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B U Y I N G  N O W !

I‛ve played with the same 
bass players for years at a 
time. For example, Brent and I 
were in the Photons for 12 
years or so. We had a few side 
guys but we had a lot of drum-
mers over those years.

My previous drummer, Kelly 
(RIP), was running Cadillac 
Jack‛s on the Mims/Titusville 
no man‛s land. He hired the 
Photons for a five-night stand 
through an agency. Our band, 
Martial Law, had recently 
imploded.

Having nothing else to do, I 
helped out around the bar 
every night. I got to know the 
guys over a few smokes out 
back and sitting in with them, 
adding more tunes each night.

Like most good bands at 
the time, they kept losing 
guitar players to the real-job-
and-responsibilities world. I 
ended up in the band because I 
was always available. I didn‛t 
want a life-sucking day job.

The agency had circuits all 
over America with opportuni-
ties for bands that included 
rooms, one drink per set, a 
meal and no drug test. That 
appealed to my wanderlust.

After a few years, the 
drummer and the rhythm 
guitar player decided they 
liked South Dakota and stayed 
for the winter. The drummer 
had become an insufferable 
asshole, not just the hole, the 
whole ass—so his departure 
was welcomed.

Brent and I came back to 
Florida with no intention of 
being in a band with a drummer 
that antagonized the other 
guitar player to the point of 
the guitarist pulling a gun.  Still 
better than a day job.

After the gun episode, the 
bass player and I roomed 
together so the other two 
wouldn‛t kill each other. We 
always got along. He was a 

could hear the kid in the back-
ground telling the guy on the 
phone what to say.

I said, “He‛s a nice guy but 
he needs to spend some time in 
the woodshed.”

“Wh- What do you mean?” 
I heard the kid ask.

“Shush,” the voice tells the 
person in the background. 
“What does that mean?”

  “He needs to start at the 
beginning and learn the rudi-
mentary drum licks, man.”

“Rude-rud-a what?” I heard 
the kid ask in the background.

I answered before the 
voice on the phone could repeat 
the question.

“You know—paradiddles, 
flams, rolls, drags and ruffs. 
And he needs to use a metro-
nome to keep time with while 
practicing,” I said.

I could hear him complain-
ing over the phone, He thought 
he was good— bunch of know-
nothing old guys, he said, using 
much harsher terms.

Shit, I wasn‛t even 40 yet!
He was miffed that we 

didn‛t pick him up. His friends 
told him he was good, his 
mother told him he should go 
on the road and play the drums 
...in a town far, far away, well 
out of earshot.

It‛s easy to find a person 
who wants the gig but few that 
are willing to put in the effort 
to learn the material. What can 
you expect from someone who 
beats on things & calls it music?

Luke Sommer 
Glenn is a 
local 
entertainer 
and Conch 
Character. 

www.lukesommerglenn.com 
For more info:

Zen Beatings –– A blog by Luke Sommer Glenn

Note: We had to abridge this article for space. See Luke’s online blog for the full story! www.lukesommerglenn.com 

several phone 
calls, this kid 
in a ragged-out 
‘70s Camaro 
stuffed full of 
drums showed 
up. We met 
him at the bar 
and com-
menced to 
getting him set 
up....

As he 
banged around on the drums, I 
became heavy hearted. The 
drums sounded like shit, they 
weren‛t properly tuned, the 
cymbals were dull and cheap-
sounding, like tin instead of 
hammered bronze.

His movements were unco-
ordinated and sporadic. Zero 
rhythm. I looked at the other 
guys and they had the same 
sinking feeling expression I 
had.This guy can‛t play.

Fucking agent bullshitted 
us when he said he had heard 
the kid play.!

I put the drum mics away 
—no need making his crappy 
sound and bad playing any louder 
than it had to be. It was the 
only time I didn‛t mind sharing 
time with a DJ. We did a half 
hour, then the DJ did a half 
hour, back and forth all night; 
the DJ took the last hour.

We tried to find songs with 
a beat he could keep. “Just hit 
the kick and snare, boom, 
chick, boom, chick,” we kept 
telling him. He couldn‛t even 
keep simple time. It was bad. 
We had to play as if he wasn‛t 
there; he just flailed along 
thinking he was doing great. 

We got a proper drummer 
for the next gig somewhere in 
Mississippi. A few days later 
the phone rang and it was 
someone asking me if I would 
recommend the “kid,” whatever 
his name was.

I wasn‛t quite awake but I 

Canadian, the least offensive 
people ever.

My buddy, RJ, hooked me 
up with a job in Orlando and 
that‛s where we found our new 
drummer, Rob G, a young guy 
with natural talent. The com-
pany gave us a rehearsal room 
in the shop and many good 
times were had while we got 
Rob up to speed on the (song) 
arrangements.

It was all fun and games 
until marriage and kids came 
along—another case of respon-
sibilities breaking the band. 
Brent had been married for a 
few years, then I got married, 
but it was Rob G‛s wife spitting 
out kids that ended the lineup.

We had a skinny Kentuck-
ian called Hard Head who 
played with marching-band 
sticks, BMFs. He started his 
morning with a Bud Light, shot 
of Jim Beam and a cigarette. 
One of the drivingest, loudest 
drummers. 

At the end of the night, he 
would make himself a sandwich 
and a bag of chips, then pass 
out in front of the TV. 

We got booked in a less-
than-desirable room in south-
ern Alabama, the Four Sons 
Lounge in Opp. “City of Oppor-
tunity,” said a sign coming into 
town. It‛s a railroad lawyer‛s 
last name, actually.

Our then-drummer, Stan, 
felt the gig was beneath him 
and refused to go. We called 
the agency and told them we 
had to cancel because we could 
not find anyone willing to do it.

“You guys just go on up 
there, I‛ll find you a drummer.”

I figured he had to know a 
lot of cats that could play so 
the three of us made the 
12-hour drive from central 
Florida. We arrived and set up. 
No drummer. It was only 5PM; 
we didn‛t start until 8PM.

After being reassured over 
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Oleander Moth
by Carol Ellis

The oleander is the preferred food source for the Oleander caterpillars.

The orange Oleander caterpillar black hairs mimics stingers. 
Not so! The hairs do not produce pain unlike certain other 
hairy caterpillars.  

All of what I classify as the important 
stuff in my life has been learned, one 
concept at a time, driven by my 
curiosity.  Photography, my career and 
passion; its concepts were learned by 
doing.  I‛d seek out photographers, 
attend their workshops, and pour over 
photo books to gain inspiration and learn 
technique.
Gardening, the same approach;  my 
understanding of the natural 
environment has evolved one hike, one 
plant, one critter at a time.   The 
“Education of Carol” is an ongoing and 
noble cause. My network of “dirty” 
friends are a good source of 
information. I can usually rely on my 

friend, one I fondly refer to as the 
“barefoot naturalist,” when I am looking 
for info about nature.  I asked the 
naturalist if they‛d seen any oleander 
butterflies?  Answering me and 
correcting at the same time… you mean 
the Oleander Moth (Syntomeida 
epiloas?)  Now that you mention it, I 
called it a butterfly since it flies during 
the day, like butterflies do.  It really 
looks more like a wasp, due to its 
slender wings.  Its overall coloration is 
dark metallic blue with white polka-dots 
on its wings and upper abdomen and a 
bright red abdomen.. That‛s why they 
call it the Uncle Sam Moth; for its red, 
white and blue colors.  Moths usually are  

dull brown in color, 
hairy and generally 
only come out at 
night.  Butterflies are 
typically colorful and 
are easy to spot in 
the middle of the day 
gathering nectar from 
bright blooms.  There 
are butterfly 
exceptions in the 
form of the Skipper 
butterflies, whose 
wings are mostly 
brown with patterns 
of blue, blue-green, 
orange, beige or 
white.

