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Temptation Never Sleeps = A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn

I walked in the store,
passing the tables full of baked
goods and sweet treat specials,
into the fruit and vegetable
section to grab healthy crap,
like bananas and apples. One
thing I noticed was the price
of beer and soda has increased
exponentially in the last 6
years since I cut those types
of beverages from my routine.
Especially the good beer.

I still have the occasional
soda pop, but T had my last
beer on my birthday in 2020.
No more fun stuff of any kind
for me. Marijuana doesn't
count. What used to be just
for fun is required mainte-
nance now. That and I've never
gotten so high that I had to
apologize for shit that I didn't
remember doing the next day.
Getting drunk on the other
hand, I've had to apologize for
plenty of things I didn't
remember doing.

I used tfo eat plenty of nuts
and raw carrots, but I have a
lack of teeth these days. Too
many years of sucking on cough
drops while singing and chewing
tobacco at the same time took
its toll and I now must avoid all
things crunchy or hard. T used
to chew on ice on long road
trips to avoid having to stop
and take a piss every two hours.

I used to love crunchy
peanut butter with that rich,
roasted peanut taste, but now
I am reduced to boring-ass
creamy. I use the all natural
stuff but who the really
knows? The FDA labeling
division leaves a lot to be
desired. Words and phrases
like "organic" and "grass fed"
have no meaning until they are
defined by the corporate
agriculture industrial complex.

Now that I've made it past
the cheap, easy for me fo eat
treats, passed by the beer
aisle and all the nuclear sugar
cereals that I loved as a kid
(though there are way more

these days); I have to resist
the temptation of the frozen
food aisle.

Extremely convenient,
frozen salt bombs that have
enough preservatives to keep
the turds it makes discover-
able o the next race of intelli-
gent species that inherit the
Earth after we go extinct;
pizzas, Salisbury steak, and ZZ
Top even likes the chicken if
the sauce is not too blue...

2 1/2 minutes in the microwave
and you're ready to eat, with a
few cold spots here and there.
Just don't look at the ingredi-
ent list on the back... does
anyone even call them "TV
dinners" anymore?

The worst temptation for
me though, is ice cream. My
dad would sit down and eat an
entire half gallon box. He
sometimes liked to split open a
cantaloupe, shovel out all the
seeds and fill that hole up with
vanilla ice cream. He struggled
with being overweight for as
long as I can remember, he
would blow up to 400 pounds
then crash diet his way down
to 250 pounds and repeat...

My mom's father was a
dairy farmer and I remember
making fresh ice cream after a
hail storm up on the farm one
summer, using the fallen ice
and real cream. You cannot
appreciate farm fresh cream
unless you've had it. Nothing in
the store is remotely close, not
even. So, it runs in my DNA.

Unfortunately, if you're
trying to lower your choles-
terol and especially triglycer-
ides, dairy fat is the ultimate
worst. Cut out dairy and eat lot
of beans for a month and you
will be free of the high fat
content in your blood. And that
means pudding as well. I love
pudding. Legumes really are
the magical, musical fruit. You
might have a Beano before...

At the checkout is an
entire array of impulse temp-

tations. That's where they
stick things that look like it's
M&M's but it's actually "lemon
meringue flavored M&M's" or
the "peanut butter, cinnamon
bun M&M's." They put those
there because nobody in their
right mind would buy them if
they knew what they were. The
packaging resembles regular
M&M's so this hapless soul
throws them to the clerk real
quick as I give in to the femp-
tation, and they make it in the
bag. That's the advantage of
self check out - there isn't
enough room in the area for
impulse items to be displayed.
(The area is surrounded by
impulse items, however.)

Nothing worse than getting
home, opening the bag, popping
the evil treat intfo my mouth
and then realizing, it's nasty.
It's only then that I look at
the bag and realize, "What the
@#$%? I promised myself I
wouldn't be fooled again. No
wonder they were buy one get
one freel

Dollar store treats are at
your own risk, for some reason
they can sell the stuff the
other stores can't, loop holes
that allow them to sell prod-
ucts with banned dyes and a
higher chance of being stale or
moldy. It only appears to be
more affordable, but they
sneak in smaller sizes, cheaper
packaging that is harder to
open among the myriad other
illusions.

Waking up in the middle of
the night with a sweet tooth
and leg cramps is its own unique
torture. In an effort to save
me from myself, my wife hides
the sweets. She is 5 foot tall
and hides everything down low
knowing that it pains me to
bend over. She has secret
chocolate stashes all over the
house.

She's the type that will
take one bite out of a two bite
cupcake and hide the other

Luke Sommer
Glennis a
local
entertainer
and Conch
Character.

For more info:
www.lukesommerglenn.com

half bite in the fridge some-
where until it turns into a
hardened clump, but at least (in
her mind), I didn't eat it. It's
her job fo torture me every
day and part of that forture is
making sure I live long enough
to be sufficiently tortured. I'm
not sure who holds the measur-
ing stick but I'd like to kick
them in the balls...

Is it just me or do the
scanners at the Publix sound
similar to slot machines or a
video game sound? To me, it
sounds like losing money, I
can't get out of the store fast
enough.

The Winn-Dixie in Taver-
nier has increased their prices
after briefly lowering them
enough to sucker us key Largo
people down after losing our
crummy Winn-Dixie. Now I
noticed their prices are just
about the same, if not higher in
some instances. They seem to
be struggling to keep up with
the increased traffic from Key
Largo.

But it's not just the gro-
cery stores that have the
impulse snack items, hardware,
drug and department stores all
sell crap at the counters that's
bad for people like me. It's like
finding a bar at a Denny's; T
came for breakfast, but left
with a buzz...
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Tul'ﬂes by Carol Ellis -

swimmers und cun hold their breath for up to 30 minutes.

One of the first close-up wildlife
experiences for typical suburban kids
may have come in the form of a “turtle
oasis” purchased at the local pet store.

I had turtles. They lived in our Florida
room in a round plastic container filled
with fresh water. The habitat had a
raised center area, filled with sand and
adorned with a plastic palm tree. The
turtles, who were always named
"Tommy," would swim in circles around
the ring, and climb out to dry off in the
center.

The turtles were of the slider variety,
so designated because they slide into
the water when approached. I fed them

A buby Red-footed tortoise wus found in u
backyard und now lives ut the nature
center at Oceun Reef.

hamburger meat and furtle food.
Though they can live 20-40 years with
proper care, my turtles died.

Red-earred sliders and Yellow-bellied
sliders are the typical species of turtle
you will find at the pet store. The
yellow-bellied variety is native to North
Florida. Yellow-bellied sliders are
recoghized by the yellow markings on
their belly and neck. The non-native
Red-earred slider gets its name from
the red stripe around its ears, and is
included in the list of the world's 100
most invasive species.

r == ;__-i'- ;.]' ¥ i _' =;::;-__;':I
This Red-footed tortoise is hative to
South Americu.

Well-meaning folks who have out-grown

their need for a pet turtle, have

released their pets into the wild, only

to have let loose a non-native turtle
that can out-compete native species.

Don't do that.

On the other hand, in a world of
disappearing natural spaces there is a
lot of competition for a place to live.
That is why it is great to create home
landscapes that have natural habitat
where wildlife can live.

My neighbor Penny Dinsmore's home is
dominated by a water feature that
naturally incorporates plantings, rocks
and ledges to be as close to resembling a
natural occurring pond as possible. The
building contractor excavated the length
of the property between the house and
the street, creating a tidal pond 8-10 f+.
deep. There is a raised rocky area in the
center, and sloping walls that meet a
ledge just above the water level. A foot
bridge leads up to the house; shades of
Monet's Giverny in Key Largo.

The sound of moving water and lush
foliage cascading down the sloping
banks completes the tropical oasis, or

Though turtles live nedr the wuater, they lay
their egys on lund.

