. Program funding provided by the Friends of the Key Largo 

Library. Visit KeysLibraries.org for books, streaming movies, ebooks, and more.

KeysLibraries.org/events 
Facebook.com/KeyLargoLibrary 
Instagram.com/KeyLargoLibrary

COME TAKE A CLASS! 
The Key Largo Library has a 
variety of offerings, ranging 

from Arts & Crafts to Legos & 
Slime Time. Scan the code to 
see the complete schedule. 

SPECIAL EVENTS

WEEKLY EVENTS 

Monthly Community Group Meetings:
1st Monday: Upper Keys Fishing Club
1st Saturday: Florida Keys Quilters
3rd Monday: Fed. of Homeowners



18 • The Coconut Telegraph • August 2024 August 2024 • The Coconut Telegraph • 19

Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.

Applications always accepted.

Apply in person.

Open Wednesday - Sunday.

HELP WANTED

American Legion in Key Largo has a 
bartender,  part time, day position open. 

Hours are 11:30am-5:00pm. 
Great pay, fun atmosphere.  

No experience required but helpful.. 

Contact Cheryl at 352.460.6204.

BARTENDER

BuSINESS IN THE KEyS

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804

bullffroggking@gmail.com

WE ARE HIRING
AT THE BIG CHILL:

Servers
with at least three years experience

Barbacks

AT ENRICO’S MM 88.8
Pizza Makers and Cooks 

Please apply in person at The Big Chill
or call Amanda 305.453.9066

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

www.upperkeys.net

Upper Keys
Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281

Web Design

Website
Renovations

E-Commerce

Maintenance

Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

305-451-5955

 $1 Sushi all the time!

Lunch Specials from $5.95

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day) Private Room Available

numlargo@yahoo.com

Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

�e Key Largo Animal Shelter, operated by 
Humane Animal Care Coalition, has a 
full-time position open for an Animal 
Control O�cer or Animal Caretaker. 

�e applicants must be energetic, �exible 
with duties and hours. Experience preferred 
but will accept an applicant that loves 
animals. HACC will provide the necessary 
training for the new applicant. 

Salary based on experience/skills. Bene�ts 
include fully paid retirement program, paid 
holidays and annual leave; health insurance. 

Apply at 105951 Overseas Highway, Key 
Largo, MM106 or call (305) 451-0088, ask for 
Marsha, the Shelter Director.

Position 
Open

Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Help Wanted
Kitchen Assistant/Barback

Apply in person between 3 and 10 pm

at Elks Lodge MM 92.6 Tavernier.

See bartender for application.

$15 per hour.

Tim Dressing
Vocalist • Solo Musician

305.522.3982
www. timdressing.com

Organ · Piano · Keyboard
Trumpet · Cornet

Flugelhorn

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Capt. Sterling Kennedy
305 395-0033

www.CaptainSterling.com

CAPTAIN WANTED
Eco Tours and Sunset Cruises

PART TIME & FILL-IN

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

REAL WORLD

COCONUT
TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Al’s Carpet 
 

 
 
 

 
 
              
  
     

* * And Many more Brands in Our Showroom  

Home Decorating Center 
Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976 

Waterproof Vinyl Plank - Custom Area Rugs  

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters 

99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo 

(305) 451-4460 
www.alscarpet.com 

Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

LOST KEYCHAIN

Sentimental Value • REWARD $200

TEXT OR CALL ANNIE
305-923-7566

Small - Gold "Colored" Key Chain - with 2 
Silver Fobs made by my Father in the 

early 1950s.   Huge loss for me!!! It went 
missing Feb. 2023;  �rst weekend of Feb-
ruary, at MM 90, oceanside - at the Coral 
Shores Art Fair and Church/ Garage Sale.   

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM103 Bayside

www.numthaiandsushi.com
★ Deliveries Now Available for Online Orders ★

(305) 451-5955

Mon. - Fri. 
Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner 5:00 - 10:00

Sat. - Sun. 
5:00 - 10:00

SAVE TIME...
ORDER ONLINE!

