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Pocket Lent — A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn

My buddy's birthday was
coming up and he had decided
to party pretty hard. We'll

call him Charles for this post.

Charles wanted to get a
1/4 ounce of the pink flake
that had been going around
for a buck fifty a g(ram).

He also wanted to get a
QP (1/4 pound) of weed to go
with the keg of beer. He
wanted the GOOD stuff.

You see, every now and
then, this lime green bud
with red hairs, no seeds
(sinsemilla) and a great high
would come to fown very
much like the song Panama
Red...

Maybe some hallucinogen-
ics if we could find any, be it
mushroom, cacti or bathtub
variety.

He had scrimped and
saved for pert near two
months, working overtime,
bringing his lunch instead of
eating off the food truck
twice a day, staying out of
the bars...

As my dad would say,
"Shit in one hand and want in
the other and see which hand
fills up quickest."

As the big weekend
approached, things were
looking grim. Charles's girl
dumped him, he forgot to put
a deposit down on the keg
and he got laid of f on his
actual birthday.

A lot of guys would've
just skipped to bourbon and
beer chasers at home to lick
the wounds and regroup; Not
my boy. His way of collecting
his thoughts were by throw-
ing his fists. In Tite-ass-
ville, there was no shortage
of people to oblige.

His mom bailed him out
Thursday afternoon and we
smoked the pinner (small
marijuana cigarette about
the size of a toothpick) he
had managed to conceal

through the entire search
when he was processed into
jail. His mom was so proud.
She called us a "bunch of
inmates.”

Determined not to let a
little setback like getting
arrested kill the festivities,
we spent the rest of the
night in search of anything
and everything in banned
substances. When I got
home, strolled in at sunrise
to get ready for work, we
had not succeeded in our
quest for party favors.

My freshly unemployed
friend continued the search
while I was attempting to

work a day job and be normal.

I managed to score an
ounce of Mexican brown
weed from a guy at work, it
was seedy and full of stems
but it was crumbly dry too.
Looked like dirt when it was
crushed up and cleaned. A
hundred bucks for $25
worth of weed... supply and
demand during "Just Say
No."

Charles stopped by my
work on the afternoon break
and we smoked some of my
mediocre weed and he furned
me on to a few lines of what
was probably baby laxative
and benzocaine he had found
somewhere while he was out
day drinking around fown in
search of said party favors.

We were going to meet
up later at another buddy's
auto body shop in Mims, a.k.a
the lonely hearts club-
Where the recently
divorced/dumped gathered
o drink cheap beer by the
case, whatever was on sale;
Old Milwaukee, Stroh's,
Natural, Black Label..$4.99 a
case! Can't get a six pack of
soda for that these days!

At any rate, the cheapest
beer in town was at the old
Majik Market, which used to
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be one of the pricier places,
ironically, the Indian-owned,
Discount Beverage. The whole
family worked the store.

They were willing to sell
rolling papers when the cor-
porate chains stopped selling
them to do their part for the
war on drugs - Just Say No!
D.AR.E to be different!

They were lax on IDs so
parents could send in their
barefoot kids with black feet
to buy beer and cigarettes
along with a sugary treat for
themselves; no harm, no foul.

Charles had managed to
find an 8 ball (3.5 grams- 1/8
of an ounce; don't judge, it's
the only math I know) of
of f-the-brick blow (right of f
the kilo, not stepped on, cut
with Ajax or baby powder)
and stopped in at the cheap
beer store which was quite
busy with all the nearby
Mims residents stocking up
for the weekend.

He made his way to the
front of the line lugging his
two fwelve packs and as he
reached in his pocket to grab
his wad of cash, unbeknownst
to him, the contraband fell
out of his pocket.

He was counting out his
money to the clerk, looking
forward to an evening of cold
beers and cocaine, when the
guy behind him said, "You
dropped this."

My friend figured he
dropped some cash so he
turned around to thank the
guy and it furned out to be a
Brevard County deputy,
holding that little baggie of
white powder.

Charles's throat dropped
into his stomach, his butthole
puckered up tight - not even
dark yet on Friday night and
he's going to jail, goddammit,
man. Hadn't even had fime to
crush it up in the grinder and
do a blast...

Luke Sommer
Glennis a
local
entertainer
and Conch
Character.

For more info:
www.lukesommerglenn.com

In the meantime, all of us
at the Home for Broken
Hearted Suckers drank our
beers and smoked some of
the worst pot ever, figuring
our friend must've recon-
nected with his ex and was
toe to toe by now. His girl
always seemed to show up
shortly after the cocaine
did...

There was no Sheriff's
web page back then so we
didn't hear about his troubles
until Monday, after his
mother picked him up from
jail. Somehow, in her mind, it
was our fault.

I was just giving him a
ride to pick his truck up from
the impound lot but I had to
listen to the lecture about
leading her son astray, being
a bad influence. "He was
effed up when I met him so
this has more to do with you
than me,"” was my response.

"Birds of a feather,” my
mother called it. "Dumb ol’
boys, burning off testoster-
one."

That was her way of
saying that we weren't get-
ting any, because whenever
one of us had a girlfriend,
the rest of us wouldn't see
him around until the relation-
ship soured, then it was back
to the Lonely Hearts and
Auto Shop, to pass the time
drinking beer, smoking pot
and talking about the crazy
women in our lives.

Peace and Love!

Bve
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Critters articles are inspired by the
photographs I've taken, or photos I will
take when prompted by the editor, as is
with this story about the Mourning
Dove.

The editor sent me a Facebook post
illustrated with a beautiful Mourning
Dove... and the caption had "Keys"
written all over it... "this bird thrives
with basic amenities such as gravel
driveways and shallow water.” That
crunchy coral rock driveway is actually
health food, as the doves need to
swallow small stones to help them grind
up the seeds in their gizzard.

T looked in my library, and I didn't have
pictures, probably because these doves
were so common, I overlooked them.

No problem, they are always in my yard.

v ine Ve aise a SIX bro
Mourning doves can raise up to SiX broods
per year in warm climates! Their nests are

bottom, yet these amazing birds thrive
with just basic yard features like gravel

This challenge from my editor turned intfo u
seurch for un elusive dove.

__MourhinQiD@‘ve by‘qqror Elis
N AT

W
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In just a few minutes I had obtained

photos for the article. T uploaded them

to the website iNaturalist, a site where
I load my nature photos for positive
identification. The online community
responded within a day, identifying my
dove as "Eurasian-Collared Dove."
(Streptopelia decaocto) or ECD.

After more research I learned that
aside from their coloration and
markings, they had different, but
similar calls. T was incorrect in thinking
the koo-KOO-koo call was of the
Mourning Dove. But no!l The
koo-KOO-koo is of the ECD, and is
shorter and more frequent than the
Mourning Dove's call of coo-AHH,
c00-c00-coo which comes from the male
sitting on his “cooing perch” letting
females know he is available.

The ECD species name “decaocto”
comes from Greek mythology. Decaocto
was a servant girl fransformed by the
Gods into a dove, to escape her
dreadful freatment; the dove's
mournful cry references her former
life.

Obtaining photos of the Mourning Dove
(Zenaida macroura) was becoming a
greater challenge. Each time I'd
venture out, I'd return with more ECD
photos. I was beginning to think the
Mourning Dove did not exist. A birder
told me that ECD definitely outnumber

The Mourning Dove has a long tail,and a
head that looks small in comparison to its
plump body.

The Eurasian Collared Dove is slightly larger,
has a shorter, squared off tail, and a distinct
black half-ring on the back of its neck.

A learning moment... I thought the ECD
were Mourning Doves.

ECD have plump bodies, small heads,
long tails and pale, chalky, grayish-tan
feathers. The ECD gets its name from
the half round black collar on the back
of its neck. Mourning Doves have a long
pointed tail with white outer feathers;
they have a fleck of black markings on
their wings and are a warmer,
pinkish-brown.

the Mourning Doves, but to look at the
power lines or maybe construction sites
to find them foraging on the ground.

After several days of hunting I finally
spotted a few Mourning Doves in my
yard. The Mourning Doves were under
the bird feeder, cleaning up the seeds
dropped there. Doves are the perfect
clean-up crew. While the Cardinals
and Blue Jays are careless feeders,
allowing seeds to drop, the doves are

Mourning Dove... coNTINUED - Photos by Carol Ellis.