“Barefoot” directed me to a location 
where there was a large oleander 
growing beside the road.  There were 
Oleander moths chewing the foliage.  It 
looked as if they had been there a day 
or two since there were plenty of 
chewed leaves, but overall the entire 
plant was mostly intact with healthy 
leaves.  Oleander caterpillars can totally 
defoliate a plant in about a week.  After 
the caterpillar has eaten or 
skeletonized the leaves, there is no long 
term damage to the plant, though it 
won‛t look so good until new leaves 
return.  This usually gets homeowners 
upset, so they cut and spray until death 
do us part.
The Oleander moth is easy to spot by 
its bright red abdomen.  The Oleander 
plant contains chemicals oleandrin and 
neandrin which are toxic if ingested. 
Since the caterpillar feeds on the 
oleander, the Oleander moth has these 
chemicals in their bodies, and the moths 
red abdomen serves as a warning sign: 
“Do Not Eat Me.”  
Birds are a great natural predator of 
caterpillars in the landscape, but birds 
and small mammals will not feed on the 
Oleander caterpillar.  Its only natural 
enemies are predatory stink bugs, 
parasitic wasps and the red imported 
fire ant.
The orange Oleander caterpillar has 
another survival mechanism with its 
clumps of black hairs arising from 
bumps on its body.  The first thing you 
think of when seeing these hairs is that 
the hairs are actually stingers. Not so. 
The hairs do not produce pain unlike 
certain other hairy caterpillars.  I can‛t 
wait to tell that to the Comcast 
technician whose main control box is 
underneath an oleander tree. It was his 
complaining and fear of the caterpillars 
that led me to this research.  He‛s going 
to feel a lot better about his job.
When you first notice the Oleander 
caterpillars on the plant, either by 
seeing the small eggs on the underside 
of the leaves, or tiny orange caterpillars 
with black hairs, you can control an 
infestation by cutting off the affected 
leaves, and removing from the vicinity of 
their larval host plants, which also 
includes the Desert Rose.  Ironically, 
the Oleander caterpillar used to feed 

exclusively on a now rare native plant, 
the Devil‛s Potato Vine (Echoes 
umbellata.)  In the 17th Century when 
the Oleander was introduced here, the 
caterpillar switched its diet to the 
oleander.  There is a Devil‛s potato vine 
in my yard which I am constantly cutting 
back, and I have never seen an Oleander 
caterpillar near it.  I may move a few 
caterpillars to my yard and see if they 
remember that the Devil‛s potato vine 
was their original food of choice.
I am a life-long learner.  I am blessed 
that curiosity has led me down numerous 
paths on this journey we call life. Stay 
curious, my friend.

The Oleander moth is called the Uncle Sam Moth 
for its red, white and blue colors.

Moths usually are  dull brown in color, hairy and generally only 
come out at night.  Butterflies are typically colorful and are easy 
to spot in the middle of the day.  This Mangrove Skipper is a 
butterfly though its coloration may indicate otherwise.

All of what I classify as the important 
stuff in my life has been learned, one 
concept at a time, driven by my 
curiosity.  Photography, my career and 
passion; its concepts were learned by 
doing.  I‛d seek out photographers, 
attend their workshops, and pour over 
photo books to gain inspiration and learn 
technique.
Gardening, the same approach;  my 
understanding of the natural 
environment has evolved one hike, one 
plant, one critter at a time.   The 
“Education of Carol” is an ongoing and 
noble cause. My network of “dirty” 
friends are a good source of 
information. I can usually rely on my 

friend, one I fondly refer to as the 
“barefoot naturalist,” when I am looking 
for info about nature.  I asked the 
naturalist if they‛d seen any oleander 
butterflies?  Answering me and 
correcting at the same time… you mean 
the Oleander Moth (Syntomeida 
epiloas?)  Now that you mention it, I 
called it a butterfly since it flies during 
the day, like butterflies do.  It really 
looks more like a wasp, due to its 
slender wings.  Its overall coloration is 
dark metallic blue with white polka-dots 
on its wings and upper abdomen and a 
bright red abdomen.. That‛s why they 
call it the Uncle Sam Moth; for its red, 
white and blue colors.  Moths usually are  

dull brown in color, 
hairy and generally 
only come out at 
night.  Butterflies are 
typically colorful and 
are easy to spot in 
the middle of the day 
gathering nectar from 
bright blooms.  There 
are butterfly 
exceptions in the 
form of the Skipper 
butterflies, whose 
wings are mostly 
brown with patterns 
of blue, blue-green, 
orange, beige or 
white.

The hungry caterpillar can graze the fleshy 
surface of the leaf, leaving the veins intact 
or totally consume the leaf.  The chewing 
activity does not produce any long term 
damage to the plant. Oleander caterpillars 
can totally defoliate a plant in about a 
week.  

The Oleander is an easy to grow shrub or 
tree whose flowers come in white, pink, 
red, coral, or yellow, depending on the 
variety.

CAROL ELLIS has 
lived in South Florida  
her entire life and 
Key Largo for over  
40 years.

Currently a Master 
Gardener volunteer, 
Carol has a degree in 
Journalism from the 
University of Florida 
and is the resident 
photographer /artist 
at Ocean Reef Club.

“Barefoot” directed me to a location 
where there was a large oleander 
growing beside the road.  There were 
Oleander moths chewing the foliage.  It 
looked as if they had been there a day 
or two since there were plenty of 
chewed leaves, but overall the entire 
plant was mostly intact with healthy 
leaves.  Oleander caterpillars can totally 
defoliate a plant in about a week.  After 
the caterpillar has eaten or 
skeletonized the leaves, there is no long 
term damage to the plant, though it 
won‛t look so good until new leaves 
return.  This usually gets homeowners 
upset, so they cut and spray until death 
do us part.
The Oleander moth is easy to spot by 
its bright red abdomen.  The Oleander 
plant contains chemicals oleandrin and 
neandrin which are toxic if ingested. 
Since the caterpillar feeds on the 
oleander, the Oleander moth has these 
chemicals in their bodies, and the moths 
red abdomen serves as a warning sign: 
“Do Not Eat Me.”  
Birds are a great natural predator of 
caterpillars in the landscape, but birds 
and small mammals will not feed on the 
Oleander caterpillar.  Its only natural 
enemies are predatory stink bugs, 
parasitic wasps and the red imported 
fire ant.
The orange Oleander caterpillar has 
another survival mechanism with its 
clumps of black hairs arising from 
bumps on its body.  The first thing you 
think of when seeing these hairs is that 
the hairs are actually stingers. Not so. 
The hairs do not produce pain unlike 
certain other hairy caterpillars.  I can‛t 
wait to tell that to the Comcast 
technician whose main control box is 
underneath an oleander tree. It was his 
complaining and fear of the caterpillars 
that led me to this research.  He‛s going 
to feel a lot better about his job.
When you first notice the Oleander 
caterpillars on the plant, either by 
seeing the small eggs on the underside 
of the leaves, or tiny orange caterpillars 
with black hairs, you can control an 
infestation by cutting off the affected 
leaves, and removing from the vicinity of 
their larval host plants, which also 
includes the Desert Rose.  Ironically, 
the Oleander caterpillar used to feed 