A Yellow-bellied slider turtle showed up in u
wauter feature at Oceun Reef. The home-
owher humed the turtle *Mystery.” A total
of four adult turtles live in the pond, und
bubies huve been spotted this yeur,

Turtles... cCONTINUED - photos by Curol Ellis

shall we say “turtle oasis,” after the
pond caretaker brought a turtle named
"Tiggles" to live in the pond. A second
turtle appeared, so Penny named it
"Mystery.” Two more of the same spe-
cies "Ginny" and "Raptor” were pur-
chased. The turtles are Yellow-bellied
sliders (Trachemys scripta scripta).
Penny is a true turtle mom; she provides
a great turtle habitat, with lots of
hidey holes where turtles can be out of
sight, or protected from the weather,
as well as regular feedings. Small turtles
have been spotted recently, so the
turtle family is becoming established in
a very special place.

In 1513 Ponce de Leon encountered the
seven coral reef islands 70 miles of f
Key West, and named them “Las
Tortugas"” (The Turtles) for the bounty
of turtles found there. Subsequent
explorers found the islands lacking
fresh drinking water, and they changed
the name to "Dry Tortugas.”

The earliest maps of Key West show
that people kept turtles along the
shores of Key West. The early settlers

A younhy Spur-thighed fortoise retreuts
inside its protective hard shell.

A box turtle is rescued from
the middle of the roud und
pluced in the brush hear
Crocodile Luke.

They prefer dump
environments such as
wetlands and swumps, but
they do nhot enter water deep
ehouyh to swim.

Box turtles live on land, und
often wunder into residentiul
neighborhoods.

An 86-yeur-old Mule Spur thighed tortoise
and 16-yeur-old femuale “playing” around.
These tortoises ure from Africu, und
despite the femule producinyg eyys, they
do not hatch due to uhsuituble conditions
in South Floridu,

Turtle shells ure made of bone thut
develops from ribs that grow sideways,
aund form plates that join to protect the
body. The shells ure covered in scules
maude of kerutin,
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CAROL ELLIS hus
lived in South Floridu
her entire life und
Key Largo for 40
yeurs.

Currently a Muster
Gurdener volunteer,
Curol hus u degree in
Journudlism from the
University of Floridu
and is the resident
photographer /drtist
ut Oceun Reef Club.

captured green sea turtles and stored
them in “"kraals" until needed for meat,
eggs or soup. Krall comes from the
Dutch word for “corral,” and were
shallow water enclosures with wooden
poles spaced close enough to keep the
turtles in, yet allow water to flow through.

A turtle is a reptile which has a bony
shell. Turtles live in the water, but lay
their eggs on land. Tortoises live on
land. All tortoises are in fact turtles,
but not all turtles are tortoises.

Florida has a native fortoise called the
Gopher tortoise, and it lives in northern
Florida. They create burrows in the
ground which provide homes to a range
of other creatures in addition to the
tortoise. Though the native Florida Box
Turtle lives on land, and often wanders
into residential neighborhoods, it is not
considered a fortoise. They prefer
damp environments such as wetlands
and swamps, but they do not enter
water deep enough to swim.

You can encounter non-native tortoises
such as the Spur-thighed tortoises
from Africa and Red-footed Tortoises
from South America at wildlife centers
and zoos. The Everglades Outpost
located in Homestead, used to be a
place to encounter reptiles, including
tortoises, however the growing sprawl
of new housing developments creeping
closer to the Everglades has forced its
closure.

Spur-thighed fortoises can live to more
than 100 years old. In fact, one was
donated to the nature center at Ocean
Reef after consideration by family
members who decided it should not be
included in a man's last will.

Maybe a turtle trust?
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Paul “Tall Paul” Dickens (February 2,
1950 - January 19, 2026) passed away
peacefully in his sleep following
complications from Parkinson's.

Originally from Cleveland, Ohio, Paul
lived in Key Largo, Florida, off and on
since 1978, and several years in
Gainesville and Starke. Wherever he
lived, Paul became a familiar and

well-loved presence in the community.

Known for his warm spirit, easygoing
nature, and a sense of humor that was
never far from the surface—always
ready with a joke, a grin, or a story
that made people feel at ease. His
smile was infectious, and his laughter
even more so.

An avid Cleveland sports fan, Paul
proudly supported the Cleveland
Browns, Cavaliers and Guardians,
rarely missing a chance to cheer on his
hometown teams.

Paul lived a richly varied life. In his
early years, he traveled coast to coast,
embracing new places, people, and
experiences along the way. A free

Paul “Tall Paul” Dickens

spirit at heart,
Paul valued life
experiences,
family and
friends over
possessions.

Over the years,
Paul held many
roles and wore
many hats. He
worked with the
railroad, was a
professional
painter, coached
youth sports, and
some may
remember Paul tending bar at the
Caribbean Club back in the late 1970s
and early 1980s, where his personality
was as much a draw as the drinks.

For many years, Paul worked as a

school bus driver in Monroe County, a

role he truly cherished. He took pride
in caring for the children he trans-
ported each day and was honored as
Monroe County School Bus Driver of

To dress a salad the Italian way,
lightly coat your greens with
olive oil so that when you

sprinkle sea salt on them, the
flakes cling to the greens.

Then add a dash of balsamic
vinegar and lemon juice.

the Year, a
recognition that
reflected both
his profession-
alism and his
heart.

Paul was also
deeply devoted
to caring for his
| mother, Ruth,
whom he
lovingly
supported and
cared for in his
home for many
years through-
out her battle with dementia.

Music was a constant companion in
Paul’s life. He loved the blues, classic
rock, humorous genre-bending music,
and Americana storytelling that told
honest stories about life, time, and the
people we meet along the way. He
especially enjoyed live performances
and playing acoustic guitar

In his later years, with his long hair,

relaxed demeanor, and unmistakable
presence, Paul was often said to
resemble singer-songwriter Leon
Russell—a comparison he wore well,
with ease and good humor.

Paul appreciated life’s simple
pleasures: a good drink and—most of
all—good company. Paul will be
remembered as a kind soul, a story-
teller, a music lover, and a family man
who lived authentically and freely.

Paul is survived by his loving wife,
Joan Johnston-Dickens; his children,
Sean Dickens and Whitney Dickens
Gonzalez (Jean); grandchildren Jack,
Jordan, Leo, Troy, Maverick and
Ozzie; his sister, Debora Dickens
Kodger, of Destin, Florida; his
brother, Dan Dickens, of Coral Way;,
Florida; his nieces, Emily Kodger
Madden (Christopher), Amy Kodger
Jones (Jason) and Megan Dickens; and
his nephews, Dillon Dickens and
Logan Dickens; and many more
family and friends whose lives were
brighter for having known him.

Year after year, since 1982... the

realtor team that4

THINKING
OF SELLING?

THE WASMUND TEAM

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE
Wendy lves

BROKER AsSOCIATE

305-394-1376

orking for you.

Jane Wasmund
BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-451-7704
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Community Arts and Culture presents the 28th annual Afro Roots Fest in Islamorada April 4

The nonprofit organization
Community Arts and Culture
(CAC) curates and produces
the longest-running world
music event, Afro Roots Fest.
On Saturday, April 4, 2026,
the award-winning festival
returns to the Morada Way
Arts and Cultural district, and
the Florida Keys Brewing
Company (MM81.6) beginning
at noon with a series of work-
shops, and featuring Cortadito
(Cuba), the Everglades Song-
book Suite (U.S.), Sanba Zao
(Haiti), Famato (Guinea, West
Africa), percussion and
instrument-making workshops,
vendors, and more. It's a free
event, with a few ticketed
workshops, all ages welcome.

"The flavor of this year's
festival is decidedly Carib-
bean, with a dash of West
Africa, and T am proud to once
again present these acts to
the global music fans of South

Florida,” says Grammy-
nominated musician, composer,
and producer, Jose Elias,
known for his work with Corta-
dito. He will perform with his
other project, the Everglades
Songbook Suite ensemble.