-

L o+

uh old uvocudo tree.

content to forage on the ground
below.

A few more Mourning Doves were
spotted on the loose brown mulch; their
coloration made them blend in very well.
They were very skittish, kept their
distance and took flight when I got too
close, but luckily I got some photos.

The ECD are invasive and becoming
more common. The ECD have come a
long way from their origin in India
around 1600; from there they migrated
to Turkey, and by 1945 had made it to
Germany. By 1955 they had spread to
England and most of Europe. The ECD
population here stems from a 1970
Bahamian pet shop escape of about 50
doves. They made their way to Florida
around 1980, and with up to six broods
a year, they rapidly colonized North

Mourniny Doves huve fleck of bluck
markings on their wings and dare u
warmer, pinkish-brown.

Eurasiaun collared doves blend in with deud branches, und find safety in

You will often see Mourhing Doves
gruzing on the gyround for seed. Above,
on the loose brown mulch their
colorution mude them blend in very well.

The Eurusiun collured dove ure u pule,
grayish tan,
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CAROL ELLIS hus
lived in South Floridu
her entire life und
Key Largo for over
40 yeurs.

Currently a Muster
Gurdener volunteer,
Curol hus u degree in
Journdlism from the
University of Floridu
and is the resident
photographer /drtist
ut Oceun Reef Club.

Eurusian collured dove.

America. They have adapted very well
to living among people, and are easy to
spot if you take the time to look.

This story is important fo tell because
it points to the level of awareness and
appreciation we have as humans for the
natural world. Think of what happens
when you go outside with awareness:
Step number one, you hear something
or see movement in the brush. Step
two, you try to identify it.. it is
something small, what color is it? .. a
lizard? or is it a bird? Step three... you
ask what is it doing? Is it feeding? It
is eating a worm? What kind of worm....
And so forth. We all lie on some part
of the “curiosity spectrum.” Now when
I hear a dove, I am trying to decide if
it is koo-KOO-koo (ECD) or coo-AHH,
co00-coo0-coo (Mourning Dove). And to
make life interesting we also have
White-winged Doves, the Common
Ground Dove, and White Crowned
Pigeons in our area.

In time, as we get to explore more in
nature, we become more knowledgeable.
It all starts with appreciation, active
observing, or even a challenge.
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We're not just Realtors®.. we're also your neighbors!

— L
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759 Michael Drive, Key Largo
Unique artists retreat, a visual masterpiece of calm
and serenity. Herb garden, water cistern and outdoor

shower. Water views from screened porch. There's

80 Le Grand Drive, Key Largo

Beautiful CBS Home in Pirates Cove. $4k OFFER OF
CREDIT TOWARDS CLOSING COSTS. Community
features private boat ramp and clubhouse (voluntary
HOA $250/yr.). Built in 2017, this 1292 sq fthome has ~ room for 2 cars, your boat and a golf cart. Enter

living space on ground level, bedrooms up. Impact inside to a beautifully transformed artistic
window/doors, metal roof, and bright/airy open interiorfull of of color. Recent plumbing updates in
concept layout. Primary and secondary bedrooms each  bathrooms and kitchen, a tank less water heater and
offer en suite baths. Plus a full bath on the main level. more. Needs no updates or work to be done. Walk or
Easy walk to the beach; close to restaurants and stores.  ride your bike to many locations.

—

435 Collins Street, Key Largo  FOR LEASE
Cozy 1BR/1BA downstairs rental in the desirable
South Creek Village community. Well maintained
with private entrance, bright living space, and

THE WASMUND TEAM

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE

1008 Adams Drive, Key Largo
Build your single family home on this property in a
sought-after, popular neighborhood. Oversized lot -
leading directly out to the bay front.

Wendylves  Jane Wasmund — R :
BROKER ASSOCIATE BROKER AsSOCIATE ADVANCE REALTY
305-394-1376 305-451-7704 = LR AR BT
GRI CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 98880 OVERSEAS HWY

keylargowendy1@bellsouth.net * janewasmund@bellsouth.net MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE
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ENDANGERED AND THREATENED
» SEATURTLES NEST
ON OUR BEACHES
FROM MAY TO OCTOBER

Sea turtles are drawn to light
which may cause them to
become disoriented and die.

YOU CAN HELP PROTECT THEM

Use only red light emitting flashlights on or near the beach

Do not shine lights on or take flash photos of sea turtles

If you see one on the beach please stay well back and don't touch or disturb it
When you leave the beach fill in holes that might trap adult or baby sea turtles
Turn off any lights visible on the beach and close your blinds

. FREE Healthy Frozen Meals!  |.

NOT A PATIENT? NO PROBLEM!
Open to ALL Florida Keys residents.
Marathon Office: Tuesdays, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Tavernier Office: Monday-Friday, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM

Take home up to 5 meals per family member
No paperwork required

Foundation

\ 8% jHealth  sOs. * 3
J 'F"““d"t"‘“ (STN8] 000 neattn clinic | f‘k

The UPS Store @

UPS, USPS, Shipping & Stamps 101425 Overseas Hwy

Personal & Business Mailbox Rental FUGGERIEAUVILIPERLV VA
Key Largo, FL 33037

Amazon & “Happy Returns”
Dropoff Center
Wide Format Printing & Copying

Notary & Fingerprinting :
by appt. only M-F 10am-4pm L
OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday-Friday 7:30am—6pm e Saturday 9am-2:30pm

305.453.4877

fax: 305.453.4878
store4181@theupsstore.com
r
I $5 OFF ANY SERVICE
Excluding Notary & Fingerprinting 1
o

Spring Cleaning?
Snowbird Migrating North?

,/
]

If you have bookshelves burdened
with bountiful books

why not bring a boxful to the
Donation Desk of the

Friends of the

Key Largo Library

Turn your book donation into
funds for programs & niceties
for the Key Largo Branch

Your Donations are Appreciated!

= &

With Age Comes Wisdom

| took my suit to the cleaners, who wanted to charge me $40,s0 |
gave it to the charity shop next door.They cleaned and pressed
itand put it in the window. | bought it back for $15

My wife and | decided to never go to bed angry. We've been
awake since Tuesday.

Someone just gave me half a peace sign. Weird.

My wife said: "That's the 4th time you've gone back for dessert!
Aren't you embarassed?" | said: "No, | keep telling them it's for you."

She said she missed me.That would be good but she's reloading.

My wife and | started role-playing in the bedroom. Her favorite is
The Sexy Librarian where | sit quietly while she reads a book.

Being old is when you don't care where your spouse goes, just
as long as you don't have to go too.

I now know how it will all end for me, one of my kids will unplug
my life support to charge their phone.

At a wedding reception, someone yelled: "All married people
please stand next to the one person that has made your life
worth living." The bartender was almost crushed to death.

I met my wife at a singles night.| was surprised because |
thought she was home with the kids.

| want someone | can share my entire life with who will leave me
alone most of the time.
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Artist of the Month: She Paints Music: Kathy Sperl-Bell -, «cn s

"There were no art
classes offered in the schools
I attended, none at alll When
I moved to New York City at
17, I was exposed to so much
art, music, and dance that
have absolutely influenced me
today."

Art was not her first
language. In 2017, while
visiting an artist friend,
Becky Steele, Sperl-Bell was
encouraged to take up a blank
canvas, a few brushes, and
acrylic paints. That experi-
ment became her first paint-
ing. But it wasn't until five
years later that she tried
painting again.

It was her husband's
dream to live in the Florida
Keys: in fact, he told her on
their first date they would
eventually live herel So,
after several careers, includ-
ing travel, technology, and

Gettin' Downh - Inspired by NYC clubs
for Juzz und Blues feuturing groups
like The Modern Juzz Quurtet, Mose
Allison, Quicy Jonhes, und so muny
more. Buss und the Suxophone dure
two of Kathy's favorite instruments.