Oleander Moth...  CONTINUED - Photos by Carol Ellis.

exclusively on a now rare native plant, 
the Devil‛s Potato Vine (Echoes 
umbellata.)  In the 17th Century when 
the Oleander was introduced here, the 
caterpillar switched its diet to the 
oleander.  There is a Devil‛s potato vine 
in my yard which I am constantly cutting 
back, and I have never seen an Oleander 
caterpillar near it.  I may move a few 
caterpillars to my yard and see if they 
remember that the Devil‛s potato vine 
was their original food of choice.
I am a life-long learner.  I am blessed 
that curiosity has led me down numerous 
paths on this journey we call life. Stay 
curious, my friend.
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Oct 2  Brian Smalley
Nov 6   Daniel Gallup
Dec 4   Mike Fuller
Jan 8  Bing Futch
Feb 5   Patchouli
Mar 5   The Kennedys
Apr 2   Sarah McCulloch

6-7 PM 
FRIDAYS

Key Largo Branch Library 

Friends of Key Largo Library
For more information inquire with staff

Brought to you by the 

First

Art Guild of the Purple Isles Opens Its 60th Season

Check Out What’s Happening at the Upper Keys Libraries!

KEY LARGO BRANCH LIBRARY ISLAMORADA BRANCH LIBRARY

November is a time where we spend those extra few moments celebrating family. Don’t miss what the library
has to offer. from family storytime to makerspace activities, there is always something happening!

bit.ly/upper-keys-calendar

MM 101.4 OCEANSIDE •TRADEWINDS PLAZA MM 81.8 BAYSIDE ON OVERSEAS HWY.

Scan the QR
or use the link

for loads of information
about these and
many other free
activities at your
branch libraries!

1st Friday Concert, Nov. 6th hosts 
Daniel Gallup
Adult Craft, Nov. 12th will be creat-
ing a holiday table centerpiece.
Wednesday nights exciting Reel 
Deal: Movie Club, every 3rd Wednes-
day at 5pm Oct. to Apr.
Cuentame con Café, every 2nd & 
4th Wednesday of the month.
Kids Programming every afternoon 
Monday through Friday.

Plus: Art Classes, Gaming, LEGO, 
Tech Support, Sit & Sew,  STEM Lab, 
Poetry, Story TIme, Creative Writing 
and more... follow the link to find out!

Celebrating our Diamond Jubilee 
with a speaker Tuesday evenings:

Nov 3rd, Corey Malcom, Fl Keys History 
Center historian
Nov 10th, Islamorada Area State Parks, 
Lignumvitea Key
Nov 17th, Rita Troxel & Maria Chavez, the 
filming of “Bloodline”
Nov 24th, Jerry Lorenz, History of Conser-
vation in the Upper Keys

Kids Programming, daily M-F.
Plus: STEM Stuff, D&D, Tech Sup-
port, Gaming, Book Club, Art, Cre-
ative Writing, Crafting, Homeschool 
Activities and more... 

MM 95.5 KEY LARGO • FAMILY RUN SINCE 1951

Popp’s Motel is

NOW RENTING
FURNISHED STUDIO & 1 BEDROOM APTS

Right on the Bay!
Long Term, starting at $2100/mo.

with utilities included.
Call 305-852-5201

for appointment to see

$5 OFF ANY SERVICE
Excluding Notary & Fingerprinting 

101425 Overseas Hwy
TRADEWINDS PLAZA
Key Largo, FL  33037

305.453.4877
fax:  305.453.4878
store4181@theupsstore.com

OPEN 6 DAYS: Monday-Friday 7:30am–6pm • Saturday 9am–2:30pm 

UPS, USPS, Shipping & Stamps
Personal & Business Mailbox Rental
Amazon & “Happy Returns” 
   Dropoff Center
Wide Format Printing & Copying
Notary & Fingerprinting
   by appt. only M-F 10am-4pm

Of all the things we take 
for granted, having a safe and 
reliable sanitation system is 
high among them. Yet accord-
ing to the World Health 
Organization, some 3.4 billion 
people throughout the world 
still live without safely-
managed sanitation services, 
contributing to disease and 
death that largely affect 
children. 

 World Toilet Day, an 
observance of the United 
Nations held annually on 
November 19, is designed to 
raise awareness of people 
living without access to safely 
managed sanitation. Visit 
https://www.un.org/en/ 
observances/toilet-day for 
more information. But it‛s also 
a great time to educate our-
selves about a growing nation-
wide problem that is compro-
mising the integrity of our 
own sanitation treatment 
systems. 

 From baby wipes to a bulb 
syringe, from makeup to mop 
heads, from dentures to 
diapers. Those are just a 
sampling of items discovered 
in sewer pipes and wastewa-
ter processing facilities – 
items that cause backups and 
breaks, ultimately leading to 
costly repairs at taxpayer 
expense. In addition, so-
called “flushable wipes” have 
become a major problem. 
Workers often have to clean 
out check valves on a daily 
basis, removing hundreds of 

toilet. Visit 
https://www.iwsfg.org for 
more information. While some 
states have passed laws with 
respect to labeling, there is 
currently no state law in 
Florida nor federal standard 
that flushable wipes meet 
specific standards in order to 
be labeled as such. 
The Bottom Line

Stick only to the Three Ps 
when it comes to being confi-
dent about what‛s safe to 
flush down your toilet. Recog-
nizing the importance of this 
issue to customers and com-
munities, the Florida Govern-
mental Utility Authority is 
developing an educational 
campaign that will be launched 
in the months ahead. Details 
will be announced at 
https://www.fgua.com. 

 The Florida Governmental 
Utility Authority (FGUA) owns 
and operates almost 100 
water and wastewater utility 
systems in 15 Florida counties, 
providing service to more than 
120,000 customer connec-
tions. Counties served by 
FGUA include Citrus, Hillsbor-
ough, Lake, Marion, Orange, 
Pasco, Polk, Seminole, Hardee, 
Lee, Alachua, Flagler, Putnam, 
Volusia and Nassau.  

pounds of “gunk” 
that, left unchecked, 
could significantly 
damage the sewer 
system. 
To Flush Or Not To 
Flush? Only Flush 
The “Three Ps”

As illustrated by 
the types of items 

retrieved from clogged 
toilets and governmental 
water treatment systems, 
the things people flush 
range from surprising to 
unbelievable. In contrast, 
the types of things safe for 
flushing can be easily under-
stood by this simple phrase: 
Only flush the three Ps – 
Pee, Poop and (toilet) Paper. 
The first two Ps are obvi-
ous, but the third one is an 
area of growing concern 
with the popularity of vari-
ous wipes and the degree to 
which these are truly safe 
for our home plumbing and 
community sewer systems. 