Since its origin 13 years
ago, Cortadito has evolved into
one of the torchbearers of a
pop culture phenomenon that
is two centuries strong. Named
the Miami New Times' Best of
Miami "Best Latin Act” in
2009, the band focuses on
performing one of the earliest
styles of Cuban country music,
known as Son (pronounced
sOwn), a sound best described
as reminiscent of the famed
Buena Vista Social Club.

The vastly resplendent
Everglades has inspired count-
less works of literature and
art, including the musical
project "Everglades Songbook
Suite,"” which was created by

COMMUNIT\’ ﬁRTE M\'ID CULTURE
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Elias. The project, which
stands as the creative and
artistic statement of his
experiences at Everglades
National Park, came to fruition
in 2021 as a short film shot in
the Everglades.

In 2022, the project
received the support of the
Kennedy Center fo produce
pop up concert events at two
other Keys locations. The
collaborative performance
included artists and composers
from around the world.

Sanba Zao is a master
drummer and Haitian roots
music legend. He was also a
professor at L'Ecole National
des Arts, Haiti's national arts
school, and has devoted his
life to teaching and promoting
the culture and music of Haiti.

Famato is a West African
musical ensemble based in
Gainesville that plays tradi-
tional music from Guinea,

particularly from the Mandinka
tribe. The group's name is a
Sanso word that means “come
and see,"” and is led by Amo
Soumah, a master drummer
from Guinea, West Africa.
They play instruments such as
the Djembe drum and the
balafon combined with vocals.
Workshops include Percus-
sion for Peace Workshops led
by master artists Soumah and
members of Sanba Zao, as well
as community partner Power of
Percussion. Families and youth
can participate in instrument-
building workshops through
The Inheritants Project, CAC's
Miami-based Afro-Indigenous
youth music and dance initia-
tive. This, along with program-
ming by musical instrument
maker Eddie Osborne will run
from noon to 4 p.m., with the
live music from 4=9:30 p.m.
For more information, visit
AfroRootsFest.com.

Florida Keys Quilters
present

© 2026 “Quilts in Bloom” Quilt Showe

Key Largo Library Community Room
Tradewinds Shopping Center
@ 101485 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo FL 33037 @

ISLAMORADA

2] March 23 through April 30, 2026 &
Quilt Exhibit open to the Public

& @
* April 17 and April 18 *
& P P @

(Friday & Saturday only)

You'll never buy packaged dressing

GRI CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist

keylargowendy1@bellsouth.net
janewasmund®@bellsouth.net

o RE/MAX

SATURDAY APRIL 4'™" 2026
127 . 4" WORKSHOPS ¢ 4™ . 9:30" CONCERTS

AL OREVS HER EsTate DR ARSI o)
" EVERGLADES SONGBOOK SUITE

(GLOBAL JAM BAND)

SANBA ZAO

(HAITIAN ROOTS PIONEER)

FAMATO

(WEST AFRICAN FOLK MUSIC)
PLUS PERCUSSION WORKSHOPS FOR ALL AGES, VENDORS & MORE!

MORE INFO AT CACMIAMI.ORG
72

& B1671 Old Hwy, Islamorada, FL
"*m" WALKING

98880 OVERSEAS HWY, MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE, KEY LARGO RYNEE.  MoradaWay) KEVS. M ocerrir - NiCE—~

again.

Quilt Demo and Exclusive Quilts on display

CHECK OUT THESE PROPERTIES!

Follow us on Facebook: Florida Keys Quilters OR
Contact us at floridakeysquilters@gmail.com

Keys Brewing Company

4 Snapper Avenue, Key Largo $1,250,000 325 Calusa Street # 70, Key Largo $394,000
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Itv S K'tt’eh SeaSOV\ ' Please help "fix" pet overpopulation
FiX —FB\OS e F' e '.' " es l by spaying and neutering your pets.

Free spay and neuter clinics
at Key Largo Animal Shelter,
normally every 2 weeks.

The UPS Store @

UPS: USPS; Shipping & Stamps 101425 Overseas Hwy

Personal & Business Mailbox Rental FUGGERIEAUVILIPERLV VA
Key Largo, FL 33037

Amazon & “Happy Returns”
Dropoff Center
Wide Format Printing & Copying

Notary & Fingerprinting -
by appt. only M-F 10am-4pm L

OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday-Friday 7:30am—6pm e Saturday 9am-2:30pm

This program is privately funded
by Humane Animal Care Coalition
for Upper Keys residents.

305.453.4877

fax: 305.453.4878
store4181@theupsstore.com
=

Please call the shelter for 1
details and appointments.

$5 OFF ANY SERVICE
Excluding Notary & Fingerprinting

|
Open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm and Saturday 9am to 5pm C|

Mile marker 106 Oceunside o phone 305-451-0088

resistant to antibiotics, the toxins on the skin of
frogs presents huge opportunity for new drug
discovery. As human diseases become alarmingly
antibiotic resistant, identification of new phar-
maceuticals is critical. The cane toad and other
members of the Bufonidae family produce
substances widely used in traditional folk medi-
cine, but ...some frogs... may disappear before
revealing their secrets. Smithsonian scientists
and others have created a compendium of the
known chemicals produced by this amphibian
family in the Journal of Ethnopharmacology
highlighting their largely unexplored potential
for new drug discovery.

In the past, people in Russia and Finland would
put live frogs in milk to keep it from going bad.
This practice is based on the fact that the skin
of frogs contains antimicrobial compounds and
peptides that can prevent milk from spoiling.

The skin of the European brown frog contains a
variety of peptides that can fight harmful
microbes and prevent infection. These peptides
are as effective against Staphylococcus and
Salmonella bacteria as prescription antibiotics.

The Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute
writes: As bacterial infections become more

N's Back!
Sunday Brunch
11 AMto 2 PM H

Complimentary Glass of Champagne,
Mimosa or Bloody Mary with each Entrée

Ig_o?:als Day

Voes yourn ghoup need an
ain conditioned, place (or lunch o dinner?  Wednesday
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! Call us! “We can accommaodate 12 Beers
HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm ghoups of up to 75 people! ‘I’: ”" ‘TN‘_‘ P Feed the fish!
LIVE MUSIC - Friday 5:30-8:30, Saturday 5-9 seection  KID & PETFREENDLY!

LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday
for your discount and rewards

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER ow,gz;ge

=

P&E Shrimp

Fish Dip Stuffed Avocado Tuna Nachos Kung Pao Bow!

WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY  Pilot House Restaurant & Marina « 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
11:30 am to 9:00 pm  (305) 451-3142 « info@pilothousemarina.com « https://www.pilothousemarina.com

Grouper Sandwich

Artist of the Month: Deb Riolo’s

What do you do when
color and paint cross your
mind no matter what you are
doing? You give in to femp-
tation! On the water, in the
garden or in a classroom -
Deb Riolo brings color and
joy fo the scene.

Deb and her husband
Rich are retired with a
combined 58 years as
Career Education Instruc-
tors from Michigan. Riolo
was a graphic design and
illustration instructor, so
art is her love language.
Follow her @BellaNonaArt.
They have been living in the
Upper Keys for 9 years.

She is involved with
many community groups: Art
Guild of the Purple Isles
(AGPT), Upper Keys Garden
Club, Florida Keys Orchid
Club, San Pedro Catholic
Church and Wild Women On
the Water - to name a few.

A personul goul of showiny her art
in More professionul venues hus
begun o be redlized this pust
yedr through Art Guild events and
locdl exhibits.

Pdinted furniture turned tropicdl with
various seu creutures. This set is how ut the

When she became a
member of the Upper Keys
Garden Club, Riolo took
going native to heart. Her
yard, once a sand loft, is
now a showpiece for her
neighborhood and an inspi-
ration for her floral paint-
ings.

As fresh and salt water
anglers, the couple made
time on the water memo-
rable for their children and
grandchildren, catching fish
and creating artistic gyo-
taku prints. Art finds its
way info many aspects of
her life.