Rock On! - Music is always playing in
the studio, und between strokes, the
artist may be found duncing uand
singing. Honoruble Mention in Mixed
Mediu ut the AGPI Judged Show in
2024,

& LT
(T 17 [

Wedring one of her art-inspired fushion pieces, Sperl-Bell creutes interest in her work at Art Under the Ouks,
the Cordl Isles Winterfest, und Island Fest,

real estate, they relocated.

Once in the Keys, at the
age of 74, she began to
attend some local art classes.
Her art friends introduced
Sperl-Bell to online art
classes. When the time is
right - things just clickl

Pieces of Me Here and There -
Before creuting this mixed
mediu piece, the artist wus
stuck, uffected by dll the
turmoil in the world over the
pust few yedars. Findlly, it came
toyether uand she felt better
when it wus finished. It sold
yuickly to a womaun who wus
feeling the same kind of stress.
When she saw it, she had to
have if!

Sisternood of Survivors - Inspired
by stories of Keys women high-
lighting the power of femule
friendships.

She joined the Art Guild
of the Purple Isles in 2023.
"Everyone was so welcoming; I
never expected that! Since Um Sossion - Incuired by clubs |

, - ) u _
then,Tve particpated inmany L S s oyl
of their sponsored shows. ington, DC. Great music!

Then Sperl-Bell discov-
ered Le Galeriste, a company
in Montreal that turns art
into beautiful clothing. The
unique items can be pur-
chased online, at shows or at
a local gallery, where many
pieces are displayed right
next to her artwork.

When she is not painting,
she is probably playing pickle-
ball. When not on the rock,
she and her husband travel in
an RV through the U.S. and
Canada. Music and art travel
with them.

You can see her art on
www.kathysperl-bell.com, and
ArtWear can be ordered at s ' 7
www.legaleriste.com/en/art. agfrgvb'\?v’eeg;'nguft‘g;‘%’ne:'igi”e'smy

by .ksb. creuted with original art work.
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MOMS NOW vs. MOMS THEN:

KNOW THE LAW:

\ , "Say that again and
frhat worc! > I'll wash your mouth ELECTRIC DI RT B I KES
inappropriate. ; " —
out with soap.
"Good job tryingone | "You'll eat what | make, | They are NOT street legal.
bite of the dinner | whether you like it or L
made. Now you can not. There are starving = Ty B8 frosd vehics
have Mac & Cheese." | children in the world." <2+ Not eligible for registration
SN - Notequipped with aperahlg pedals
"| can see you're upset. |"You better stop crying i E:ﬁﬂ;“;ﬁiﬁﬁ;‘fﬂiﬁ: e
Take a deep breath or I'll REALLY give you -
" . " E-dirt bikes not allowed: Consequences
and use your words. something to cry about. ~ Roadways + Riders may be cited
» Sidewalks » Vehicle impoundment
" ' « B » Possi {mi
vttt [ortogron W B

+ Public rights-of-wa
¢ Y For additional information

regarding electric motorized devices,
please scan the QR code:

Take your bike. Be

drive you. Text me when | home before dark "

you need a ride back.”

"Take a brown bag with
a bologna sandwich on
Wonder Bread. Grab a
| Twinkie and a Hawaiian
| Punch too."

"| packed your bento box
with almond butter on
whole grain, kale chips,
and an organic smoothie."

M's Cack!
Sunday Brunch
11 AM to 2 PM H

Complimentary Glass of Champagne,
Mimosa or Bloody Mary with each Entrée

Voes yourn ghoup need an lrocals Day
ain conditioned place (o lunch o dinner?  Wednesday
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE! Call us! “We can accommodate 12NB$¢=Zr§ :
HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm goups of, up to 75 peple! ‘;u" Wi Feed the fish!
LIVE MUSIC - Friday 5:30-8:30, Saturday 5-9 seLEcTion KID & PET FRIENDLY!

LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday
for your discount and rewards

SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER 0'!'&:2{39

A

Grouper Sandwich P&E Shrimp Stuffed Avocado Kung Pao Bowl!

Tuna Nachos

FiDip
WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

Pilot House Restaurant & Marina « 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 « info@pilothousemarina.com e https://www.pilothousemarina.com

Garden snakes also known as
garter snakes can be fatal
Yes, grass snakes, not rattle-
snakes. Here's why:

A couple in Sweetwater,
Texas, had a lot of potted
plants. During last winter’s cold
spell, the wife was bringing
some of them indoors to pro-
tect them from the freeze.

It turned out that a little
green garden grass snake was
hidden in one of the plants.
Once it had warmed up, it
slithered out and the wife saw
it go under the sofa.

She let out a very loud scream.

The husband (who was taking a
shower) ran out into the living
room naked fo see what the
problem was. She told him
there was a snake under the
sofa.

He got down on the floor on
his hands and knees to look for
it. About that time the family
dog came and cold-nosed him
on the behind. He thought the
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Garden Snakes Can Be Fatal!

shake had bitten him, so he
screamed and fell over on the
floor.

His wife thought he had had a
heart attack, so she covered
him up, told him to lie still and
called an ambulance.

The attendants rushed in,
would not listen to his pro-
tests, loaded him on the
stretcher, and started carry-
ing him out.

About that time, the snake
came out from under the sofa
and the EMT saw it and
dropped his end of the
stretcher. That's when the
man broke his leg and why he
is still in the hospital.

The wife still had the problem
of the snake in the house, so
she called on a neighbor who
volunteered to capture the
snake. He armed himself with

PILyXT
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Thursday 5/14

$40 Per Painter

All Skill Levels Welcome

5:30pm

Mermaid Tail Buo

Paint your own tropical

% All supplies and instructions included

* Perfect for Date Nights,Birthdays,
Bachelorette Parties Family Reunions,
Girls Nights

Mermaid Tail Buoy string
made from lobster pot
buoys and a mermaid

swishy tail!

WEBSITE:; EtarﬁshDesigEnsFL.net

& 1) TEXT. 239.281.6011 E4
LINK: Scan the GR Code gﬁ

* RS.VP.x

[Click: Events Tabs)

a rolled-up newspaper and
began poking under the couch.
Eventually, he decided it must
be gone and told the woman,
who sat down on the sofa in
relief.

But while relaxing, her hand
dangled in between the cush-
ions, where she felt the snake
wriggling around. She
screamed and fainted, the
shake rushed back under the
sofa.

The neighbor man, seeing her
lying there passed ouft, tried to
use CPR to revive her.

The neighbor's wife, who had
just returned from shopping at
the grocery store, saw her
husband's mouth on the
woman's mouth and slammed
her husband in the back of the
head with a bag of canned
goods, knocking him out and
cutting his scalp to a point
where it needed stitches.

The noise woke the woman
from her dead faint and she
saw her neighbor lying on the
floor with his wife bending
over him, so she assumed that
the snake had bitten him. She
went fo the kitchen and got a
small bottle of whiskey, and
began pouring it down the
man's throat.

By now, the police had arrived.
Breathe here...

They saw the unconscious man,
smelled the whiskey, and
assumed that a drunken fight
had occurred. They were about
to arrest them all, while the
women tried o explain how it
all happened over a little
garden snakel!

The police called an ambulance,
which took away the neighbor
and his sobbing wife.

Now, the little snake again
crawled out from under the

sofa and one of the policemen
drew his gun and fired at it.
He missed the snake and hit
the leg of the end table. The
table fell over, the lamp on it
shattered and, as the bulb
broke, it started a fire in the
drapes.

The other policeman tried to
beat out the flames, and fell
through the window into the
yard on top of the family dog
who, startled, jumped out and
raced into the street, where
an oncoming car swerved to
avoid it and smashed into the
parked police car.

Meanwhile, neighbors saw the
burning drapes and called in
the fire department. The
firemen had started raising
the fire ladder when they
were halfway down the street.
The rising ladder tore out the
overhead wires, put out the
power, and disconnected the
telephones in a ten-square city
block area (but they did get
the house fire out).

Time passed! Both men were
discharged from the hospital,
the house was repaired, the
dog came home, the police
acquired a new car and all was
right with their world.

A while later they were watch-
ing TV and the weatherman
announced a cold snap for that
night. The wife asked her
husband if he thought they
should bring in their plants for
the night.

And that's when he shot her.
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The rhythm of drumming is easy for our bodies to take in
as was the rhythm of our mother's heartbeat.