 Toilet paper is designed 
to break down and fall apart 
quickly when it contacts 
water and is agitated, which 
allows it to dissolve well 
when it flows through your 
pipes and enters the sewer 
or septic system. In con-
trast, most wipes are made 
from synthetic or blended 
fibers that take a long time 
to break down, causing snags 
and clogs and accumulating 
to form major blockages. 
This can be easily demon-
strated by dropping a sheet 
of toilet paper and a single 
wipe in separate glasses of 
water, side-by-side. After 
only a few seconds, the 
toilet paper will fall apart in 
your hand, while the wipe 
will likely maintain its form 
even after trying to pull it 
apart. 

Bad Flushing Habits Can 
Cost You Big Bucks Later

“Just Because It Can Be 
Flushed, Doesn‛t Mean It 
Should.” That‛s the tagline of 
the “Get FlushSmart” cam-
paign sponsored by the 
Responsible Flushing Alliance, 
an independent, nonprofit 
trade association committed 
to educating consumers and 
reducing damage to critical 
sewage infrastructure. Visit 
https://www.flushsmart.org 
for more information. The 
Alliance says that, on average, 
it costs between $300-$450 
to repair home plumbing 
system damage caused by 
clogs, and from $4,000-
$15,000 if a whole-house 
re-pipe is needed. According 
to the National Association of 
Clean Water Agencies, wipes 
add almost half a billion 
dollars per year in operating 
costs for US water utilities – 
costs that will likely be borne 
by taxpayers. Visit 
https://www.nacwa.org/home 
for more information. 
Are Flushable Wipes Really 
Safe To Flush?

Whether a wipe is marked 
“do not flush” or “flushable,” 
most experts agree they 
aren‛t good for our water 
supplies and the systems that 
treat them. Just because a 
wipe fits inside your toilet‛s 
siphon jet (that‛s the small 
opening at the bottom of your 
toilet bowl that creates the 
“flushing power”), doesn‛t 
mean it will disintegrate once 
it disappears from your view. 
The International Water 
Services Flushability Group, 
comprised of water services 
providers and the associations 
that represent them, have 
created specifications for 
products marketed at truly 
safe when flushed down the 

WORLD TOILET DAY IS NOVEMBER 19
Everyone Needs a Place to Go

Art Guild of the Purple Isles Opens Its 60th Season
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Energy, artistic flare 
and reverence for God, his 
country and the Keys - 
those words define Mariano 
“Marty" Leone. Prolific, 
generous and engaged make 
a good second line. 

A retired school 
teacher, his studio is at his 
home. Well, under and 
beside his home to be 
exact. His work spills out in 
a tumble of color and the 
fresh smell of wood. He 
sees potential in every 
board, frame and piece of 
unwanted wood furniture. 

Early in life Leone 
worked construction with 
his father and brothers. 
"Waste not!" was the key to 
success. He makes up-
cycling a religion. Every-
thing gets the splash of 
color and well-aimed swipes 
of white and navy outlines. 

Leone‛s work has 
been seen in the Southeby 
Gallery and can be found in 
just about every art fair in 
the Upper Keys. Rather than 
simply dropping off work at 
a gallery and driving home, 
he loves the give and take of 
stories and smiles and the 
art fair vibe. He blames that 
on living in New York before 
he came to the Keys. 

"Keys living surrounds us 
with color, music and fish-
ing.  Birds, sea life and 
flowers give me endless 
subjects.  The recycled 
lumber provides me with 
plenty of canvases.” Leone 
shares with a smile. "Teach-
ing and living in the Florida 
Keys for a couple decades 
has heightened my aware-
ness of the environment 
and the need to preserve 
and protect what God has 
given us.” 

You can reach Marty at 
305-321-5466.

Artist of the Month:  Marty Leone 
Up-cycled and Up-lifting Art as a Way of Life
by Karen Beal

A hogfish is an easy catch on 
canvas.

Getting ready for the next art fair, 
Leone makes art sturdy enough to 
brighten a patio or courtyard. 
These Cobia are small enough for 
a visitor to take home and there is 
no limit to worry about.

Patriotic themes 
coexist with sports 
fishing in Leone’s 
workshop.

Art Guild of the Purple Isles Opens Its 60th Season

Jellyfish dancing in the canal.

Flowers in an up-cycled 
gilded frame.

"You would be amazed at the wood furniture that 
people get rid of! It is all waiting for a new life.” 
Leone says.

Flying fish.

Who doesn’t love a beautiful dolphin fish?

Pilot House Restaurant & Marina ● 13 Seagate Blvd., Key Largo, FL 33037
(305) 451-3142 ● info@pilothousemarina.com ● https://www.pilothousemarina.com

 Fish Dip                  Grouper Sandwich               P&E Shrimp          Stuffed Avocado Tuna Nachos                 Kung Pao Bowl      

WEDNESDAY to SUNDAY
11:30 am to 9:00 pm

12 Beers
O N  T A P
Full Wine
SELECTION

Locals DayLocals Day
Wednesday

Feed the fish!
  KID & PET FRIENDLY! 

MM 99.6
Oceanside

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!
  HAPPY HOUR - Daily 4:30-6:30 pm
  LIVE MUSIC - Friday 5:30-8:30, Saturday 5-9
  LOCALS DAY - Use your Pilot’s License all day Wednesday 

It’s Back!
Sunday Brunch

11 AM to 2 PM
Complimentary Glass of  Champagne, 

Mimosa or Bloody Mary with each Entrée

Does your group need an
air conditioned place for lunch or dinner?

Call us! We can acc�modate
groups of up to 75 people!

for your discount and rewards SIGN UP FOR OUR NEWSLETTER

Key Largo Branch Library 

Friends of Key Largo Library
Sponsored by the 

Paint with the Masters
Join us for a series of adult art classes, each based on 

the style of an artist. Learn about the painter and their work
then try your hand at painting in a similar style.

CLASSES LIMITED TO 20 ADULT STUDENTS. 2-5 pm. WAIT-LIST WILL BE AVAILABLE.
Sign up will be available two weeks before each event.

Follow Key Largo Public Library on FaceBook
bit.ly/keylargo-library-events • 305-451-2396

Oct 23 
Monica Bankowski 
Wayne Thiebaud

Nov 21
Diane Smith 
Gustav Klimt

Jan 16 
Peter Turner 
Kinusaiga quilting

Jan 29 
Gloria Avner 
Piet Mondrian

Feb 12 
Mary Ellen Holler 
Georges Seurat

Feb 26 
Gisela Llorens 
Edgar Degas

 

The Garden Club  
 of the 

Upper Keys 

Announces its 

   
Saturday, December 5, 2026 

9 AM to 4 PM 
Rain or Shine 

Francis Tracy Garden Center 
94040 Overseas Hwy. • Tavernier, FL 33070 

  

 

PLEASE NO SMOKING OR PETS 

Vendors  õ  Food trucks  õ  Plants  õ  Baked Goods 
Jewelry  õ  Art  õ  Clothing  õ  & lots more... 