Another art outlet is
up-cycling furniture with
one-of-a-kind tropical
paintings. When expressing
her love for Florida's
native plants, palms and
marine life, her art is a
take-home slice of para-
dise. Keys art fairs are the
perfect opportunity to
showcase her work and

. make new friends. Riolo

loves finding kindred spir-
its who enjoy her wild and
colorful creations.

Working with Key Largo
School and homeschool stu-
dents who express an inter-
est in art has always been an
interest. Donating rejuve-
nated furniture to schools
and the Children's Shelter is
her favorite way of giving
back to the community.

Puint & Sip events and clusses taught at the library
dre dlways fun for everyone involved. Riolo gives her
Key Largo School in the library for funh story  positive energy buck to the community she loves.
fime sedting.
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Riolo und her bright art cun be found at many art fuirs and community

events during the winter months.

"T would like to see my
work grow info a
commission-based business.
However, I've set personal
goals to participate in
events AGPT has offered.”
Riolo says, "This year I hope
to submit an art piece to
every art exhibit. Starting
with the Dive Museum, Tassel
Building show and the Judged
Show at the Dolphin Hospital.”

Riolo offers Paint & Sip
sessions as fundraising
opportunities for local
nonprofits. A group can
engage her at a minimal
reimbursement for supplies
and create an event where

rPoweri.OUrPlcﬁe

e

2025 KLS Eurth Duy mural involving 400+
students. Riolo will be working to create u
2026 Eurth Duy mural with KLS students und

While ucrylic puint is her usudl
medium, Riolo explored wuter-
color in u recent workshop.

they can charge attendees,
as they provide a venue and
refreshments. Email Deb at
BellaNonaArt@gmail.com
for details. The events have
been very successful and
can cater to a topic that
fits the group.

1
S0
| & Lo R

teacher Pum Caputo's vision.
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One-Sided Relationships

Relationships can get out of balance and one-sided,
if we don't occasionally check in with each other.

One of the most beautiful
qualities of an intimate
relationship is the give and
take of energy that occurs
between two people. In the
best-case scenario, both
people share the talking and
listening, and the giving and
receiving of support, equally.

Occasionally, within any
relationship, the balance
shifts and one person needs
to listen more, or give more.
Generally, over a long period
of time, even this exception
will take on a balanced
rhythm; we all go through
times when we take more
and fimes when we give
more.

However, there are also
relationships in which the
balance has always felt
one-sided. You may have a
friend whom you like, but
you have begun fo notice
that the conversation is
always about their life and
their problems and never
about yours. You may also
have a friend who seems to
require an inordinate amount
of support from you but who
is unable or unwilling to give
much in return.

Over time, these relation-
ships can be draining and
unsatisfying, One option is
simply to end the relation-
ship, or let it fade out
naturally. Another option is
to communicate to your
friend that you would like to
create a more equal balance
in you also get some airtime.
They may be taken aback at
first, but if they are able to
hear you, your friendship
will become more sincere.
They may even thank you
for revealing a pattern that
is probably sabotaging more
than one relationship in
their life.

A third option is to simply
accept the relationship.
There are one-sided rela-
tionships that actually work.
An example of this is a
mentor relationship.
Another example is a rela-
tionship in which you are
helping someone who is sick,
disabled, or otherwise
needy. In these instances,
you can simply be grateful
that you are able to help
and be helped, trusting that
the balance of give and take
will even out in the big
picture of your life.

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,

healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

Rutby Stern
known as “Miss Ruby”,
was the matriarch of Downtown Card
Sound. She was a familiar site to
travelers aocross Cord Sound bridge.

QORIGINAL LOCAL
ARTWORK BY

Z_/J; % ;;ﬂ Ll

PHOTOGRAPHY

305-451-7778

On the shirt back is Carol’s
image of Ruby Stern, matriarch
af Downtown Card Sound Road,
a place that doesn’t exist on any
map... yet was home to a
community of free spirits,
Sfishermen and independent
thinkers who took up residence
there. Located on the west side
of the road south of Alabama
Jack's, and the toll booth, the
shack was originally built by
warkers who constructed the toll
bridge around I968. In 1972
Ruby moved in and lived there
for 27 years. She'd sit on the
steps of her shack, with an old
Colt 44 daring anvone ro throw
her off the land. She stayed. Not
even the destructive forces of
hurricane Andrew and the
county's condemnation of the
shack could send her from her
spot on the bay on Card Sound.
She moved to a rrafler alongside
and lived there until 1999 when
she had 1o leave due 1o iflness,
and died at age 90,

Dress like a Florida Keys local and
be comfortable in the sun in our
DRI-FIT shirt designed by
Carol Ellis | Little Salt Photography

featuring original artwork of the

HISTORIC FISHING VILLAGE OF
DOWNTOWN CARD SOUND

SCAN CODE
WITH
YOUR

S—

SMART
PHOME

TO
PURCHASE

SPF 50, long sleeve fishing
performance shirtin
aqua, limeade and white
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‘Ouo Muse’ Art Collaboration now at the Islamorada Library

The Islamorada Library
invites the public to visit the
new Art Adventure titled
Duo Muse, a female art
collaboration, curated by
local Visual Artist Marcia
Brito, on display until April 3
at the Islamorada branch of
the Monroe County Public
Library (MM 82), during
Library hours.

A Pre Morada Way Art
Walk Event is scheduled on
Thursday, March 19, from
4-6pm. There will be a Meet
& Greet and exhibit tour with
the artists at 5 PM. Patrons
are welcome to leave their

cars parked at the Library lot
and walk to the Art Walk.
With a passion for sup-
porting the Fine Arts in the
Keys, Brito's goal in this
exhibit is to share her love
for the arts with young kids -
maybe future artists - who
frequent the library on a
regular basis and to beautify
the community with original
art. Paintings and photo-
graphs are on view. This is
the third exhibit that Brito
has curated at the Library.
Duo Muse has created a
beautiful, life-size mermaid
mural in the Community Room

Lighten Up!
1. A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.

2. I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island,
but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian.

3. She was only a whiskey maker, but he loved her still.

4. A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra
class because it was a weapon of math disruption.

5. The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a

little behind in his work.

6. No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still

be stationery.

7. A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was

cited for littering.

8. A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would
result in Linoleum Blownapart.

9. Two silk worms had a race.

They ended up in a tie.

10. A backward poet writes

inverse.

11 . When cannibals ate a
missionary, they got a
taste of religion.

12. Don't join cults:
Practice safe sects.

of the Library, and provided
templates of marine animals
for guests to cut, color and
affix to the mural.This
family-friendly interactive
activity is available through-
out the exhibit. To partici-
pate, ask for materials at the
front desk.

The collaborative exhibi-
tion presents the artworks of
Marcia Brito and Susan Kay
Holler side by side, creating
an open conversation between
two distinct yet complemen-
tary artistic practices, allow-
ing relationships to emerge
through visual proximity,

E‘"‘r “
[OWS 2026

thematic overlap, and contrast.
Brito and Holler have each
participated in numerous solo
and group exhibitions
throughout the Florida Keys
with sustained success. Both
artists maintain expansive
portfolios that span multiple
media and genres. This new
collaboration marks a new
chapter in their creative
work, uniting their distinct
voices in a shared visual
dialogue.
A smull collection of Brito’s
artworks is ulso avdiluble to the
public at Our Pluce in Paradise

gullery, 88711 Overseus Hwy in
Tavernier.

urple Tsles

January 21-April15 “Dive Into Art:
Stories from the Sea”
The History of Diving Museum MM 82.9

February 4-25 “Photography Exhibit”
Our Place in Paradise Gallery MM 88.7

February 18-March 30 “Judged Art Show”
Dolphin Life Hospital MM 82.7

February 28 - “Botanical Show”
Francis Tracy Garden Center MM 94

March 7-30 “Wildlife of the Keys”
Our Place in Paradise Gallery MM 88.7

Year-round Exhibits:
Tassell Building MM 91.5

Key Largo Chamber
of Commerce MM 106

=4 Scan QR Code for RECEPTION DATES 215 ~ izt
& visit www.agpi.us for more info - @ExzE#

1y
]
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Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

IF you wake up late - don't worry about it!
WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3pm DAILY e gl R
BLOODY MARYS SR R QPRISS Sundays 6pm

“Show Me the Moosebucks” Hours 11am - 11pm

Waterfront Dining * Indoors or Ourdoars Mondays 6=30Pm
Bingo

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!