That rhythm renews us is no
secret. Drumming is the
oldest form of music on the
planet. Virtually every culture
that exists or has existed on
earth has practiced some
form of drumming. In Africa,
the beating of a drum contin-
ues fo be an important part
of significant ceremonies and
holiday celebrations.

Native American cultures use
drumming as a means to
reconnect an individual's
mental and physical selves.
Throughout history, drum-
ming has been a part of
performing rituals, marking
significant transitions, and
celebrating life's cycles. Our
lives are infused with rhythm
beginning at the very moment
we first sense our mother's
heartbeat in her womb.

All manner of drumming has
the ability to put us in fouch
with our own natural
rhythms, the rhythms of the
earth, and the rhythms of
the people we choose to drum
with. The drum can represent
the heart, and drumming
awakens the mind while
stirring the soul. Drumming
can take you to a place deep
inside you where you are
keenly aware of your mind
and your body, as well as the
vital bond between the two.

Much like human beings,
each drum has its own vibra-
tion and voice. Drumming
alone can help you release
tension, dispel stress and
aggressive feelings, and
restore your energy. It can
also give you an opportunity
to reestablish your connec-
tion to Mother Earth, as the
beat of a drum can repre-
sent a crack of lightning,
pounding ocean waves, or
the tumult of an earthquake.

Drumming with others
brings with it many benefits.
Taking part in a drumming
circle attunes us to the
invisible energy that exists
between us while uniting us
in a common purpose. Drum-
ming can be relaxing as well
as energizing. It quiets
mental chatter and can
create a peaceful medita-
tive state. In Navajo lore,
the drum is the Great
Spirit's favorite instrument.
It is said that this is why all
human beings were given a
heartbeat. The rhythmic
beating of a drum can move
us into new realms of con-
sciousness. There is no right
or wrong way o drum, and
everyone has the innate
ability to create rhythm.
When you drum with inten-
tion, you'll discover the
rhythms that move you.

On the shirt back is Carol’s
image of Ruby Stern, matriarch
af Downtown Card Sound Road,
a place that doesn't exist on any
map... yet was home to a
community of free spirits,
fishermen and independent
thinkers who took up residence
there. Located on the west side
of the road south of Alabama
Juck's, and the 1oll booth, the
shack was originally built by
workers who constructed the roll
bridge around I968. In 1972
Ruby moved in and lived there
for 27 vears. She’d sit on the
steps of her shack, with an old
Ruby Stern Colt 44 daring anvone ro throw
her off the land. She staved. Not
even the destructive forces of
hurricane Andrew and the
county's condemnation of the
shack could send her from her
spot on the bay on Card Sound.
| / I :_’ ¥ & f / 7 .. She moved to a trailer alongside
L_Tie e AAXT WW and lived there until 1999 when

1] ]
PHOTOGRAPHY

305-451-7778

known as “Miss Ruby”,
was the matriarch of Downtown Card
Sound. She was a familiar site to
travelers aocross Cord Sound bridge.

ORIGINAL LOCAL
ARTWORK BY

she had 1o leave due 1o illness,
and died at age 90,

Dress like a Florida Keys local and
be comfortable in the sun in our
DRI-FIT shirt designed by
Carol Ellis | Little Salt Photography

featuring original artwork of the

HISTORIC FISHING VILLAGE OF
DOWNTOWN CARD SOUND

SCAN CODE
WITH

YOUR
SMART SPF 50, long sleeve fishing
PHONE performance shirt in
10 aqua, limeade and white
PURCHASE

When you think of Key
Largo, you might think of
coral reefs and fishing, but
we also have a a truly spe-
cial place on land: Crocodile
Lake National Wildlife
Refuge, located about two
miles north on Card Sound
Road.

Established in 1980, this
Refuge was created to
protect the critical breed-
ing and nesting habitat for
the endangered American
crocodile, a species that is
vital to our ecosystem.
Spanning over 6,700 acres,
including open water and
land, the Refuge is a testa-
ment to our commitment to
preserving the unique and
fragile environment of the
Keys.

While the part of the
Refuge that is the nesting
grounds is generally closed
to the public to protect the
sensitive habitats within,
there's an interesting public
visitor station that offers a
wonderful glimpse into this
sheltered world.

And at that visitor sta-
tion, you'll find one of the
most delightful surprises in

Schuus Butterflies have few habituts, They cun be found ut the Croco-
dile Lukes location.
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The Secret World of Crocodile Lake National Wildlife Refuge

by Karen Beul

the Upper Keys: the butter-
fly garden. This isn't justa ~—
small patch of flowers; it's a
dedicated sanctuary
designed to attract and
support a variety of butter-
fly species, including the
rare Schaus swallowtail
butterfly. As you walk
through the garden, you'll be
surrounded by vibrant flow-
ers and lush native green- .
ery, all carefully chosento = ' - AR SRR

Pf‘OVide food and shelter for The butterfly garden and visitor station provide a perfect window into
these beautiful insects. this hidden world, offering u peuceful und beuutiful experience that's

It's a perfect spot fora ¢ little off the beuten puth
leisurely stroll or some quiet T s -
contemplation. Kids abso-
lutely love it, and it's a
fantastic educational oppor-
tunity for the whole family
to learn about the butterfly
lifecycle and the importance
of native plants.

The refuge and its sur-
rounding area host occa-
sional educational events,
especially during National
Wildlife Refuge Week, the
second week of October.
These events, which might
include bird walks or lec-
tures, are a great way to
learn more about the wild-
life and conservation

“Photo: Floridahikes.com
i

efforts in our area.

The Refuge is a sanctu-
ary for migratory birds, and
it's a popular spot for bird-
watching and photography,
too. It's a reminder that the

Keys are home to more than

just our marine life; our land ~ * Community Butterfly
is just as important. Garden and Kiosk area,

open during daylight
hours.

Tips for Visiting

Crocodile Lake NWR is
not open to the public,
but you can get behind
the scenes:

* Volunteering- Python
patrol, Cleanups, Habitat
restoration, RV work-
camping and more.

- Special Events- Gener-
ally occur during the
winter season.

* Research: Scientists
must submit USFWS
Research special use
permit.

Email
crocodilelake@fws.gov
for more information.
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Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

IF you wake up late - don't worry about it!
WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3pm DAILY e gl R
BLOODY MARYS SR R QPRISS Sundays 6pm

“Show Me the Moosebucks” Hours 11am - 11pm

Waterfront Dining * Indoors or Ourdoars Mondays 6=30Pm
Bingo

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!

(Members and Their Guests are Welcome) . . HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays lﬂ‘oﬁ% ;E:%?EE:{M : Tuesdays 6pm
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER . _ » DBSTER Rf-wisupitiytr ) “Show Me the Moosebucks” - -
Monday: Line Dandng Lessons 5pm (55 COSt) LOCALLY OWNED Eat inor take out kafaSt) ‘uywh & dﬂwyz 305-453-3746 » burzardsroostkeylorge.com - .Wedl.lQSda!]s 7Pm Kltc}?:; gptﬂelr(:hnaﬂg
Show Me the MOney— Fun card gamE! 630pm 99411 OVERSEAS HWY * FORMERLY DJ’S’ DINER 305_453_2660 o En:ﬁ::ﬂlgif.ﬂl;::u.ll::::“mu : Live Music & Queen of Hearts Full Mer

Thursdags 8pm Sun-Thurs 4-9pm
Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts Karaoke with Jenny & Friends

\i Foll Facebook:
Fun Starts at 6 pm « Drawings at 6:30 and 7:30 pm _ - 7 \( - ?/ Key(},;rlg;,ou(s):: M‘Zﬁie‘ﬁ’odge