The Garden Club of the Upper Keys, Inc. is a quali�ed 501(c)3) charitable organization registered in the State of Florida
(Registration #CH37407). A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800.435.7352) WITHIN THE STATE. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY
ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. All donations to the Garden Club of the Upper Keys, Inc. are
tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.
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98880 OVERSEAS HWY
MM 98.9 OCEANSIDE

We’re not just Realtors®... we’re also your neighbors!

keylargowendy1@bellsouth.net •  janewasmund@bellsouth.net 

RE/MAX ADVANCE REALTY ALL KEYS REAL ESTATE

Jane Wasmund
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-451-7704
CRS, GRI, Short Sale Specialist 

Wendy Ives
 BROKER ASSOCIATE

305-394-1376
GRI

Overseas Highway, Islamorada
Successful, popular, pro�table, well known, 50+ seat 
restaurant. Turnkey operation. Great US1 location. 
Keys Nautical Flair and superb atmosphere. Indoor / 
outdoor dining. Incl. business name, furnishings, 
�xtures and equipment. All recipes/cooking 
processes. Beer and wine license. Owner will stay for 
to make an easy transition.  

1075 Duval Street # C1 & C2, Key West
Situated in Duval Square, this 1,592 SF commercial 
property consists of two combined condominium 
units con�gured as a restaurant. Spacious dining 
area, commercial kitchen, and an inviting layout. 
Outdoor seating adds island atmosphere. �is is an 
opportunity to put a new concept into an established 
restaurant space. Owner/operator or investor.

750 Madrid Road, Key Largo
Beautifully updated 2BR/2BA great family 
neighborhood close to schools and Pennekamp. New 
AC & appliances and beautifully remodeled 
bathrooms. Tile �ooring throughout, stunning Dade 
County pine ceiling, freshly painted inside and out. 
New blinds, smoke detectors, and ceiling fans--four 
inside. Enjoy the best of the Keys lifestyle! 

81001 Overseas Hwy, Upper Matecumbe 
Restaurant with a Paci�c Mexican coastal concept: 
Baja/Sinaloa/Sonora coastal �avors - raw bar, stone- 
�red �atbreads and live �re proteins. Le Cordon Bleu 
trained chef-owner  will stay on in transition. 2COP 
Liquor License transferable. Recipes included.  
Consumer presence, website and social channels 
established. Trained front/back of house. 

Join the Friends of the 
Key Largo Library December 
9th at 4pm to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the 
group that helped make the 
library we know today. 
County Historian, Corey 
Malcolm, will join in the 
event, remembering the 
start, while you can admire 
the current library.

Key West had the begin-
nings of the Monroe County 
Library in the 1940s.  In 
1966 the Key Largo Civic 
Club offered book cabinets 
and was open to the commu-
nity 20 hours a week with a 
librarian, Lenora Albury. (Ms. 
Albury was paid $100 a 
month for her service!)  And 
so it began… this year marks 
60 years for the Key Largo 
Library.

donation desk  continue the 
legacy of the original mem-
bers.  Martha Paez, Sharon 
Berry, Deb Martin, Medina 
Roy, Nancy Truesdale and 
Karen Beal comprise the 
board. Kathy Mead, Shelagh 
Abbot, Dorea Schramm, 
Bonnie Roberts, Cindy Davis, 
Sarah Marter, Georgie Dunn 
and Linda Kloepfer volunteer 
at the desk.

If you are want to learn 
more about the Friends and 
how you might help, contact 
FriendsKeyLargoLibrary@ 
gmail.com.

With that modest begin-
ning, advocates convinced the 
Board of County Commission-
ers that the growing popula-
tion deserved a real library. 
Two locations were rented 
over the next decade, each a 
little bigger than the last.

In 1986, supporters 
formed the Friends of the Key 
Largo Library to champion the 
need for a permanent library 
for the community.  For 3 
years they petitioned the 
BOCC and argued their case - 
at every BOCC meeting - with 
vigor.  

A few years later, Kmart 
wanted to put in a big shopping 
center and was having trouble 
getting permitted. They 
offered the “corner anchor” 
space in the plaza for the 
location of a new library. 

That negotiation allowed 
the County to build a 12,680 
sq. ft library at half the cost 
of purchasing property and 
building from scratch. And it 
was the perfect community 
location. Permit granted.

The County pledged 
$750,000 to build, and the 
Friends pledged $150,000  
(that‛s $420,000 in today's 
dollars) to furnish the inside 
- an amazing accomplishment. 
The library was finished and 
dedicated in 1989. 

The volunteers who serve 
today on the board or at the 

Celebrate with Friends by Karen Beal

Art Guild of the Purple Isles Opens Its 60th Season

In 1989 the opening of the new library was big news. Imagine the pride of walking into this space. Photo by Ken Fukuyama.

9th ANNUAL 

LIGHTED BIKE RIDE
Friday, Dec. 11, 2026

Benefitting: A Merry Cause!
MAKING HOLIDAY WISHES COME TRUE

FOR UPPER KEYS KIDS!!

Follow us on Facebook :
Lighted Bike Ride-Key Largo

Registration Starts at 5:30. RIDE starts at 6:30 from
CAPCON Construction, 102901 Overseas Hwy

Requested Donation $20 adult
$10 kids 15 and under

LIGHT UP your bikes! Wear your favorite, fun holiday attire! 
Celebrate the season and be a part of the Holiday's MAGIC!

We grant actual SANTA WISHES to Upper Keys Kids.

Come and ride with us, up and down US1 - with Sheriff escort -
and make WISHES come true.

Have a fun, festive evening supporting your community.

THANK YOU for your support!
We, quite literally, can't grant the wishes without YOU!

READ OUR STORY DONATE HERE

The following guidelines can help 
you decide what to donate to a food 
drive or pantry:
Don‛t just “clean out your pantry” 
and donate food that you don‛t want 
or can‛t use anymore unless it 
meets specific guidelines. 
Purchase food specifically for the food 
drive. Think about what foods other families like yours might 
like to eat. Also keep in mind that food pantry and food bank 
recipients range in age from infants to the elderly.
Donate retail-sized food containers. In other words, the size 
of items you‛d pick up at your local grocery store for yourself 
or family.
Donate food that is in its original package with the label 
intact—unopened and not damaged.
Do not donate food that is past its “best by,” “use by,” or 
“sell by” date. Although some food is still safe to consume 
after these dates it is best practice not to donate them.
Everyone donates Kraft Mac and Cheese in the box. It needs 
milk and butter, so that can make it hard to use.
Boxed milk is a treasure, as kids need it for cereal.
Everyone donates pasta sauce and spaghetti noodles.
Recipients can't always eat all the awesome canned veggies 
and soup you donate unless you put a can opener in too or buy 
pop top cans.
Oil is a luxury but needed for Rice a Roni and other commonly 
donated dishes.
Spices or salt and pepper are appreciated
Tea bags and coffee are wonderful luxuries.
Sugar and flour are treats.
Canned meat - tuna, chicken, Spam, ham, etc. is very much 
appreciated.
Hamburger Helper goes nowhere without ground beef.
Cake mix and frosting makes it possible to make a child's 
birthday cake.
Plastic jars of unsweetened applesauce provide a quick snack, 
fiber and vitamin C. 
Loaded with protein and fiber, canned beans provide an 
excellent, nutritious way to fill a hungry tummy. 
Perfect as a snack or as a base for canned meats, crackers 
are shelf-stable and portable.
Fruit, whether dried, canned or in plastic cups, makes excel-
lent snacks for kids and adults and provide some nutrition 
and fiber. 
Food banks are always in need of quick and easy items that 
families can toss into lunches or eat on the go, and granola 
bars are just the thing. 
An entire meal that‛s shelf-stable and in one package—dinner 
doesn‛t get easier than that, which is plus for those without 
stocked kitchens. 
Nuts provide easy protein and nutrients in a hurry.
Kids and adults like it, and it‛s high in protein, making peanut 
butter one of the most popular items at food banks. Add 
some jelly for the kids! 