(Members and Their Guests are Welcome) . . HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays lﬂ‘oﬁ% ;E:%?EE:{M : Tuesdays 6pm
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER . _ » DBSTER Rf-wisupitiytr ) “Show Me the Moosebucks” - -
Monday: Line Dandng Lessons 5pm (55 COSt) LOCALLY OWNED Eat inor take out kafaSt) ‘uywh & dﬂwyz 305-453-3746 » burzardsroostkeylorge.com - .Wedl.lQSda!]s 7Pm Kltc}?:; gptﬂelr(:hnaﬂg
Show Me the MOney— Fun card gamE! 630pm 99411 OVERSEAS HWY * FORMERLY DJ’S’ DINER 305_453_2660 o En:ﬁ::ﬂlgif.ﬂl;::u.ll::::“mu : Live Music & Queen of Hearts Full Mer

Thursdags 8pm Sun-Thurs 4-9pm
Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

\i Foll Facebook:
Fun Starts at 6 pm « Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm _ - 7 \( - ?/ Key(},;rlg;,ou(s):: M‘Zﬁie‘ﬁ’odge

We are a non-smoking facility

N N o to Miami PALO
Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays! Homestead & o
! s iy e KEY LARGO
Check out our Facebook page for details. gz S /Reef
. ‘ . \ 104.3
Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm 2 - 2 RN @l Orz.im
° o) @ Ue b
@I fﬁ !ﬁ me:“‘cs ©oa Do Y, °y Key Largo
Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion. = ° 9 : . § °
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 « fkelks1872@gmail.com < % g < COI\QT/?LHIEIJEEI?\ISI#‘E\KI%%IZRK
. " P
. . Honidas oy .2~ %" P s o s BAR TIKI FOOD
MM 92.6 Bayside « Tavernier « 305-852-1872 % y e NATIONAL MARTNE MM 98.8 Www.BEAMOOSE.oré 305-451-1333
*® SoF
Dy '/ Harry Harris coypn ar . . .
www.floridakeyselks1872.com i " "NTATIONKEY Pk UPPER KEYS mile marker 98.8 in the median
o L P
° KEY -
° o LIGNUM_ o 8 ; MNDLEY KEY a
- VHE _ /o/ UPPERMATECUMBEKEY Tavernier
e WrLSH V. 7 ,{@’ybgﬂfz
L9 Key State poy, o or® o LOWER Islamorada
@ o GRassy [ Y FIfES’yT" EcUme
. %’_ & &.%h N q'. N VAcA Key K 7 LONG key
K . 5 "‘//,/ @
ORCHY\ o S 8 Duck ey
o ° fUM'VIERLAND'.KEyg %? %o K OQ PIcEoN .g"" OTKEY A
AL ey }* 2L B i K ooz~ COcomyy
AN S AW e s
I ;s < P W oyt MIDDLE KEYS
3 "‘ogéfpf;r: 2y 33 5‘ oY arathon
Kaven ~ ff :’ SR S Wioe ey MRon &) © O
. i",é";"b"’/; SUARLOAF Big Pine Key
o OdMamtic Ocean
STock 1 LOWER KEYS
Key West S 0

Lo LTV
g Y
P

, Subscribe to the WTe&g&apﬂ

The Conch Republic _ .
TheConchTelegraph.co and gel yowv C’/I/b madl

COCONUT TELEGRAPH ' TheConchTeIegra:h@I;mail.:)m Just $(;Za yeyar and fﬁincludeyinser‘rs

Independently Owned Local Newspaper g M from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

b b = H
Waterfront Dining * Indoors or Ourdoors T h s 5 e : ca" Denlse at with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper
. I S pa Ce s 305_30 4_2 837 every month without having to go and find it.

 EEATIRNG * Fresh, Locol Seafood
TRE IV » Steaks & Ribs

. ond F . . .
; . M PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
mm Conch Chowder : A I bl A, . °
B ST TR > va I a e AT f0r rates 8 Inf() Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo
305-453-3746 » buzzordsroostkeylorge.com o N, %3 {3\ FL 33037. Don't forget to include your mailing address!

MM 106.5 Oceanside e 7
Fi 21 Garden Cove Dr. » Kaey Largo

WE LIKE COLORFUL!

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser,
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837
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Growing beautiful plants
in our Keys environment!

af the Key I.urgo Civic CIUb mile marker 99
Speakers, raffles, sales...

Orchid, Fern &
Bromeliad Society

Free and open to the public
_ KeysOrchidClub@gmail.com

Second Tuesday of each month.

2026
Schedule
 Janvary 13 June 9
\ February 10 July 14
March 10
April 14
May 12

August 11
September 8
November 10

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS

ReefHouse Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-988I

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises
Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

KEYS ADVENTURES

Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway
www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

NUM THAI RESTAURANT
o & SUSHI BAR

Mon. - Fri.
Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner 5:00 - 10:00

Sat. - Sun.
5:00 - 10:00

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM103 Bayside
(305) 451-5955

SAVE TIME...
ORDER ONLINE!

www.numthaiandsushi.com

* Deliveries Now Available for Online Orders

Introducing a stunning new book about wildlife
in the Upper Keys with stories as told by
and photographed by Carol Ellis

L AVAILABLE
T at Wynns Supermarket - Ocean Reef
? Shell World - MM 97.6 Key Largo
\u& Island Home Garden Center - MM 88.7 Plantation Key
and Amazon.com

March 2026 + The Coconut Telegraph -
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Key Largo Community Park: More Than a Playground

If you want to see where
Key Largo residents really
come together, you have to
visit the Key Largo Commu-
nity Park. This isn't just a
park; it's the heartbeat of
our town. This is where
you'll find our local families,
our sports teams, and our
friends all enjoying the
beautiful Keys weather. The
park is a testament to
Monroe County Parks and
Beaches Director, John
Allen's commitment to
providing a space for recre-
ation, relaxation, and con-
nection for people of all
ages.

Located at mile marker
99 oceanside, behind Wal-
greens, the park is a 14-
acre, well-equipped space
that has something for
everyone. Open from 7 a.m.
to 9 p.m. there is something
going on all day long.

For the sports enthusi-
asts, there are well-kept
baseball and soccer fields
that are always in use,
along with tennis and many
pickleball courts. The bas-
ketball courts are popular
spots for both organized
games and spontaneous
pick-up sessions. Kids have
their own dedicated play-
ground, a place where they

CRAE L BNV Y WU

can burn off some energy
and make new friends. For
those looking for a differ-
ent kind of activity, there's
a skateboard park that is a
favorite with our local
skaters and a great place to
watch some impressive
tricks. I often take a walk
on the perimeter-trail,
which is a perfect way to
get some exercise while
enjoying the park's vibrant
energy.

i ad i

And then there's the
Jacobs Aquatic Center, on
the north side of the com-
plex. In addition to the pool
facility and children's pool
and play area, JAC offers
summer break camps and
junior lifeguard training. It
is the home of the Orange
Bowl Swim Classic.

The Key Largo Commu-
nity Park is also a frequent
host for local festivals and
events that make our com-

Photo by Monroe Canﬂ'Pa‘lfl_('siéfBéé_gﬁ‘_es:

(LEA S LR "I'_ ..'._:‘-\..‘-L\_- J i

munity special. You'll find
things like local sports tour-
naments, school fundraisers,
and community cookouts.