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

next to Publix in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

www.upperkeys.net

Upper Keys
Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281

Web Design

Website
Renovations

E-Commerce

Maintenance
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Coco‘Nut’ Funnies
God was missing for six days. 
Eventually, Michael, the archangel, 
found him, resting on the seventh. 
He inquired, “Where have you 
been?”

God smiled deeply and proudly 
pointed downwards through the 
clouds, “Look, Michael. Look what 
I’ve made. “Archangel Michael 
looked puzzled, and said, “What 
is it?”

“It’s a planet,” replied God, “and 
I’ve put life on it I’m going to call 
it Earth and it’s going to be a place 
to test “Balance.”

“Balance?” inquired Michael, “I’m 
still confused.” God explained, 
pointing to different parts of Earth.

“For example, northern Europe 
will be a place of great opportunity 
and wealth, while southern Eu-
rope is going to be poor. Over here 
I’ve placed a continent of white 
people, and over there is a conti-
nent of black people. Balance in all 
things.”

God continued pointing to dif-
ferent countries. “This one will be 
extremely hot, while this one will 
be very cold and covered in ice.”

The Archangel, impressed by 
God’s work, then pointed to a land 
area and said, “What’s that one?”

“That’s Florida, the most glorious 
place on earth. There are beautiful 
trees and gardens, it’s surrounded 
by water and days filled with 
sunshine. The people from Florida 
are going to be handsome, modest, 
intelligent and humorous and they 
are going to travel the world.  They 
will be extremely sociable, hard-
working, high achieving, carriers 
of peace and producers of good 
things.”

Michael gasped in wonder and ad-
miration, and then asked, “Well, 
what about balance.?  You said 
there would be ‘balance.’”

God smiled an all-knowing smile, 
and said, “I will create Washington 
DC.  Wait ‘til you see the stupid 
idiots I’ll put there!” 

A hungry traveler stopped at 
a monastery and was taken to 
the kitchen, where a brother 
was frying chips. “Are you 
the friar?” he asked. The 
brother replied, “No, I’m the 
chip monk.” An old, blind Marine wanders into 

an all-girl biker bar by mistake. He 
finds his way to a bar stool and 
orders a shot of Jack Daniels. Af-
ter sitting there for a while, he yells 
to the bartender, ‘Hey, you wanna 
hear a blonde joke?’

The bar immediately falls abso-
lutely silent. In a very deep, husky 
voice, the woman next to him 
says, ‘Before you tell that joke I 
think it is only fair, given that you 
are blind, that you should know 
five things:

The bartender is a blonde girl with 
a baseball bat.

The bouncer is a blonde girl.

I’m a 6-foot tall, 175-pound 
blonde woman with a black belt 
in karate.

The woman sitting next to me is 
blonde and a professional weight 
lifter.

The lady to your right is blonde 
and a professional wrestler.

‘Now, think about it seriously, do 
you still wanna tell that blonde 
joke?’

The blind Marine thinks for a sec-
ond, shakes his head and mut-
ters, ‘No...not if I’m gonna have to 
explain it five times.’

Men all around the world, be-
tween 40 to 60 years, will on aver-
age have sex 2 to 3 times per week 
(and a small number a lot more).

Whereas Japanese men, in the 
exact same age group will have 
sex once or twice a year if they are 
lucky.

This has come as very upsetting 
news to most of my friends, as 
they had no idea they were Japa-
nese!   

A man called the hotel man-
ager. He said “Come up quick-
ly, I fought with my wife 
and now she wants to throw 
herself out the window!”

The manager replied, “Sir 
this is a personal matter and 
we can’t get involved. I can 
call security...”

The man interrupted, “No! 
This is a maintenance issue. 
The window won’t open!”

BEFORE WE WORK
    ON ARTIFICIAL

        INTELLIGENCE
          WHY DON'T WE DO

    SOMETHING ABOUT
  NATURAL STUPIDITY?