Food Bank
Donation Tips
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mile marker 98.8 in the median

Friday Nov. 20th
6-8 pm • $20

STEAK
NIGHT

Tiki Bar, Game Nights, Dinners & Fun!

Members & Guests 
Welcome

Hours 11am - 10pm

New Members
Welcome!

We are a non-smoking facility

Follow us on Facebook:
Key Largo Moose Lodge

Kitchen Open

Full Menu
Monday-Friday

1-8pm

Saturday
Brunch

11am - 2pm
99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER 305-453-2660

RestaurantRestaurant

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3PM DAILY

Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

LOCALLY OWNED

New!New!

Just $60 a year and it will include inserts 
from time to time on discounts, coupons, etc.

We accept cash, checks and PayPal. Just send your payment along 
with your mailing adress, then sit back and enjoy the paper 
every month without having to go and find it.

PayPal to denisemalefyt@gmail.com or mail payment to
Coconut Telegraph, 101425 Overseas Hwy, PMB 628, Key Largo 
FL 33037. Don‛t forget to include your mailing address!

COLORFUL

WE  LIKE COLORFUL!

The Coconut Telegraph now has more color pages 
than ever before. Enjoy it, and if you’re an advertiser, 
(or would like to be), call us to find out what your ad 

would cost in color. It’s surprisingly affordable!
305-304-2837

www.�oridakeyselks1872.com

Monday: Line Dancing Lessons  5 pm ($5 cost)
 Show Me the Money — Fun card game!   6:30 pm

Wednesday: Members Only—Queen of Hearts
Fun Starts at 6 pm • Drawings at 7:30 pm

Karaoke & Fish Dinner on Fridays!
Looking for Kitchen Help

Sunday Bingo starts at 5 pm

MM 92.6 Bayside • Tavernier • 305-852-1872

We always have something "Elk-citing" going on!
(Members and Their Guests are Welcome) 

Amazing Bayside Sunsets perfect for your special occasion.
Rental contact: Sherrill Tarbell at 315-244-1314 • fkelks1872@gmail.com

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com

TheConchTelegraph.com

Independently Owned Local Newspaper
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Saturdays & Sundays

SWAP MEET

For info call  305-451-1333

Antiques
Jewelry
Dive Gear
Orchids
Fishing Gear
Holiday Items
and More

HOURS: 9AM - 2PM • MM 98.8 KEY LARGO

The trouble began at 
exactly 6:00 AM, when 
Arthur realized he had 
forgotten to thaw the 24-
pound frozen turkey he 
bought for his in-laws. With 
his mother-in-law, a woman 
who judged character 
entirely by the crispness of 
a turkey‛s skin, arriving in 
six hours, Arthur panicked. 
He did what any desperate, 
sleep-deprived man would 
do: he took advice from an 
unverified internet forum.

The forum suggested a 
"hyper-acceleration 
method": strap the frozen 
bird securely inside a 
heavy-duty contractor bag, 
submerge it in hot water 
inside a heavy plastic cooler, 
and drive it around the 
neighborhood in the trunk of 
a car. Supposedly, the slosh-
ing action combined with the 
friction of the vehicle‛s 
motion would safely thaw a 
turkey in under 40 minutes.

Arthur sprinted to the 

strict 25 miles per hour. 
The turkey was served 
hours late, rubbery, and 
accompanied by a side of 
takeout pizza—but it was 
the only Thanksgiving dinner 
where his mother-in-law 
didn't complain about the 
cooking... she was too busy 
laughing

garage, loaded the cooler 
into his sedan, and hit the 
road.

Distracted by checking 
his watch, Arthur didn't 
notice his speed creeping up 
until flashing red and blue 
lights appeared in his rear-
view mirror. He pulled over. 
A state trooper marched up 
to the window.

"Sir, do you know how 
fast you were going in a 
thirty-mile-per-hour zone?" 
the officer asked, pen 
poised.

"Officer, I can explain," 
Arthur stammered. "I have 
an emergency in the trunk."

The trooper‛s eyebrows 
shot up. "An emergency. In 
the trunk. Step out of the 
vehicle, please."

With trembling hands, 
Arthur popped the trunk. 
The trooper cautiously 
approached, hand resting on 
his holster, and peered 
inside. There, sloshing wildly 
inside a neon-green cooler, 
was a massive, tightly 
wrapped garbage bag.

"Open it," the officer 
commanded.

Arthur reached in, 
untied the heavy knot, and 
pulled back the plastic to 
reveal the pale, rock-solid, 
goosebump-laden carcass of 
a gigantic bird.

The trooper stared at it 
for a long, agonizingly quiet 
ten seconds. He slowly let go 
of his holster. "Is that... a 
turkey?"

"It's frozen solid, offi-
cer! My mother-in-law 
arrives at noon! The internet 
said the kinetic energy from 
the turns would thaw it!" 
Arthur cried, entirely losing 
his dignity.

The trooper sighed, 
rubbed his temples, and 
looked at the radar gun. 
"Well, Arthur, your kinetic 

The Day the Turkey Broke the Speed Limit
Art Guild of the Purple Isles Opens Its 60th Season

energy clocked in at fifty-
two miles per hour. I'm 
letting you off with a warn-
ing because frankly, if I 
write a ticket that says 
'Speeding to agitate poul-
try,' the captain will make 
me take a drug test. Go 
home and use a microwave."

Arthur drove back at a 

PIRATES COVE WATERSPORTS
 ReefHouse  Resort, 103800 Overseas Hwy.
www.pcwatersports.com

305-453-9881
 

Keys Adventures
Jimmy Johnson’s Big Chill, 104000 Overseas Highway

www.keysadventureswatersports.com

305-731-9472

Jetski & Boat Eco Tours
Sunset Cruises

Stand Up Paddleboards
Boat Rentals
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99411 OVERSEAS HWY • FORMERLY DJ’S DINER

WE HAVE BREAKFAST UNTIL 3PM DAILY

305-453-2660LOCALLY OWNED

RestaurantRestaurant Eat in or take out - breakfast, lunch & dinner.

If you wake up late - don’t worry about it!

BLOODY MARYS
BOTTOMLESS MIMOSAS $15
HAPPY HOUR: 4-6 excluding Sundays

C

C

This Space
Available

Crystal Lake Publishing 
is thrilled to announce the 
release of Danforth Vol. 1: 
The Tomb of the Black 
Pharaoh by Christopher 
Michael. Michael is an 
author, law enforcement 
officer, and former U.S. 
Army soldier who completed 
multiple deployments in 
Afghanistan, East Asia, and 
Europe. Michael authored 
the series Danforth: 
Eldritch Tales of WWII, a 
thrilling combination of 

the Black Pharaoh to fans 
of exciting fantasy horror 
tales as an absolute must-
read." 

Danforth Vol. 1: Tomb 
of the Black Pharaoh is 
available in paperback and on 
Amazon Kindle. More info: 
crystallakepub@gmail.com 

historical fiction and Love-
craftian horror. Tomb of 
the Black Pharaoh is the 
first entry in the series. 