We are a non-smoking facility

N N o to Miami PALO
Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays! Homestead & o
! s iy e KEY LARGO
Check out our Facebook page for details. gz S /Reef
. ‘ . \ 104.3
Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm 2 - 2 RN @l Orz.im
° o) @ Ue b
@I fﬁ !ﬁ me:“‘cs ©oa Do Y, °y Key Largo
Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion. = ° 9 : . § °
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 « fkelks1872@gmail.com < % g < COI\QT/?LHIEIJEEI?\ISI#‘E\KI%%IZRK
. " P
. . Honidas oy .2~ %" P s o s BAR TIKI FOOD
MM 92.6 Bayside « Tavernier « 305-852-1872 % y e NATIONAL MARTNE MM 98.8 Www.BEAMOOSE.oré 305-451-1333
*® SoF
Dy '/ Harry Harris coypn ar . . .
www.floridakeyselks1872.com i " "NTATIONKEY Pk UPPER KEYS mile marker 98.8 in the median
o L P
° KEY -
° o LIGNUM_ o 8 ; MNDLEY KEY a
- VHE _ /o/ UPPERMATECUMBEKEY Tavernier
e WrLSH V. 7 ,{@’ybgﬂfz
L9 Key State poy, o or® o LOWER Islamorada
@ o GRassy [ Y FIfES’yT" EcUme
. %’_ & &.%h N q'. N VAcA Key K 7 LONG key
K . 5 "‘//,/ @
ORCHY\ o S 8 Duck ey
o ° fUM'VIERLAND'.KEyg %? %o K OQ PIcEoN .g"" OTKEY A
AL ey }* 2L B i K ooz~ COcomyy
AN S AW e s
I ;s < P W oyt MIDDLE KEYS
3 "‘ogéfpf;r: 2y 33 5‘ oY arathon
Kaven ~ ff :’ SR S Wioe ey MRon &) © O
. i",é";"b"’/; SUARLOAF Big Pine Key
o OdMamtic Ocean
STock 1 LOWER KEYS
Key West S 0

Lo LTV
g Y
P

, Subscribe to the WTe&g&apﬂ

The Conch Republic _ .
TheConchTelegraph.co and gel yowv C’/I/b madl

COCONUT TELEGRAPH ' TheConchTeIegra:h@I;mail.:)m Just $(;Za yeyar and fﬁincludeyinser‘rs

Independently Owned Local Newspaper g M from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

b b = H
Waterfront Dining * Indoors or Ourdoors T h s 5 e : ca" Denlse at with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper
. I S pa Ce s 305_30 4_2 837 every month without having to go and find it.

 EEATIRNG * Fresh, Locol Seafood
TRE IV » Steaks & Ribs

. ond F . . .
; . M PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
mm Conch Chowder : A I bl A, . °
B ST TR > va I a e AT f0r rates 8 Inf() Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo
305-453-3746 » buzzordsroostkeylorge.com o N, %3 {3\ FL 33037. Don't forget to include your mailing address!

MM 106.5 Oceanside e 7
Fi 21 Garden Cove Dr. » Kaey Largo

WE LIKE COLORFUL!

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser,
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837
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| went to the library to get a
medical book on abdominal
pain...somebody had ripped
the appendix out.

Two blood vessels fell in love
but alas...it was all in vein.

An organ's favorite boat is...
a blood vessel.

Why do your heart, liver and lungs all fit in your body?
Because they are well organized.

For years | was against organ transplants...
then | had a change of heart.

Statistically, nine out of ten injections are in vein.

What did the vein say to the pessimistic blood clot? Be positive.
When do you get a bladder infection? Urine trouble!

You can hear the blood in your veins if you...listen varicosely.
When neurons commit a crime...they are putin a nerve cell.

If you steal someone’s heart...do you get cardiac arrested?

The brain is an amazing organ... it really makes you think.

It takes some guts to be an organ donor.

A cardiologist keeps sending me x-rays of his chest...a bit weird
I know, but it shows his heart is in the right place.

Introducing a stunning new book about wildlife
in the Upper Keys with stories as told by
and photographed by Carol Ellis

AVAILABLE

-
?- Iyt at Wynns Supermarket - Ocean Reef
“ Shell World - MM 97.6 Key Largo
‘i Island Home Garden Center - MM 88.7 Plantation Key

and Amazon.com

NUM THAI RESTAURANT
o & SUSHI BAR

Mon. - Fri.
Lunch 11:30 - 3:00
Dinner 5:00 - 10:00

Sat. - Sun.
5:00 - 10:00

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM103 Bayside
(305) 451-5955

SAVE TIME...
ORDER ONLINE!

www.numthaiandsushi.com

* Deliveries Now Available for Online Orders %

Growing beautiful plants
in our Keys environment!

at the Key LGTgO Civic CIUb mile marker 99

Speakers, raffles, sales...

Orchid, Fern &

Free and open to the public
_ KeysOrchidClub@gmail.com

Second Tuesday of each month.

2026
Schedule
. Janvary 13  June 9
\ February 10 July 14
March 10
April 14
May 12

August 11
September 8
November 10

Memorial Day was first

widely observed in May 1868.

The celebration commemo-
rated the sacrifices of the
Civil War and the proclama-
tion was made by General
John A Logan. Following the
proclamation, participants
decorated graves of more
than 20,000 Union and Con-
federate soldiers.

In the years since World
War 1, the day has become a
celebration of honor for
those who died in all
America's wars, as well as
those who are Veterans and
current members of the US
military.

In 1971, Memorial Day
was declared a national
holiday. The United States
celebrates this holiday the
last Monday of May.

President Ronald Reagan
is credited with reviving the
practice of honoring Memo-

al. Eli

IS YOU
" PROPERTY
" PROTECTED
" FROM FRAUD?

PROFUD
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The History of Memorial Day

rial Day and its meaning. One
of his famous speeches was
given at Arlington National
Cemetery on Memorial Day in
1986. It begins...

"Today is the day we put
aside to remember fallen
heroes and to pray that no
heroes will ever have to die
for us again. It's a day of
thanks for the valor of
others, a day to remember
the splendor of America and
those of her children who
rest in this cemetery and
others. It's a day to be with
the family and remember.”

He went on to talk about
those buried in Arlington
Cemetery - military person-
nel both famous and
unknown, Joe Louis, Audie
Murphie, two space shuttle
Challenger astronauts, Oliver
Wendell Holmes, and so many
more. He went on to say...

imie

ERT

A malicious form of real estate fraud is on the rise, one that can be
devastating for homeowners. Known as home title theft, the
scheme involves forging documents to record a phony transfer of
property ownership. Criminals can then sell the home, take out a
mortgage on it, or even rent it out for a profit.

PROPERTYFRAUD #MLERT

Monroe County Clerk, Kevin Madok, is offering Free Title

"All of these men were
different, but they shared
this in common: They loved
America very much; they
stood for something.

Look up the full speech,
it was a great one.

Does Memorial Day have
meaning to you? Many com-
munities around the United
States have memorial day
events at cemeteries where
veterans and spiritual lead-
ers speak. Other cities and
towns host parades to honor
the military. However, in
many cities around the coun-
try, these events have been
forgotten.

It is important for
Americans to take fime to
remember the sacrifices
that bought their freedom.
Here are some ideas on how
to celebrate this important
American holiday:

+ Send a note or verbally

thank Veterans you know.

+ If you know someone who

has lost a loved one in
battle, offer to help with a
household project or help
meet a special need they
have.

+ Visit a local cemetery and

place flags or flowers on
the graves of fallen
soldiers.

+ Visit local monuments to

miliary service.

* Fly the American flag at

half-staff until noon.

* Participate in the National

Moment of Remembrance
at 3:00 pm. Pause and think
upon the meaning of Memo-
rial Day.

* Pray for God's blessing on

America. Ask for His pro-
tection over all branches
of our military.

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS

ReefHouse Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-988I

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises
Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals

KEYS ADVENTURES

Monitoring to help fight property fraud in Monroe County. By
subscribing, a homeowner will receive alerts if a document is
recorded in their name. To subscribe, go to monroe-clerk.com
and click on the Free Title Monitoring tile. It is easy and it is
free.

Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway
www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472
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HOURS:
9-6 Mon,Tue,Thu, Fri
9-8 Wed; 9-5 Sat

May 25:
Closed for
Memorial Day

You Can Trust The Professionals at %

WHEATON'S
SERVICE CENTER
Quality Service Since 1972

May Events & Programs at Key Largo Branch Library

The Key Largo Branch of the Monhroe Counhty Library System is hosting the following programs this month. All
programs are free und open to the public. Progrum funding provided by the Friends of the Key Largo Library und
the Floridu Keys Children’s Foundation Visit KeysLibraries.org for books, streuming movies, ebooks, events uand more.