22 • The Coconut Telegraph • August 2024 August 2024 • The Coconut Telegraph • 23

Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption 
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one 
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is 
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.

Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

Simone Nellie

Figaro & MagicGingerJulian Finn Lucy

Olive Ryan Fritz

BUYING
Buyers agent is buying 

Vintage Costume Jewelry
Call & leave msg. 
305-304-2837

THE KEY PLAYERS
 Community Theater Group needs 
volunteers to work behind the 

scenes & audition for roles! 
thekeyplayers.org

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern and 
Bromeliad Society 

meets the 2nd Tuesday of every 
month at the Key Largo Civic 

Club at 6:00pm.  
Open to the public. 

orchidclub@gmail.com

Classified ads will not be 
accepted without payment.

CLASSIFIED ADS
COCONUT TELEGRAPH 

MUSICIANS
Amateur & seasoned

musicians wanted!  
Keys Community Concert Band 

begins rehearsals in the fall.
More info call 305-451-4530.  

VESSEL SAFETY
�e USCG Auxiliary conducts 

vessel safety checks at 
Blackwater Sound Marina, 

MM 103.8 Bayside, every third 
Saturday of the month.Public 

welcome.  305-998-8400

CLUBS

GET CLASSIFIED
$10 per col.inch per month!
Bold Listing $12./inch per mo.

Classi�ed Display Space  $15/inch.

MUST BE PAID IN ADVANCE

The UPS STORE
101425 Overseas Hwy., by Publix at Tradewinds

Questions? Call 305•304•2837.

Drop off your ad and payment at

Open 7 Days A Week 
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

FREE WIFI PROPERTY WIDE  • LOCALS’ FAVORITE  • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY!

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts

Daily Happy Hour
4-6 pm

Fresh Seafood

Local
Specialties

We’ll Cook
Your Catch 

Fishing Guides
Available

Amazing
Sunsets

Pet Friendly

Jo
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Conch Characters / Around Town

2�4�t�h� �A�n�n�u�a�l� �I�s�l�a�m�o�r�a�d�a� �F�i�s�h�i�n�g� �C�l�u�b�'�s� �C�a�p�t�a�i�n�s� �C�u�p�  D�o�l�p�h�i�n� �T�o�u�r�n�a�m�e�n�t�,� 
"�S�a�l�t� �S�h�a�k�e�r�"� �-� �1�s�t� �P�l�a�c�e�.  Congrats!

�C�o�n�g�r�a�t�u�l�a�t�i�o�n�s� �o�n� �y�o�u�r� �n�e�w� �a�d�d�i�t�i�o�n�,� �
S�i�g�g�y� �a�n�d� �J�o�a�n� �S�c�h�o�l�z� �a�n�d�,� �t�h�a�n�k� �y�o�u� �

f�o�r� �y�o�u�r� �c�o�n�t�i�n�u�e�d� �s�u�p�p�o�r�t� �a�n�d� �l�o�v�e� 
a�t� �t�h�e� �U�p�p�e�r� �K�e�y�s� �H�u�m�a�n�e� �S�o�c�i�e�t�y�.�

Gorgeous v�i�e�w� �f�r�o�m� �B�u�z�z�a�r�d�'�s� �R�o�o�s�t!

Farewell to Susie Anderson! Following a long career with the Post Office as a carrier and union 
representative, she taught and championed the local ukulele players. Here she is in the middle 

between Janis Jipson and Jody Koblenzer, at a Sweet Peas performance. Susie has moved to New 
York state to be near daughter Christina and her new family.

$5-worth of tips a day and 
you'll have the entire staff 
scrambling to help you. 

They treat you like a cus-
tomer, not a patient. 

There's a bus stop out 
front, and seniors ride free.  
The handicap/seniors bus will 
also pick you up (if you fake a 
decent limp).

To meet other nice people, 
call a church bus on Sundays. 