The Nazis believe they 
have found way to see the 
future. The price is human 
blood. 

Egypt, 1941. A mysteri-
ous SS archaeological expe-
dition dispatched by Him-
mler vanishes into the 
untamed desert. 

Haunted by his experi-
ences beyond the Mountains 
of Madness, Robert Dan-
forth is recruited by 
America's fledging intelli-
gence to uncover the expe-
dition's goals and motives. 
His investigation takes him 
from wartime Cairo to 
hidden tombs and cities 
across Egypt and Arabia, 
where kidnapped innocents 
are to be sacrificed in a 
ritual older than civilization. 

The closer Danforth 
comes to the answers, the 
more a mysterious power 
reaches into his dreams. It 
reveals visions man should 
witness. It knows his worst 
fears. It offers answers to 
every mystery and piece of 
forbidden knowledge that 
haunts him but at a horrify-
ing price. 

If the SS succeeds, no 
Allied secret will remain 
hidden, and the course of 
the war may be decided 
before the next battle 
begins. Some conflicts are 
driven by the desire for 
power and territory. This 
battle will be fought for the 
very future of humanity. 

Bram Stoker 
Award®-winning author, 
Monique Snyman, says: "I 
would not hesitate to recom-
mend Danforth: Eldritch 
Tales of WWII: Tomb of 

Tomb of the Black Pharaoh by Christopher Michael  
 

Art Guild of the Purple Isles Opens Its 60th Season
Tomb of the Black Pharaoh

Christopher Michael

Vivian Kay
SATURDAY

NOVEMBER 14TH
5PM

 
KEY LARGO MOOSE

MILE MARKER 98.8
IN THE MEDIAN

Vivian "Tinkerbell" Kay

Join Us 
in remembering

FOOD DONATIONS GRATEFULLY ACCEPTED
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Business in the Keys
BULLFROG

KARAOKE & DJ

FOR A HOPPIN GOOD TIME
call 305-849-2804

bullffroggking@gmail.com

KEY LARGO MOOSE LODGE

HELP WANTED

Part-time Bartenders and
Part-time Motel Housekeeper

INQUIRE in PERSON
MM 98.8 in the Median

Voted Best Asian Food
15 years in a row.

103200 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo, MM 103 Bayside

305-451-5955

 $1 Sushi all the time!

Lunch Specials from $5.95

LUNCH
11:30-3
(Mon.-Fri.)

DINNER
5-10

(Every Day) Private Room Available

numlargo@yahoo.com

Special Dinner Menu
starting at $6.99 (5-7:30pm)

Al’s Carpet 
 

 
 
 

 
 
              
  
     

* * And Many more Brands in Our Showroom  

Home Decorating Center 
Same Upper Keys Location Since 1976 

Waterproof Vinyl Plank - Custom Area Rugs  

Window Treatments & Plantation Shutters 

99264 Overseas Hwy, Key Largo 

(305) 451-4460 
www.alscarpet.com 

Color Business Card Ads!
$50 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

in the Tradewinds Plaza.

Quality Web design at affordable rates.

www.upperkeys.net

Upper Keys
Web Design

Omar Perez
info@upperkeys.net

305.453.4281

Web Design

Website
Renovations

E-Commerce

Maintenance

101425 Overseas Hwy., PMB #628
Key Largo, Florida Keys 33037

The Conch Republic

 

COCONUT TELEGRAPH

REAL WORLD

COCONUT
TELEGRAPH

TheConchTelegraph@gmail.com
www.TheConchTelegraph.com

Denise Malefyt
PUBLISHER

305.304.2837

Independently Owned Local Newspaper

Tim Dressing

www. timdressing.com

MUSIC FOR
ALL OCCASIONS

305.522.3982

PANCAKE
BREAKFAST
Eggs, Bacon, Sausage,

Potatoes & Coffee
Eggs, Bacon, Sausage,

Potatoes & Coffee
ONLY $8.00!

8-10 A.M.

1st Saturday
Every Month

1st Saturday
of Every Month

 Sept. - May

For more info Greg 917-862-3979

Key Largo Civic Club

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT 

Key Largo Civic Club, 209 Ocean Bay Drive
 

Great  Food available 

Doors open 6PM, Bingo @7PM 
***Must be 18 years of age to play*** 

For more info: Greg 917-862-3979

 

Advertise Here
$30 per month

(4 MONTH MINIMUM, PAID IN ADVANCE)

Drop off check and biz card to
The UPS Store, MM 101.4 Oceanside

in the Tradewinds Plaza.

DENNY MOBILE

Danny’s Mobile Services
MOBILE MECHANIC

Boats, Electronics, Trailers, Automobile & More

Danny Diaz
786.312.8896

Dannysmobileservices@gmail.com

Reprinted from DailyOM - Inspirational thoughts for a happy,
healthy and fulfilling day. Register for free at www.dailyom.com

In life, we‛re always setting 
goals for ourselves and 
working to make them 
happen. This gives us focus 
and ensures we use our 
time and energy efficiently 
and effectively. It also 
provides us with a sense of 
purpose and direction. We 
know where we‛re going and 
what we want to do. But 
quite often, due to forces 
outside our control, things 
don‛t go as planned — the 
flat tire on the way to the 
wedding, the unforeseen 
flu virus — and we have to 
adjust to a postponement 
or create a whole new set 
of circumstances. 
Even positive turns of 
fortune — an unexpected 
influx of cash or falling in 
love — require us to be 
flexible and to reconsider 
our plans and priorities, 
sometimes in the blink of 
an eye. This is what hap-
pens when life throws you a 
curveball.
The ability to accept what 
is happening and let go of 
your original expectations 
is key when dealing with 
these unexpected turns of 
fate. We have a tendency 
to get stuck in our heads, 
clinging to an idea of how 

we think life should go, and 
we can have a hard time 
accepting anything that 
doesn‛t comply with that 
idea. The fact is that life 
is unpredictable. 
The trip you thought was 
for business — and when 
the deal fell through, you 
got depressed — actually 
landed you at the airport 
two days earlier than 
planned so you could meet 
the love of your life. Your 
car broke down, so you 
missed an appointment — 
and while you never 
arrived at that important 
meeting, you ended up 
spending a few relaxing 
hours with people you 
never would have met 
otherwise.
In order to keep us alerted 
to opportunity and teach 
us equanimity, the universe 
throws us the occasional 
curveball. Remember that 
curveballs are not only 
life‛s way of keeping us 
awake, which is a gift in 
and of itself; they are also 
often a vehicle for wonder-
ful surprises. Next time a 
curveball comes your way, 
take a deep breath, say 
thank you, and open your 
mind to a new possibility.

When the Universe
Throws a Curveball

The ability to accept what is happening and
let go of your original expectations is key

when dealing with unexpected turns of fate.

Cleaning?  
Got too many books? 

If you have bookshelves burdened
with bountiful books

why not bring a boxful to the
Donation Desk of the

Friends of the 
Key Largo Library 

Turn your book donation into 
funds for programs & niceties 

for the Key Largo Branch

Your Donations are Appreciated!

305-451-7778
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Jerry walks into the lingerie depart-
ment of Macy's and tells the sales 
lady, "I would like a Southern 
Baptist bra for my wife, size 34B.”