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY - TRADEWINDS SHOPPING CENTER AT MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE

Th is Spa ce ope® ‘_ate‘.
Available

| SHARKBITE GRILL
HEY LARGO

522 Caribbean Drive « 305.453.1905
Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

§.U.V.s, VANS, TRAILERS & R.V.s

Live Music

AMERICAN & FOREIGN CARS, TRUCKS

¢ Certified Mechanics

SPECIAL EVENTS

May 2, 9:30am-1pm

There is a Kids or Family Activity at the Library.
Monday thru Friday at 4pm

WEEKLY EVENTS

SATURDAYS Story Time, 10:30am
F ino Fresh Local Fish Happy Hour Every Day MINOR ; iter' : ‘
eaturing Fresh Local Fis Crart Boon . Exhlfusf Systems L Florida Keys Quilter's Meeting MONDAY WEDNESDAY STORYTIMEj Sq’rur‘day Story
Locals’ Favorite! On the Water Sports Headquarters - Ll MAJOR May 6, 9am-12pm May 4 May 6 & 20 ?ﬁ Tlme_‘_:s a family
GETETITD J TL.me-Ups - REPAIRS 1st Wednesday Plant Clinic Tinkercad & 3D Printing STEM Lab g event:
N— * Tire Sales & Repairs Talk to Master Gardners on the Stop in and learn to use May 13 & 27 MONDAYS Domino Club, 1pm
o Air Conditioning o Mallow Famll.y:.Okr‘a, Rosel!e, Tlgll:ecr;cnc;‘c‘l) ;rc:c if\l;egfpea';?::nvz:n i A 2T s All ages are welcome to _
o~ LITTLE * Coolant & Transmission Flushes Cranberry Hibiscus. Materials 4 ' e - join in the battle of tiles.
e BLACKWWATER o ided: bl d seed Join in artistic expression by J =
" The Conch Republic SOUND BARNES * Regular & Synthetic Oil Changes provided: plants and seeds. May 13 releasing your creativity. TUESDAYS )
COCONUT TELEGRAPH f 3 o 5 4 5 I 3 5 o o May 6, 12-1:30pm - qudboard Cr-ea'ri;n - Ages 6-12. Supplies provided. Story Time, 10:30am
. u u Author Talk w/A da Ri ere 1s more you can do wi .. .
Call Denise at 305-304-2837 m Mo realtor and octhon amer e | cardboard than put it in the THURSDAY o rories
L Lookfor the little green signidiha MM 101.5 ¢« KEY LARGO shq;eé l}'c\je;lexzem;nces gr:‘:u?‘% . supplies provided T(w)een Collab literacy. Ages 0-5
mile indicators on power pales - GARDEN _ up i ?r' a'.l’ er w?cr"fhe q May 11 & 25 Never left out are the Tweens WEDNESDAYS, 10:30am
to find your way. SOUND messages ot resilience, Taith an ‘Anti-Bored’ Games & Teens. Stop in and check out Moms Connect
SERVING THE KEYS FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS mn__-' The Conch Republic transformation with a sincere S the collaboration! Looking to build a support
HUGE Selection Award Winning - / Pennekamp COCONUT TELEGRAPH hopg that shar‘ed.ms.plr'cn'lon will bored. Join in Board & May 7 & 21 network and find what exists in
of Stainless Fasteners Customer Service "\ US.Highway Coral Reef assist others in finding purposes o | : our community that will fill needs
Murray Nelson _Cu State Park RATES through their struggles. ARG Eo il Fiber Arts for you or your family? Join us
") State Highway LTTLE  Government Tk KEY LARGO MAP PAGE TUESDAY An all-age activity where yarn, and zonneci with o‘rhz.r s
. Boat Ramp BugromooD (e (o) e Eﬁmm e May 6, 2-5pm Ay 5 & 1 felt, threads, needles & ‘
] Mie Marker fgi Entuddbe North, The Ebow 2 5 .jr |c2 5 tall Small Business Development May 5 9 crochet hooks ;peak f‘?" WEDNESDAYS, 1pm
@ Pointof terest \ R ' $1‘2N5', pee;( m'omha Center (SBDC) Workshop: 2220 Gl themselves. Supplies provided. | gy ing Cessation, Keys AHEC
_ KeyLargo / WX Washington Join in the LEGO Fun. Release ’
Bath & Door Showroom  PressreTreated Lumber | | [= 5% Post Office PublicLibrary /Gt Horisontal Plan Before You Launch your imagination with a build of il WEDNESDAYS, Domino Club,4p
’ orizontal: FIU consultants provide : May 1 15 & 29 _
i Dive Wreck L@f‘ Aican Queen [} Grecion 4.6" wide x 2.75" tall ) your design. Ages 6-12. ay 1, All ages are welcome to =
BUILDING MATERIALS - REBAR PP Swim with Dolphins \},g? E Rocks " $150 per month resources and 1-on-1 sessions to Supplies provided. Luck or Logic join in the battle of tiles. -
PLUMBING « ELECTRICAL i 7 FLORIDA KEYS attendees on how to best launch Joinin discover'ing if brain =
and Park /! "anE a businesses. Register todayl! May 12 ower and teamwork will THURSDAYS,
LAWN & GARDEN « DRYWALL SANCTUARY Bottom Banner: h ) . . . Keepsake Krafts powe 5 . Story Time, 10:30am
Bayside Moo v 9 75" wide x 2.75" tall ttps://floridasbdc.org/find/fiu/ P outweigh good ol fashioned, st '
e xS From krafts meant to be kept  run-of-the-mill luck! Ages 6-12 Join in stories &
; oD s May 9, 11:30am to those meant to share, join us songs promoting

Now Open

If we don't have it, we can order it!

( © ON THE MAP )

ROCK
HARBOR

A

“Restau

rant
| LOCALLY OWNED
BREAKFAST, LUNCH & DINNER 99411 OVERSEAS HWY ¢ FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!
WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3pm DAILY

HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays
Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.
305-453-2660

-© ON THE MAP

Movie Matinee: Brave

Come, explore and decompress
mid-week through journaling. All
ages. Supplies for in-library use
will be available. Introductory
journals provided.

Need a faux vase for a silk
flower arrangement? Have we
got the book for you! Register:
bit.ly/keylargo-library-events

May 20, 2-5pm

SBDC Workshop:
See May 6 for full info.

in Kreating Keepsake Krafts! May 8 & 22

SLIME Society at the

Ages 6-12.

May 20, 4:30-7:30pm
Legal Services from Miami will
be hosting a Legal Clinic regarding

May 23, 9:30am - Book Club
Join in the conversation!

May 23, 11:30am

H ‘gh & — BLOODY MARYS May 14, 2-4pm Divorce. Movie Matinee: Top Gun
: ﬂ T‘de BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15’ Adult Craft g::; chll;b12:30pm May 27, 10:30am-12pm

Homeschool Meet Up
Explore a topic, taga STEM
concept or create art! Stop in
and check it out.

Come in and pick up this month's
book. Join in the conversation!

=@ MONROE
X COUNTY May 27, 6-7:30pm
pusLiC LiBrary Jot It Down Journaling
: wcr ... SeeMay 13 for full info.

literacy. Ages 0-5

. Allgator |

Designer Lighting PN, E % Best for Ages 6-12, supplies Gaming Groupies '

Home Decor « Ceramic Pottery - French heet May 13, 2-5pm provided Level up your gaming skills and FRIDAYS, Sit & Sew, 9:30am-1pm

e SBDC Workshop: make memories! Connect with Bring in a sewing or any fabric art
305.451.0311 SPECIAL ORDERS g ' See May 6 for full info. May 26 fellow gamers and compete in project to Sit & Sew and work
A N thrilling tournaments. Non-stop || with a crafting

Won-ri: 7am-Spm « Sat: 7:30am-3pm  Sun: am-Zpm M May 13, 6-7:30pm Library! Ages 6-12, action, mind-bending puzzles, community who \\ [ / /
MM102.5 OCEANSIDE * www.kLIsHELL.coM [ - e Jot It Down Journaling supplies provided and multiplayer mayhem. understands fabric '

and yarn habits!