For a change of scenery, 
take the airport shuttle bus 
and eat at one of the nice 
restaurants there. 

While you're at the 
airport, fly somewhere. Other-
wise, the cash keeps building 
up. 

It takes months to get into 
decent nursing homes. Holiday 
Inn will take your reservation 
today . 

And you're not stuck in one 
place forever -- you can move 
from Inn to Inn, or even from 

city to city. 
Want to see Hawaii ? They 

have Holiday Inns there too. 
TV broken? Light bulbs 

need changing? Need a mat-
tress replaced? No problem.. 
They fix everything, and apolo-
gize for the inconvenience. 

The Inn has a night secu-
rity person and daily room 
service. The maid checks to 
see if you are ok. If not, 
they'll call an ambulance... Or 
the undertaker. 

If you fall and break a hip, 
Medicare will pay for the hip, 
and Holiday Inn will upgrade 
you to a suite for the rest of 
your life. 

And no worries about visits 
from family. They will always 
be glad to find you, and prob-
ably check in for a few days 
mini-vacation. The grand-kids 
can use the pool. 

What more could anybody 
ask for? 

Holiday Inn Retirement Plan.. . Hear me out!
No nursing home for me.... 

I‛ll be checking into a Holiday 
Inn! 

With the average cost for 
a nursing home care costing 
$288.00 per day, there is a 
better way when we get old 
and too feeble. 

I've already checked on 
reservations at the Holiday 
Inn. For a combined long term 
stay discount and senior 
discount, it's $99.23 per night. 

Breakfast is included, and 
some have happy hours in the 
afternoon. Most have free 
toothpaste and razors, and all 
have free shampoo and soap. 

That leaves $188.77 a day 
for lunch and dinner in any 
restaurant we want, or room 
service, laundry, gratuities and 
special TV movies. 

Plus, they provide a spa, 
swimming pool, a workout room, 
a lounge and washer-dryer, etc. 



24 • The Coconut Telegraph • August 2024

Open for
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 

7am-10pm

1  
Webb & 

Davidson 
6-10 

2  
Jade Storm 

6-10 

3  
Uncle Rico 

6-10 

4  
Davidson, 
Battle & 

Fear 
6-10 

5  
Carousers 

6-10 

6  
Dennis 
Holmes 

6-10 

7  
Davidson & 

Holmes 
6-10 

8  
Davidson & 

Bellamy 
6-10 

9  
Brothers Of 

Others 
6-10 

10  
Abstract 

Radio 
6-10 

11  
Davidson & 

Kingsley 
6-10 

12  
Carousers 

6-10 

13  
Micah 
6-10 

14  
Davidson & 

Holmes 
6-10 

15  
Davidson, 
Kimball, 
Basin & 
Lozar 
6-10 

16  
Ego Free 

6-10 

17  
Spank The 

Band 
6-10 

18  
Davidson, 
Battle & 

Fear 
6-10 

19  
Carousers 

6-10 

20  
Dennis 
Holmes 

6-10 

21  
Davidson & 

Holmes 
6-10 

22  
Davidson & 

Bellamy 
6-10 

23  
Beach 

Bandits 
6-10 

24  
The Regs 

6-10 

25  
Davidson & 

Kingsley 
6-10 

26  
Carousers 

6-10 

27  
 
28  
Davidson & 

Holmes 
6-10 

29  
Davidson & 

Bellamy 
6-10 

30  
Brothers Of 

Others 
6-10 

31  
Lime Rock 

6-10 

Steve
Venini

6-10 

     
 

 

 

  
Happy Hour 7 days • 4-6pm 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.

The Rockin' Magic of MICHAEL TRIXX 
Most MONDAYS • WEDNESDAYS • FRIDAYS at Sunset

This Month’s Live Entertainment and Events at the Lorelei

LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692

We have 32 world-renowned 
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

IslamoradaIslamorada

MM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the Mermaid

$3 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$1.25 Domestic Drafts

$2.25 Specialty Drafts