The Fourth of July cel-
ebration and the Monroe
County Sheriffs Office's
Night Out are big ones with
events centered around the
park, bringing the whole
community together. It's a
place where we celebrate
our town, our friends, and
our neighbors.
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This Space
Available

oper Late!

522 Caribbean Drive  305.453.1905

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Live Music o Certified Mechanics
Featuring Fresh Local Fish Happy Hour Cvery Day * Exhaust Systems MINOR
Craft Beer e Brokes —8&—
Locals’ Favorite! On the Water Sports Headquarters MAJOR
e * Tune-Ups REPAIRS

(@ONTHE MAP) * Tire Sales & Repairs

| SHARKBITE GRILL
HEY LARGO

You Can Trust The Professionals at %

WHEATON'S
SERVICE CENTER
Quality Service Since 1972

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS, TRUCKS
§.U.V.s, VANS, TRAILERS & R.V.s

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

Call Denise at 305-304-2837
for rates & info

SERVING THE KEYS FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS
HUGE Selection Award Winning
of Stainless Fasteners Customer Service

Bath & Door Showroom  Pressure Treated Lumber

BUILDING MATERIALS - REBAR
PLUMBING « ELECTRICAL
LAWN & GARDEN « DRYWALL

Visit our New Boutique
Now Opm

Designer Lighting
Home Decor « Ceramic Pottery

305.451.0311 REESnoinmes

Mon- Fri: 7am-5pm . Sat: 7:30am-5pm « Sun: 9am-2pm
MM102.5 OCEANSIDE + Www.KLISHELL.coM [}

(© ON THE MAP )

LITTLE
BLACEWATER
SOUND

In Key Largo, we navigate by Mile Markers!
Look for the little green signsand

mile indicators on power poles g e
to find your way. SOUND
jahn-"l The Conch Republic

g Pennektimp COCONUT TELEGRAPH
| S, Highway Coral Reef

. Murray State Park RATES
= :T“‘“’ ke Gosermment {17 - KEY LARGO MAP PAGE

t arysfort
~ : " =ely ; Vertical:
@ el 2.5" wide x 4.5" tall
@ Foint of Interest $125 per month
¥ Dive Site Post Office Y tal
orizontal:

S Divetlreck & 4.6" wide x 2.75" tall
JP Swim with Dolphins o $150 per month

Bagnide

BUTTONWOOD

o Air Conditioning
¢ Coolant & Transmission Flushes
® Regular & Synthetic Oil Changes

BARNES
SOUND &
W

305-451-3500

MM 101.5 ¢ KEY LARGO

—ON THE MAP

Bottom Banner:
9.75" wide x 2.75" tall

High

<2 Restau

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3pm DAILY

rant

Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.
LOCALLY OWNED

BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 99411 OVERSEAS HWY * FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

305-453-2660

-© ON THE MAP
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March Events & Programs at Key Largo Branch Library

The Key Largo Branch of the Monroe Counhty Library System is hosting the following programs this month. All
programs are free unhd openh to the public. Program funding provided by the Friends of the Key Luargo Library und
the Floridu Keys Children’s Foundation Visit KeysLibraries.ory for books, streuming movies, ebooks, events und more.

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY -

March 3, 9am-12pm

SBDC Workshop: Plan Before
You Launch. Florida SBDC at FTU
consultants will provide resources
and 1-on-1 sessions 1 on how to
best launch their businesses.

Space is limited to 15; register:
https://floridasbdc.org/find/fiu/

March 3, 4pm - LEGO Club

Join in the LEGO Fun. Release
your imagination. Ages 6-12,
supplies provided.

March 4, 9am-12pm
1st Wednesday Plant Clinic

March 4, 4pm

Kids Art Club

Join in artistic expression by
releasing your creativity. Ages
6-12, supplies provided.

March 4, 6-7:30pm
Journaling
Explore and decompress through
journaling. See how it could fit
into your busy schedule. All ages.
Journaling supplies for in library
use will be available; introductory
journals provided.

March 5, 4pm

Artist Reception - Meet the
Artists and Instructors of the
Friends of KL Library “Paint With
the Masters” Series. Light
refreshments provided.

March 6, 6pm
1st Friday Concert -

The Kennedys
March 7, 9:30am-1pm
Florida Keys Quilter's Meeting

March 9, 9:30am-1:30pm
VITA Tax Preparation

March 9, 3:30-4:30pm
Author Talk & Book Signing -
Armagh To America: A Leap of
Faith with Mary Jo Gohman.

el VIONROE
WCOUNTY
PUBLIC LIBRARY

SPECIAL EVENTS

March 10, 2pm

Conch Shell Blowing Class
(Reg. Req. at bit.ly/keylargo-
library-events, limited to 15.)

March 10, 4pm
Leprechaun Hunt

Join in the fun with a special
scavenger hunt program. Can you
find the Leprechaun? Can you
catch him? Ages 6-12

March 11, 4pm
STEM Lab

March 16, 3:30-4:30pm
Author Talk & Book Signing -

The Resurrection of Mil with Jack

McCutcheon.

March 12, 2-4pm
Adult Craft

Intrigued by rock
painting? Join us

‘@
and create a piece

E T of "gold" all your

ownl Register online at
bit.ly/keylargo-library-events

March 13, 4-5:30pm

Gaming Groupies

Level up your gaming skills and
make memories at the Key Largo
Library! Connect with fellow
gamers as you compete in thrilling
tournaments. Non-stop action,
mind-bending puzzles, and unfor-
gettable multiplayer mayhem.
Ages 6-12.

March 14, 10:30am-12pm

Family Movie Event

Darby O'Gill & The

Little People 5 Pmite
March 17, 4pm

LEGO Club

Join in the LEGO Fun. Release
your imagination with a build of
your design. Ages 6-12, supplies
provided.

March 18, 4pm

Kids Art Club

Join in artistic expression by
releasing your creativity. Ages
6-12, supplies provided.

Check Onine for the latest info on

happenings at Key Largo Library!

March 18, 6-7:30pm
Journaling
Explore and decompress through
journaling. See how it could fit
into your busy schedule. All ages.
Journaling supplies provided.

March 19, 4-5pm
Teen Collab

March 24, 4pm
SLIME Society at the Library!
Ages 6-12, supplies provided.

March 25, 10:30am-12pm
Homeschool Meet Up

We might explore a topic, tag a
STEM concept or create an
artistic masterpiece! Stop in and
check it out.

March 25, 4pm 2 25 2
sTemLay  1ODEQ,;
March 26, 12:30pm

Book Club

Come on in and pick up this

month's book. Join in the conver-
sation!

March 27, 4-5:30pm

Gaming Groupies

Level up your gaming skills and
make memories at the Key Largo
Library! Connect with fellow
gamers as you compete in thrilling
tournaments. Non-stop action,
mind-bending puzzles, and unfor-
gettable multiplayer mayhem.
Ages 6-12.

March 28,

9:30am

Book Club

Come on in and

pick up this month's
book.

Join in the conversation!

March 31, 4pm

LEGO Club

Join in the LEGO Fun. Release
your imagination with a build of
your design. Ages 6-12, supplies
provided.

KeysLibraries.org/events

Facebook.com/KeyLargoLibrary
Instagram.com/KeyLargoLibrary

HOURS:
9-6 Mon,Tue, Thu, Fri
9-8 Wednesdays:
9-5 Sat

TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE

WEEKLY EVENTS

Saturday Story Time
10:30am **Bilingual Mar.7 & 21**
Dance, sing, and listen to stories
that will help young children
develop their English and Spanish.

Domino Club
Monday, 1pm All ages  .:°
are welcome to joinin = £ LD
the battle of ftiles.

Monday,1-3pm Creative Monday
(March 2,9, 16 only) Bring in a
current art project; work and
interact with other creative minds.

SICRLIIME)  Tuesday, 10:30am

gé" Story Time,
~*.—_  AgesO0-5
Tuesday, 4pm

Kids Activity

Wednesday, 1pm
Smoking Cessation, Keys AHEC

Domino Club

Wednesday, 1pm All ~
ages are welcome to
join in and battle tiles.