COME TAKE A CLASS!

Scan the code to see the
complete schedule.

KeysLibraries.org/events

Facebook.com/KeyLargoLibrary
Instagram.com/KeyLargoLibrary
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BUSINESS IN THE KEYS

Adventise Henre

$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Key Largo Civic Club

= PANCAKE
BREAKFAS'I'

Eggs, Bacon, Sausage,
Potatoes & Coffee

ONLY °8.00!

=)

="

1°t Saturday

of Every Month
Sept. - May

**8-10 A.M. »

For more info Greg 917-862-3979

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

Upper Keys '

Web Design

. Web Design
Website

Renovations Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net
E-Commerce 305.453.4281

Maintenance www.upperkeys.net

Inspirational Coach
Dr. Karen G

305-413-0963 call or text
Key Largo, Florida. 33037
Transforming your life by design, with discretion!
5100 per session/sliding scale

LUNCH $1 Sushi all the time!

il,\;\lor?gna) Special Dinner Menu
T starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

D|5N=‘I:R Lunch Specials from $5.95

(Every Day) Private Room Available

K
| 305 45 l 595 5 Voted Best Asian Food

numlargo@yahoo.com 15 years in a row.

| 103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

BULLFROG
KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804
bullffroggking@gmail.com

Adventise Here

$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside
in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Upper Keys Sons & Daughters Of Italy

QW YvOY
EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT

Key Largo Civic Club, 209 Ocean Bay Drive

\ Free Gr,
eC 3 o . @at
SP Pizza p"’ZeS

Great [talian Food available

Doors open 6PM, Bingo @7PM
***Must be 18 years of age to play***

ﬂ [S Cd et 99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largc
1 p (305)451-4460

Home Decorating Center

Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters

HunterDouglas &

Waterproof Vinyl Plank- Custom Area Rugs

M MANNINGTON MOFAWEK

Beautiful flaars for the real world Flooring

www.alscarpet.com

* And Manv more Brands in Our Showroom *

T|m Dressing

MUSIC FOR
ALL OCCASIONS

305.522.3982

www. timdressing.com

HELP WANTED
Pilot House 13 Seagate Blvd.
Applications always accepted.
Apply in person.
Open Wednesday - Sunday.

For more info: Greg 917-862-3979

ST. \ND OUT!

Business Cand Ads!
$50 per month

W (4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)
P

Drop off check and biz card to

in the Tradewinds Plaza.

lThe UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE
HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

The Conch Republic

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

www.TheConchTelegraph.com
TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037
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SWAP MEET

HOURS: 9am - 2rm - MM 98.8 KEY LARGO

Saturdays & Sundays

Antiques
Jewelry
Dive Gear
Orchids

Fishing Gear |

Holiday Items
and More

MOOSE

MM 98.8 Www.BEAMOOSE.ore 305-451-1333

N

J'\'{‘f__"

For info call 305-451-1333
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Coco' Nut’ Funnies

“Go to bed, you'll feel better
tomorrow" is the human version

The U.S. should add 3
more states.

Because 53 is a prime

number.
Then they can truly be
one nation, indivisible.

i
Now that fpring it here,
everybody Shouwld Start thinking
aboiut cleanrng ot the howuse.
Alfo, the renafe.

IF T SAY GOODNIGHT AND AN
HOUR LATER YOU SEE ME
ONLINE IT'S NOT THAT I LIED
IT'S JUST THAT I FAILED.

A woman fasted and prayed every
single day. Morning, night, no
breaks. Finally, God appeared
before her. "1 am pleased with
your devotion,” He said, "You may
have five wishes."

Without hesitation, she said:

"My husband must never go
anywhere without me."

"Nothing in his life should be
more important than me."

"He should only fall asleep when
I'm beside him."

"When he wakes up, I must be the
first thing he sees."

"And if I even get tiny scratch... he
should feel the pain too.”

God listened carefully, then He
smiled. "Done."

And instantly... she turned into his
smartphone.

My friend writes songs
about sewing machines.
He's a Singer songwriter.

Or sew it seams.

HI|I )

| THEZEN AwaRDE | .

My hew yirlfriend und |
were traveling to meet my
pdrents, when she got a
flut tire. So | culled my
pdrents and sudid, "Sorry
mum, we're yoiny to be
lute. My yirlfriend's got u
puncture!”

'Oh!" she sighed, "l thought
you hud u redul one this
time!"

Y 5 T D

Mother's Day is May 10th.
v Make sure your wife getsall
Y the housework and yard work 7
': . _ done by May 9thso  *, -*"
. shecanenjoyher ©, T
RN special day. /—_‘,Jf' 2

"/ Toall the husbands out there, %’

I'm a huge advocate of
medicinal mozzarella.

of “Did you try turning it off

and back on again?"

Q /s A SAv DRY iﬂiﬁ?&aﬁ--

_ | Here b MuTAk Jepsiol of JouR
LA EavoRiTe Leb Zeppetin SoNs.
1 w W = :
P HISNd 1.
4 :

' me: hi, | have no power at my house

' power company: ok, when did it

‘ happen

' me: probably when we had kids, but
" it was a gradual shift

TSNS,

ICavemen w

If you can makg a
woman laugh, you're
almost there.

‘lﬁ%ﬁ'rﬂ: almost there and
then she laughs, that's
another story...

Someone ripped
the 5th month out
of my new calendar.

I'm dismayed

DOCTORS HAVE JUST
IDENTIFIED A FOOD
THAT CAN CAUSE

GRIEF AND SUFFERING,
YEARS AFTER IT'S BEEN
EATEN.

IT'S CALLED
"A WEDDING CAKE"

BARGOYLE :

APERSON (TYPICALLY FEMALE)
WHO STANDS AT THE BAR
WAITING FOR OTHER PEOPLE
TO BUY THEM DRINKS.

SIMILAR TO A GARGOYLE
AT A CATHEDRAL, BUT MUCH
LESS ATTRACTIVE.

What ig it aboul superhuman
powere that compele us to dreas

like idiole? l

My kids asked me what I wanted for
Mother’s Day & I said for there to be
no arguing & then they all started
arguing about who would probably be
the first one to start an argument.

PARENTS LIVE FOR
THE TINY VACATIONS
FROM THEIR KIDS.
LIKE WHEN YOU PUT
YOUR KIDS IN THE
CAR AND YOU CLOSE
THEIR DOOR. AND
THAT LITTLE WALK
AROUND TO YOUR
OWN DOOR. IT'S LIKE
A CARNIVAL CRUISE.

ALK A

Everyone knows about the famous
painter Bob Ross, but few have heard
about his brother, Albert, who was
famous for his 6-foot wingspan.

MANYBE 1 SHOULDN'T JusST cHarcE
DURING A PULL Moo= WHAT 1F 1
WERE TC cHANGE ITO
ABETTEW VEWSION

OF MYSELF? 4

AWARE WOLE

VRN

“I got my paperwork, Bert!
This means 'm finally a
certified professional!”

“That’s not what being a
registered sex offender
means, Fred”

JUST TOLD MY KIDS
I'M OLDER THAN

GOOGLE. THEY. THINK
I'M JOKING

& Friend: Take this pill! Il make
dancing way more fun.

Me: Nah, | dont do that stuff
anymore.

Friend: ..It's ibuprofen.

National Lost Sock Memorial Day,

celebrated annually on May 9, honors
all the socks that are no longer with us.

Where did they go? We are not certain
but what we do know is that losing one
sock of a perfectly-matched pair is a
wide-spread phenomenon.

So much so that we have a day on
which to honor those socks we have
loved and lost.

/" GAS PRICES ARE SO HIGH THAT T WENT )
TO THE CAR DEALERSHIP AND TEST-DROVE
L 3 CARS TO RUN MY ERRANDS. FOLLOW

b~ FOR MORE MONEY-SAVING TIPS,

DON'T BE SO
HARD ON YOURSELF

THE MOM IN E.T
HAD AN ALIEN
LIVING IN HER

HOUSE FOR DAYS

AND DIDNT NOTICE

A truck loaded with

Vicks VapoRub overturned on
the highway.