�e sales lady asks, "What kind?" 

He repeats, "A Southern Baptist bra. 
My wife said to tell you that she 
wanted a Southern Baptist bra and 
that you'd know what she wanted." 

"Oh, yes, now I understand," says 
the sales lady. "We don't get as many 
requests for them as we used to. 
Most of our customers lately want 
the Catholic bra, the Salvation 
Army bra, or the Presbyterian bra." 

Confused, and a little �ustered, 
Jerry asks, "So, what’s the di�erenc?" 

�e sales lady responds. "It's really 
quite simple. �e Catholic bra 
supports the masses, the Salvation 
Army bra li�s the fallen, and the 
Presbyterian bra keeps them 
staunch and upright." 

He muses on that information for a 
minute and says, "Hmm. I know I'll 
regret asking, but what does the 
Southern Baptist bra do?" "Ah," she 
replied, "the Southern Baptist bra 
makes mountains out of molehills. 

In California, unleaded 
gas went up again astronomi-
cally last Thursday. Sister 
Mary Ann, who worked for a 
home health agency, was out 
making her rounds visiting 
homebound patients when she 
ran out of gas. Fortunately, 
an Exxon station was just a 
block away. She walked to 
the station to borrow a gas 
can and buy some gas. The 
attendant told her that the 
only gas can he owned had 
been loaned out, but she 
could wait until it was 
returned. Since Sister Mary 
Ann was on the way to see a 
patient, she decided not to 
wait and walked back to her 
car. She looked for some-
thing in her car that she 
could fill with gas and spot-
ted the bedpan she was 
taking to the patient. 

Always resourceful, 
Sister Mary Ann carried the 
bedpan to the station, filled 
it with gasoline, and carried 
the full bedpan back to her 
car. As she was pouring the 
gas into her tank, two Baptist 
ladies watched from across 
the street. 

One of them turned to 
the other and said, "If it 
starts, I'm turning Catholic." 

MAKE SOMETHING DIFFERENT
THIS THANKSGIVING!

MAKE SOMETHING DIFFERENT
THIS THANKSGIVING!

I really feel for the trees
this time of year. At least

when I went    
through     

   “the change,”
nothing      

fell off!   

I’m looking forward 
to my
favorite 
fall activity.

Not
sweating.

Driving down the highway 
in Florida, a blonde woman 
sees a truck broken down 
by the side of the roadand 
pulls over.

The man walked up to the 
car and asked, 'Are you 
going to the Gold Coast?'

'Yes,' answered the blonde, 
'do you need a lift?'

'Not for me. I'll be spending 
the next three hours fixing 
my truck. My problem is I've 
got two chimpanzees in the 
back which have to be 
taken to the Gold Coast 
Zoo.

‘They're a bit stressed 
already so I don't want to 
keep them on the road all 
day. Could you possibly 
take them to the zoo for 
me ? I'll give you $100 for 
your trouble..'

‘No worries,' said the 
blonde.

So the two chimpanzees 
were ushered into the back 
seat of the blonde's car, 
carefully strapped into their 
seat belts, and off they 
went.

Five hours later, the truck 
driver was driving through 
the heart of the Gold Coast 
when suddenly he was 
horrified!!

There was the blonde walk-
ing down the street and 
holding hands with the two 
chimps, much to the 
amusement of a big crowd.

With a screech of brakes 
he pulled off the road and 
ran over to the blonde.

'What the heck are you 
doing here ?' he 
demanded, 'I gave you 
$100 to take these chim-
panzees to the zoo.'

'Yes, I know you did,' said 
the blonde,' but we had 
money left over --- so now 
we're going to Sea World.

Went to the gas station and
asked for $5 worth of gas.

The guy farted and
handed me a receipt.
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Fozzie Nina Bones Olive

Meet a few of the animals who are currently available for adoption 
at the Key Largo Animal Shelter.  If you are interested in taking one 
of these adorable furry friends home, stop by or call. The Shelter is 
located at mile marker 106 Oceanside; phone 305-451-0088.Adopt a Key Largo Animal Shelter Pet

Samantha

Sabrina Dottie OliviaLeo Sasha

Open 7 Days A Week 
Breakfast 7 am - 10:30 am
Lunch from 11 am
Dinner from 4 pm
Live Music Every Night

FREE WIFI PROPERTY WIDE  • LOCALS’ FAVORITE  • LIVE MUSIC NIGHTLY!

Daily Happy Hour
4-6 pm

Fresh Seafood

Local
Specialties

We’ll Cook
Your Catch 

Fishing Guides
Available

Amazing
Sunsets

Pet Friendly
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$4 Well Drinks

$1 off Bottle Beers

$1 off  House Wines

$3 Domestic Drafts

$4 Craft Drafts

Conch Characters / Around Town

.

Monroe County
Firefighters & EMS from 

Tavernier showed up at 
Burton Memorial Church 
to unload a truck full of 

pumpkins for their
annual sale.

Creative Monday at Key Largo Library (every Monday 1-3pm in the 
Community Room)  marks the beginning of a busy art-full season.
Join in! No reservation needed, supplies provided.

First Friday of the month Free Concert series kicked off with a full house. 
Six more  acoustic, singer-songwriter concerts at the KL Library coming.

Mote Marine Laboratory answers questions from local residents a
bout successful and experimental coral recovery on our reefs..

Ten-year-old Brent Klefeker was named 
Grand Champion with a 37.8-lb. amberjack.

29th Annual Keys Kids Fishing Derby
October event – happy kids all around!

Patience!

Ready to go fishing.



24 • The Coconut Telegraph • November 2026

Carousers
5-9

Carousers
5-9

Carousers
5-9

Carousers
5-9

Webb & 
Davidson

5-9

Webb & 
Davidson

5-9

Webb & 
Davidson

5-9Micah
5-9

Steve
Venini

5-9

Leah
Sutter

5-9

1 2 7

15 16 21

22 23

Jade
Storm

5-9

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

5-9

Abstract
Radio

5-9

Abstract
Radio

28

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

Carousers
5-9

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Michael Trixx
@Sunset

Barstool
Sailors  5-9

Uncle
Rico

5-9

 Shin Dig
5-9

3 4 6

17 19 20

24

29 30

25 27

5

18

26

8 9 1410 11 12 13

 Brothers
of Others

5-9

Lunch & Dinner • on the deck or on the beach.

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Webb &
Davidson

5-9

  
Happy Hour 7 days • 4-6pm 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner • 7am-10pm
Enjoy breakfast on the deck overlooking the water.

Enjoy lunch or dinner on the beach.

The Rockin' Magic of MICHAEL TRIXX 
Most MONDAYS • WEDNESDAYS • FRIDAYS at Sunset

This Month’s Live Entertainment and Events at the Lorelei

LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692LoreleiCabanaBar.com  305-664-2692

We have 32 world-renowned 
FISHING GUIDES based at Lorelei!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

Nightly
SUNSET

CELEBRATION!  
Voted the best sunset 

location year after year!

IslamoradaIslamorada

MM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the MermaidMM82 at the Mermaid

$4 Well Drinks
$1 off Bottle Beers
$1 off  House Wines
$3 Domestic Drafts
$4 Craft Drafts

Plus a great selection of low-priced munchies!