Thurs-

day, 10:30am
Story Time,
Ages 0-5

Thursday, 4pm
Kids Activity

Friday, 9:30am-1pm
Sit & Sew \\ [ / /

Bring in a sewing or

any fabric art project

to Sit & Sew and work with a
crafting community who under-
stands fabric and yarn habits!

COME TAKE A CLASS!

Scan the code to see the
complete schedule.
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BUSINESS IN THE KEYS

Adventise Henre

$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Key Largo Civic Club

= PANCAKE
BREAKFAST

Eggs, Bacon, Sausage,
Potatoes & Coffee

ONLY °8.00!

=)

="

1°t Saturday

of Every Month
Sept. - May

**8-10 A.M. »

For more info Greg 917-862-3979

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

Upper Keys '

Web Design

Website
Renovations

Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

E-Commerce 305.453.4281

Maintenance www.upperkeys.net

Inspirational Coach
Dr. Karen G

305-413-0963 call or text
Key Largo, Florida. 33037
Transforming your life by design, with discretion!
5100 per session/sliding scale

LUNCH $1 Sushi all the time!

il,\;\lor?gna) Special Dinner Menu
T starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

D|5N=‘I:R Lunch Specials from $5.95

(Every Day) Private Room Available

K
| 305 45 l 595 5 Voted Best Asian Food

numlargo@yahoo.com 15 years in a row.

| 103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

ﬁ [S Ca et 99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largc
7P (305)451-4460

Home Decorating Center

Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters

HunterDouglas &&

Waterproof Vinyl Plank- Custom Area Rugs

www.alscarpet.com

M MANNINGTON MOFAWK
L ) Flooring

Baautiful floars for the real warld
* And Manv more Brands in Our Showroom *

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804
bullffroggking@gmail.com

Upper Keys Sons & Daughters Of Italy

QW YvOY
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Key Largo Civic Club, 209 Ocean Bay Drive

\ Free Gr,
eC 3 o . @at
SP Pizza p"’ZeS

Great [talian Food available

Doors open 6PM, Bingo @7PM
***Must be 18 years of age to play***

For more info: Greg 917-862-3979

ST. \ND OUT!

Business Cand Ads!
$50 per month

W (4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)
P

Drop off check and biz card to

in the Tradewinds Plaza.

We’re excited to welcome
Erica Makar to the team!

Shear
Paradise

Hair Salon

VVVVVVVVVVVVV Eri
99353 OVERSEAS HWY « CEDAR ToWERS - KEY LARGO+ 305-451-7110

T|m Dressing

MUSIC FOR
ALL OCCASIONS

305.522.3982

www. timdressing.com

HELP WANTED
Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.
Applications always accepted.
Apply in person.
Open Wednesday - Sunday.

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE
HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

The Conch Republic

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

www.TheConchTelegraph.com
TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

lThe UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
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SWAP MEET

HOURS: 9am - 2rm - MM 98.8 KEY LARGO

Saturdays & Sundays

Antiques
Jewelry
Dive Gear
Orchids

Fishing Gear |

Holiday Items
and More

MOOSE

MM 98.8 Www.BEAMOOSE.ore 305-451-1333

N

J'\'{‘f__"

For info call 305-451-1333
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Coco'Nut’ Funnies

An Irish bloke goes to the doctor
and says, "Doctor, it's me arse,
I'd like you 1o take a look, if you
could?”

So the doctor gets him to drop
his pants and takes a look. “In-
credible,” he says, “There is a £20
note lodged up here”.

Tentatively he eases the twenty out
of the man’s bottom, only to see
another £10 note appear. “This

is amazing” exclaims the Doctor
“What do you want me to do?”

*Well for goodness sake take it
out” says Paddy.

So the doctor pulls out the tenner
and another twenty appears, and
another and another and so on...
Finally the last note comes out
and no more appear. "Ah Doctor,
thank ya kindly, That's much bet-
ter, how much is there then?”

The Doctor counts the pile of
cash. “£1990 exactly.

"Ah, that'd be right.” says Paddy
knew | wasn't feeling two grand.’

(Dake sure your Kilc 18
shorc enough co do a
Jig dbuc long enough
o hide your Luckg Charmsl

Dappy
St. Pacricks Oay

everyonel

The rainbow was on your
PraperTq, Mr. O'Toole, so
technically, you are responsible
for claiming the goid as

personal ian
T |

I've joineda’"w..,_.e-
dating servicey
for.people my age.

It's caﬂeﬂ.wl-“‘ ;
Carbon Dating.

v honor of my driving the gnakee
oub of Ireland, | begeech thee to

paint thycelvee green and vemit
1 the gtreete,

I

You know you're getting old in
the Keys when you pull your
left shoulder out of place
casting for tarpon in the
back country. And you pull
your right shoulder putting
BenGay on your left shoulder.

you even know

I've driven cross

country with my

wife, three kids
and a dog. |
know what a
hard drive is.

I don't think

what a hard
drive is.

Many people in

the Keys are against
political
picketing,
but they —
don't know g
how to 1‘
demonstrate it

I think the dog
wants to go
out.

Today’s SUVs are named for
exofic places. Places you never
9o, like the Dodge Durango or
GMC Sierra. There should e truth
in advertising. It should be the
Dodge Rush Hour or the GMC
Islamorada’s Too Far.

Mick decided to pay his
old mate Paddy a visit.

"Bejesus Paddy!" Said
Mick, greeted by a living
room full of chairs,
"Where did all these
frlggln% chairs come

rom?"

"Doctors waiting room,
"beamed Paddy . "Every
time | go there the
receptionist says, please
take a seat”

An airplane was about to
crash. There were 5 passen-
gers but only 4 parachutes.
The pilot announced of the
crash and immediately took
his own parachute. The 1st
passenger, a math genius,
said "41 am the smartest man
in American history, so my
people don't want me to die.”

He took the 1st pack and
jumped out of the plane. The
2nd passenger, a doctor,
said,"T've got to get to the
hospital. There are hundreds
of lives waiting to be saved
by mel”

The 3rd passenger, the po-
lice, said "I've got to get to
work too! The city's security
depends on me."” With that,
he too, took a parachute.

The 4th passenger , the Pope
, said to the 5th passenger,
a 10 year old schoolboy , "My
son, I am old and don't have
many years left , you have
more years ahead so I will
sacrifice my life and let you
have the last parachute.”

The little boy said ,* That's
okay, Your Holiness, there's
a parachute left for you. The
smartest man in America,
just jumped out of the plane
with my backpack.”

[EUENTUALLY, TAE BoX of OBSOLETE
CABLES GAINED (PNSCIOUSNESS |

It's true exercising helps
with decision making.

| went for a run this
morning and very quickly
decided to never do that
again.

(elebrating St. Patick’s E'ap]r 177
Me,no.. we're big Dr. Seusg fans

GET YOU

SHONGLES SHIT
__TODAY

MY HUSBAND ASKED
ME WHY | BOTHER
WATCHING COOKING
SHOWS WHEN | CANT
COOK. SO | ASKED HIM
WHY HE BOTHERED
WATCHING PORN.

What's the difference
between a
kleptomaniac and a
literalist?

The literalist takes
things literally.
The kleptomaniac
takes things, literally.

/S =
O )mi B 14

Last week. there wag a five
car Pile up on the Stretch,
heading nerth. Luckily ne one
was hurt and the guy in the
first car wag still able to
copiplete hi§ phene call.

Accidentally got decaf
coffee beans... or ag my
wife call§ them,

It's Dad! Hide the porn!
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Farmer John lived on a quiet
rural highway but as time went
by, the traffic built up and got
so heavy and fast that his free
range chickens were being run
over, at a rate of 3 to 6 a week.

So Farmer John called the lo-

cal police station to complain,
“You’ve got to do something
about all these people driving so
fast and killing all my chickens,”
he said to the local police officer.