Amazingly, there was

no congestion for eight hours.
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A couple was awakened at 3am by
a loud pounding on the door. The
man goes to the door where a
drunken stranger, standing in the
pouring rain, is asking for a push.
“Not a chance,” says the husband.
“It’s 3:00 in the morning!” He
slams the door and returns to bed.

“Who was that?” asked his wife.

“Just some drunk guy asking for a
push,” he answers.

“You didn’t help him?” she asks.

“No, I did not, it is 3:00 in the
morning and it is pouring with
rain out there!”

“Well, you have a short memory;’
says his wife. “‘Remember about
three months ago when we broke
down, and those guys helped us? I
think you should help him. You
should be ashamed of yourself!”

The man gets dressed, and goes
out into the pounding rain... He
calls out into the dark, “Hello, are
you still there?”

“Yes,” comes back the answer.

“Do you still need a push?” calls

out the husband, now soaking wet.

“Yes, please!” comes the reply
from the dark.

“Where are you?”

“Over here on the swing!” replied
the drunk.

3 ISN'T IT FUN
—{ NOT GIVING A RAT'S ASS

1  WHAT PEOPLE THINK
_OF YOU ANYMORE?

The Pessimigt Jooks at the glass
a§ half empty.

The optimist Jooks at the glass
a§ half full.

| _—‘J A mother

L_, looks at. ig ag
Just ene more

= thing to wash.

ooooooooooo o e kelofoNele e ko fe ke N0

WiTH FEW ELIGIBLE BACHELORS IN OZ,
PoROTHY BEGAN GRASPING KT STRAWS

Imagine being eight years old and
your absent father hires a woman
off the street to sing to you about
how fun it is to drink cough syrup.

| told my daughter to
check her attitude and
she looks at me and said
“For complaints about
attitude please contact
the manufacturer.”

Well played
well played!
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MELAMY o Loca ‘4'6 e

FRONT DINING Rl ™) |

e E B We'll Cook ! ‘
Your Catch 2 [a &

Fishing GUIdES | s4 el Drinks

Available $1 off Bottle Beers

Amazing $1 off House Wines

Sunsets $3 Domestic Drafts

. Pet Friendly $4 Craft Drafts

[*ook fo at MM
Open 7 Days A Week
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

‘y

Fresh Seafood | paily Happy Hour

ERTY WIDE ¢ LOCALS’ FAVORITE e LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY!

COCONVUT TELEGRAPH

RECLASSIFIED ADS

BUYING

Buyers agent is buying
Vintage Costume Jewelry
Call & leave msg.
305-304-2837

VESSEL SAFETY

The USCG Auxiliary conducts

vessel safety checks at

Blackwater Sound Marina,
MM 103.8 Bayside, every third
Saturday of the month.Public
welcome. 305-998-8400

Amateur & seasoned
musicians wanted!
Keys Community Concert Band
begins rehearsals in the fall.
More info call 305-451-4530.

CLUBS

Florida Keys Orchid, Fern and
Bromeliad Society

meets the 2nd Tuesday of every
month at the Key Largo Civic
Club at 6:00pm.
Open to the public.
KeysOrchidClub@gmail.com

QUILTERS
Meet Florida Keys Quilters:
Fridays, come to "Sit and Sew"
KL Library 9:30-12:30

floridakeysquilters@gmail.com

THE KEY PLAYERS

Community Theater Group needs
volunteers to work behind the
scenes & audition for roles!
Check the website for
upcoming auditions and
productions:

thekeyplayers.org
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Meet u few of the unimuls who ure currently uvdiluble for adoption
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter. If you are interested in tuking one
of these udoruble furry friends home, stop by or cull. The Shelter is
locuted at mile marker 106 Oceunside; phone 305-451-0088.

Conch Characters / Around Town :

Hundreds of youny suilors from ucross the country competed in the 17th unnudl
Buccuneer Blust hosed by the Mark Sorensen Youth Sdiling Program in April. Bluckwuter
Sound wus the perfect place for this huge community-building event. The youth sdiling

progrum dlso offers locul children severdl
Summer Cump opportunities. 305-391-8661
for info on cump und scholarships.

— / /4 —

L
=, b

Nuked Pete e

.

htertdining at the Key Largo Moose.

f {:1';.:'{

Cutch Luke Sommer GLenn - with the
bund or solo, uround fownh. Check
www.lukesommerylenn.com for schedule.

The Florida Keys Orchid Club *“Member Plant”

winner for April. See page 14 for their schedule.

1?!1”!1}{;!;

U.S. Conyressiondl cundidute Hector Mujica met with a dozen loculs to learn more about
concerns und vulues here in the Upper Keys. Questions ubout housing, jobs, habitut, FEMA and
yudlity of life fook two hours but he didn’t seem to mind sitting in the breezy bayside location.
He leurned that Keys people cure ubout our environment und individudlism. L-R Ali Woltanski,
Judy Miller, Hector Mujicu, Sue Woltanski, Karen Beul, Sue Beul, Burbura Overton, Brendu Carr,
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Before they hud the right to vote, Floridu women made history. Leugue of Women Voters of
the Upper Keys hosted Monicu Ellott, PhD, presenting "'The Women Behind Evergludes
National Park." The puark celebrated its 78th anniversary in 2025. But, part of the park wus
preserved 31 yeuars earlier und wus muintuined during that fime by a group of determined
women - the Floridu Federdtion of Women’s Clubs.
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CELEBRATION!

Voted the best sunset
location year after year!

Nenmdilss

Al

LoreleiCabanaBar.com 305-664-2692

Happy Hour 7 dayS A 4'6Pm Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
\ e i
C\a . $4 Well Drinks "SUNDAY SCHOOL" . Jade Storm | © Rob Garza
$1 off Bottle Beers s4 Bloody Marys, Mimosas _ adestorm| 123
_ . . Front 6-10
% W $1 off House Wines & Screwdrivers - D/ , , :
/ $3 Domestic Drafts AIEAT WAL, & D G Dining R M|c@hgel Trt|xx UncLeﬂB ©
= | unse a
__;__‘5 == $4Craft Drafts 8 4 5 6 7 8 9 Rob
Plus a great selection of low-priced munchies! R°l; ngrza Carousers Micah Da\\ll\ilgggn& Webb & | Shindig | Garza12-3
L R X! ) 610
Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner + 7am-10pm KT rvrmwreorse IELAL 60| Davidson | _ __| Abstract
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water. Da\lelﬁioson °@§§nset Michgel Trixx 6-10 Mlchge| Trt|xx Rgﬂ)lo
Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach. - @Sunset @Sunse
_ 1% " 11 12 13 14 15 1(3 hn il
°12 g’za Carousers | Leah Webb & | webh & | UncleRico| *° 12 i
—e—| 610 Sutter Da\gl_?los °" | Davidson 6-10 -
D";’Sﬂ.ﬁfn Michael Tricx| 60 [ichaelTrx| 10 | Michael Trixe| Drothers of
6-10 @Sunset @Sunset @sunset | Others 6-10
17 18 19 20 Webb & 21 22 23 Devin
i : e Spauldin
Micah 12-3 Carggosers Steye_ Davidson WePb& Cargjjosers paulding
Webb& | "~ | Venini | ©0  JDavidson | "7 " apstract
Davidson | Michael Trixx 6-10 Michael Trixx 6-10 Michael Trixx |  Radio
6-10 @Sunset @Sunset @Sunset 6-10
24 \ark 25 26 27 Webb & (28 29 30
. r&!&- Edward Hill 12:3| Carousers Micah | Davidson Webb & | Ego Freak Brot?ers
IV &0 ica 6-10 6-10 0
S5 il Webb & Bellamy
| by, T B Dovigson | Michael Tre|  ® [Wichael Tricx| 610 | Michael Trinx|  ONCIS
| | - . {l ke - N 4= 6-10 @Sunset @Sunset @Sunset i
< 2 = SRR I N2 Y .
The Rockin' Ma e of MICHAEL TRIXX Webb & . Open for Breakfaslt, Lunch & Dmm?r 7am-10p!n
Most MONDAYS - WEDNESDAYS « FRIDAYS af Sunset Da\g|(1joson Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water. ¢ Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.

We have 32 world-renow:
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

_____