“What do you want me to do?”
asked the policeman.

“I don’t care, just do something
about those crazy drivers!”

So the next day the policeman
had the Council erect sign that
said: SCHOOL CROSSING.

Three days later Farmer John
called and said, “You’ve still got to
do something about these drivers.
The ‘school crossing’ sign seems
to make them go even faster!”

So, they put up a new sign:
SLOW: CHILDREN AT PLAY.

That really sped them up. So
Farmer John called and said,
“Your signs are no good. Can I
put up my own sign?”

He said “Sure.” The phone calls
to the police station stopped, but
the officer, got curious, so he
called Farmer John, “How’s the
problem with the speeding driv-
ers. did you put up your sign?”

“Oh, sure did and not one
chicken has been killed.”

The policeman was really curi-
ous and thought hed better go
out and take a look at the sign.
He also thought the sign might
be something the police could
use elsewhere, to slow driv-
ers down.. So he drove out to
Farmer John’s house.

His jaw dropped the moment he
saw the sign. NUDIST COLO-
NY, Slow down and watch out
for chicks!’

. CALLING YOURSALF "D'poccum” W
. DORSN'T MAKR YU 1RISH, BOB. 8

If there was an award for
laziness, I'd send someone to
pick it up for me.

Your cat will arrive fully
assembled, but may need time
to expand after unboxing.

An Irishman walks into a
bar in Toronto and orders a
drink.

The bartender, noticing his
accent, asks him "What
brings you to Canada?"

The Irishman says "Well, |
was in a pub in Dublin and
the coaster under my glass
said 'Drink Canada Dry', so
| thought I'd give it a shot"

First of f, the mayor can't
tell you enough how much he
sinur::lﬂ regrets the LEAVE ALL
TRAFFLC LIGHTS ON GREEN
St. Patrick’s Day prometion.

Two parrots are sitting on
a perch, One turns to the

other and asks,
“do you smell fish?”
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RECLASSIFIED ADS
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00K for.the Mermaic at MM 82 Islamorade

Open 7 Days A Week
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

b, ,.,s. . : I FreSh SeafOOd Dai|y Happy Hour
Y S 4-6 pm
. __‘J Lo'call - :
WATERFRONTDINING (R ™
- 3 We'll Cook
Your Catch
Fishing Guides | 4 wellprinks
Available $1 off Bottle Beers
Amazing $1 off House Wines
Sunsets $3 Domestic Drafts
Pet Friendly $4 Craft Drafts

Jonathon Peter Pho

FOR SALE

Timeshare Week For Sale
Private Owner 715-466-4224
Florida Bay Club, Key Largo

www.flabayclub.com %Pete

BUYING

Buyers agent is buying

Vintage Costume Jewelry

Call & leave msg.
305-304-2837

VESSEL SAFETY

The USCG Auxiliary conducts
vessel safety checks at

Blackwater Sound Marina,
MM 103.8 Bayside, every third
Saturday of the month.Public
welcome. 305-998-8400

CLUBS

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern and
Bromeliad Society

meets the 2nd Tuesday of every
month at the Key Largo Civic
Club at 6:00pm.
Open to the public.
KeysOrchidClub@gmail.com

QUILTERS
Meet Florida Keys Quilters:
Fridays, come to "Sit and Sew"
KL Library 9:30-12:30

floridakeysquilters@gmail.com

THE KEY PLAYERS

Community Theater Group needs
volunteers to work behind the
scenes & audition for roles!
Check the website for
upcoming auditions and
productions:

thekeyplayers.org

e

|

Conch Characters / Around Town

-

Y
e

The month of February was full of art at the Key Largo Library with
over 70 pieces on exhibit. Locul artists David Bader and Marciu Brito
greeted the community ut u reception showiny their work.

First Friday Concert crowd at the KL Library enjoy their Coconut
Telegraphs while they wuait for the entertuinment to beyin.

WE A

. L =
=
Py

e

o [mauaE =

45th Annudl Islamorada Bartenders Sdilfish Open’s

Meet u few of the unimuls who ure currently uvdiluble for udoption
at the Key Lurgo Animul Shelter. If you ure interested in tuking ohe
of these udoruble furry friends home, stop by or cull. The Shelter is
locuted ut mile murker 106 Oceunside; phone 305-451-0088.

1st Pluce Teum Squdre Grouper.

Top Juhior Angler Connor Fespermun und teum Two
Reel in the Cheecu Lodye und Spu Presidentidl
Suilfish Tournament’s Gold Cup Suilfish Championship.

Islamoradu Fishing Club Cuaptdins’s Cup Suilfish
Tournument's 1st place teum Buck in Business.

Vdlerie Barth celebrating her
birthday at the Moose.
Cuke by Vicky Bakery.

Coco McKimm with hammerhead caught in the
3rd Annhual Keys Kids Sdilfish Tournament.

Top Kingfish winner Kim Kimbro on
Poppu Wahoo enjoys her victory
at Islamorada Women'’s Suilfish
Tournument hosted by Ludies,
Let’s Go Fishing.

Top ludy ungler und first fish Nicole Ellis with
winner Angelu Wolf, Wihn Wolf and Pusta; Capt,
Al Flutie Over the Hill Rip-Off Sdilfish Tournament,
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Hﬁppy HOH]’ 7 days e 4-6pm

& $4 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers
$1 off House Wines
: $3 Domestic Drafts
LA B= $4Craft Drafts
Us a great selection of low-priced munchies!
Up \ ) U
—r
i
{ g [
{| .
g '
T 1 o
- U I i
f?-.' , 44 %

.....'ir".r‘Ir ’ ! ﬂl i t'l . at
The Rockin' Magje of MICHAEL TRIXX

Most MONDAYS - WEDNESDAYS « FRIDAYS at Sunset

We have 32 world-ren
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

3 _
e

This Month’s Live Entertainment and Events at the Lorelei

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Honey Bee
Carousers Webb & Jade St 123
Webb & e, : Davidson | Webh & |Jadé otorm
, 5:30-9:30 Micah 5:30-9:30 : 5:30-9:30 Uncle
Davidson |— — oo . —| Davidson [ — . :
550930 | Michael Trixx| > Michael Trixx| 530930 | Michael Trixe|  RicO
@Sunset @Sunset @Sunset 5:30-9:30
g Twechavces |9 10 f, 12 13 14 Devin
Honey Bee 12:3 ebb & o di -
oney Bee Carou§ers Leah Davidson | Webh g | Shindig Spagl_glng
Webb & 5:30-9:30 Sutter 5:30-0:30 Davidson 5:30-9:30
Davidson | Michael Trixx| 5:30-9:30 | Michael Trixx| 5.30.0.50 | Michael Trixx DropOuts
5:30-9:30 @Sunset @Sunset o @Sunset 5:30-9:30
15 16 17 18W b & 19 20 21
Micah 123 | Carousers e Uncle Rico | Johin Ciull
530930 | Micah | Davidson VVebb & 5:309:30 =
Webb & o 5:30.9:30 5309:30 | Davidson o f
Davidson |Michael Trixx| i x| 530930 | Michael Trixy| Brotherso
5:30-9:30 @Sunset M'c@hgﬁrl,sTert'xx @Sunset | Others 5:30-9:30
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Vet EOvard | Carousers | Steye Dvgsit:igg‘n Webb & | Surprise Guest | Rob Garza f23
Webb & 1 #0930 | Vinini 5:309:30 | Bellamy 309301 Abstract
Davidson |Michael Trix| 530930 | Michael Trixx| 590930 | Michael Trixx| Radio
5:30-9:30 @Sunset @Sunset @Sunset 5:30-9:30
= . * "SUNDAY SCHOOL"
Micah 12-
P | Carousers | |gg 51 Bloody Morys. Mimosas
Dwe'lzjb & i E;Ssl;t;il(; & Serewdrivers
avidson | Michael Trixx| 5:30:
e @sunse! A every Sunday, 7 to 11 am




